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President’s Message

Once again the first quarter of the year has flown.  
Who can believe we are already in the month of May.  
 

At our St. Patricks Day celebration, the wearing of the green 
and the Baileys went down a treat.  
 
Nine members of CWL Sydney attended the Lithgow 
Conference which was a very affirming and positive 
experience.  Although the temperature was only 14 degrees, 
we were very warmly welcomed.  
 
Sally Fennell and I attended the B.M.L. given by Fr. Anthony 
Percy, the theme being Past/Present/Future.  A most 
informative evening.  
 
Fr. Terry Bell’s Lenten reflection focused on mercy;  we 
readily accept mercy from our Father and in turn we must 
treat all those we come into contact with an equal quality of 
mercy.  
 
The Bunny excelled and many eggs were won by our ladies. 
 
The Easter Season has come and gone.  We are very blessed 
to attend the many Easter ceremonies with such freedom 
and safety.  Let us pray our religious freedom will not be 
restricted in the future. 
 
As we honour all mothers let us also pray to our Heavenly 
Mother, Mary to bless CWL in all our endeavours.  
 
May our Blessed Mother guide and protect us.

Margaret Blomfield
President



Prayer

Take My Hand, O Blessed Mother

Take my hand, O Blessed Mother

hold me firmly lest I fall;

I grow nervous while walking and humbly on thee call.

Guide me over every crossing,

watch me when I’m on the stairs

let me know that you’re beside me;

listen to my fervent prayers.

Bring me to my destination

safely along the way,

bless my every undertaking 

And my duties for the day.

And when evening creeps upon me

I’ll never fear to be alone:

Once again, O Blessed Mother,

take my hand and lead me home

Amen.



AN APRIL 
EASTER REFLECTION

By Chris McKirdy

On Tuesday April 9, CWL Sydney President Margaret Blomfield 
welcomed our members and our friends from other Diocese to our 
Easter Liturgy.  

Father Terry Bell gave us an inspiring and thought provoking talk for Easter.  
His insight and practical attitude was uplifting.  Father is both a spiritual 
man and a man of the people.  We thank him sincerely for making our day 
special.
The room was alive at lunch with everyone catching up and chatting.  Warm 
hot cross mini buns were a hit and so were our mini Easter Egg cakes 
(thanks to Helen Butler).   
Our Easter Egg raffle was very popular. With the generosity of our 
Councillors who donated the eggs, we were able to have 55 prizes!  Most 
people left with eggs – as most members who won once, shared them with 
others at their table! CWL ladies are the best!
A big thank you to everyone for your generosity in purchasing so many 
tickets.  We raised $350 for our Project of the Year 2018/19 – Thanh Tam 
Special School, Danang.  The money we raise goes such a long way in 
Vietnam – it really can change the lives of the children today and into their 
future.
It is always wonderful to be joined by friends from near and far and join 
together and celebrate our faith and our sense of fun.  Please join us 
anytime – you and your friends are always welcome.
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Thank you to our  
Councillors for donating 
all the delicious eggs and 

prizes for our very  
successful Easter raffle! 

Money raised goes directly 
to our Poject of the Year

Photos by Annie Wong
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On Friday the 8th of March 
Catholic Women's League 
Archdiocese of Sydney, 

in collaboration with Catholic 
Women's Mentoring, hosted a special 
International Women's Day evening in 
the Polding Centre. 
Our two organisations came together 
to promote women under the theme of 
'Cultivating Feminine Genius'. 
With about 80 people in attendance, the 
room was full of women from different 
organisations and workplaces, some of 
whom work in the Polding Centre.  
Lenten food was available as well as 
wine and nibbles. The evening began 
with a prayer from Helen Cook before 
the evening's MC, Cathy Hammond, 
introduced everyone. Christine Pace 
from Catholic Women’s Mentoring 
told us a bit about their organisation, 
where young women are linked up with 
a mentor. Catholic Women’s League 
was also introduced, and we heard 
from State President Ann Pereira, State 
International Secretary Peg McEntee, 
and State Vice President (and Sydney  

 
International Secretary) Loretta Chester. 
Bishop Umbers also spoke. 
The panel discussion was a fantastic 
example of ‘feminine genius’. Sonia 
di Mezza, CWLA Research Officer, 
Rachel Wong, lawyer and women’s 
advocate, and Stephanie Lorenzo, 
Communications Director at Voices 
of Faith were on a panel facilitated 
by Monica Doumit, Director of Public 
Affairs and Engagement for the 
Archdiocese of Sydney. The discussion 
was engaging both in terms of subject 
matter and the thoughts and opinions of 
the women. The panel discussion was so 
thought provoking it left you wishing for 
more time to hear these wonderful and 
articulate women speak.  
We would like to thank everyone who 
attended the evening for helping to 
make it a success.  
A special thank you to Christine Pace 
and Cathy Hammond for teaming up 
with CWL for this fantastic evening.  
 
We hope to do this again next year!

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S 
DAY - CULTIVATING 
FEMININE GENIUS

C WL Sydney and Catholic Women’s Mentoring
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Photos by Giovanni Portelli
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Another wonderful and successful day 
was enjoyed by many CWL members 
at Lithgow on Sunday 31st March 2019. 

There were ladies from Maitland Newcastle, 
Broken Bay, Sydney, Parramatta, and 
Wollongong Diocese.

The day began with Mass concelebrated by 
Bishop Michael McKenna and Father Garry 
McKeown. St Patrick’s Lithgow is a very 
friendly and welcoming parish. The ladies 
of the parish very happily transported us 
visitors from the church to Fatima Hall where 
a beautiful morning tea was laid out ready for 
us.

The meeting opened with a welcome by 
Pat Okon, Bathurst Diocesan President. 
State President Ann Pereira addressed the 
meeting, pointing out that we need to come 
up with more innovative ways to sustain our 
organisation. Lose the strict structure of old 
and adapt a more relaxed approach while 
keeping the core and our cause. We need to 
better promote ourselves, we should wear our 
badges all the time, not just at meetings. Know 
what we are about and be ready to answer 
when asked.

The Executive presented their reports which 
were all very comprehensive and informative.

Bishop Michael McKenna gave a short but 
excellent reflection on Christian unity, which 
has come a long way but still have a long way 
to go, and it is up to all of us to work towards 
this goal.

Our first guest speaker was a manager from 
a local aged care facility - home aged care 
and residential ages care, respite care, and 
permanent care. He endeavoured to explain 

to us the various charges and options, 
which I found to be extremely involved and 
complicated, and the Government keeps 
moving the goalposts anyway so its very hard 
to keep up with.

Next was the beautifully done commissioning 
of office bearers conducted by Dame Margaret 
McEntee OAM (affectionately known to us as 
Peg) and also State president Ann Pereira.

The bi-fold doors were then pushed back to 
reveal the table laid out with a wonderful array 
of meat and salads for our lunch, followed by 
various homemade sweets. Father Garry joined 
us for lunch.

Our afternoon guest speaker was Sr Eileen 
Quade RSM, with a theme of “Living life 
respectfully”.

Some gems given to us from Sr Eileen:

- Fan into the flame the gift of God that is 
within us (St Paul to Timothy) 
- The greatest kindness we can offer one 
another is our attention 
- The service of our elders is not one of labour 
but one of enlightened wisdom

This brought the wonderful day to a close – but 
no, wait—out came afternoon tea and another 
table full of cakes and slices for anyone who 
had an ounce of space left.

Several of us travelled by train, so some of the 
Lithgow ladies transported us to the station for 
our journey home.

A wonderful and fulfilling day was had by 
all. Our thanks to all those who worked and 
prepared this day with such love and joy.

C WL Bathurst Diocese  
Annual One-Day Conference  

 
By Sandra Skasky
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National International Secretary 
Madeleine Banister attended the 
United Nations Commission on the 

Status of Women (CSW) 2019 in New York 
City from the 11th-22nd March. The CSW 
website states that the Commission "is the 
principal global intergovernmental body 
exclusively dedicated to the promotion of 
gender equality and the empowerment 
of women. The CSW is instrumental in 
promoting women’s rights, documenting 
the reality of women’s lives throughout the 
world, and shaping global standards on 
gender equality and the empowerment of 
women." Madeleine attended many sessions 
and events, reporting on different issues 
relating to women. The following is an 
excerpt from Madeleine's daily reports.

March 13 - Australian Women’s Shelters 
filling essential services gap left by 
Government policies 

This event was an Australian event, which 
focused on the actions of the Australian 
Government and state governments when 
it comes to domestic violence in Australia. 
Some startling statistics were reported; 1-2 
women are dying from domestic violence 
per week in Australia and the police are 
called out on average every 2 mins for a 
domestic violence incident. After reflecting 
on what was presented, it is incredibly 
evident that Australian policy leaves 
some glaring gaps that are being filled by 
Australian domestic violence organisations 
and shelters. For example, if a woman 
migrates to Australia with her husband, 
she comes with no protections. So, if she 

is beaten by her husband, she is unable to 
leave him because as a non-resident she 
cannot access government social services. 
This leaves her trapped. If she is able to 
make contact with a domestic violence 
service, it takes up to two years (and a lot 
of money) for her to gain residency and/
or prove the violence that was committed 
against her. In many cases, the husband 
will deny that he even knows his wife and 
authorities are reluctant to investigate 
any further. This can lead to the woman 
being sent back to her country and facing 
the ire of her family. Further to this point, 
in order for a migrant woman to gain 
residency under Australian domestic 
violence provisions, they need to have hard 
evidence that violence occurred, which is 
hard to obtain. Whilst the women that do 
connect with domestic violence services 
eventually gain some self-determination 
and dignity back, all thanks to the services 
helping them, it places a massive financial 
burden on the organisations for 2 years. 
Another policy gap in Australia is the 
‘ParentsNext’ program. This program places 
undue burden on women and reinforces 
stereotypes of women having primary 
care responsibilities. It is evident that the 
Australian Government needs to talk to and 
coordinate with civil society and domestic 
violence organisations more to ensure that 
these gaps are filled and all women are 
protected within Australia from domestic 
violence.  
 
A full document of Madeleine's reports will 
be available soon

Commission on the Status of 
Women 2019  

 
By National International Secretary 

Madeleine Banister
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WUCWO Monthly Message
As WUCWO women we are entering a new 
period, which requires the best of each one 
of us and of our organisations, to follow the 
steps that our Holy Father Francis is tracing 
in the Church and in the world. He tells 
us today: “In the heart of the Curch, Mary 
shines forth” (Christus Vivit, March 25, 2019).

The Marian dimension or principle has 
always been rooted in the Church - together 
with the unifying Petrine principle - and 
is fundamentally based on the “yes” of 
Mary, which has been maintained since the 
Annunciation, it gains density at the foot 
of the Cross, when Mary, in the person of 
John, accepts us as daughters and sons, and 
continues in the history of humanity, in the 
“yes” of the whole People of God.

Which “yes” are we called to pronounce 
in this period, echoing Mary’s “yes”? First 
of all, the “yes” of our priority 2018-2022, 
which reflects the very purpose of WUCWO: 
Yes to holiness for the evangelisation of the 
world and integral human development. 
Let us hold hands with one another on the 
path where we so often fall, to rise and 
grow upward on the vertical beam of the 
Cross, towards the bosom of the Trinity. 
None of us can “cast the first stone”… Let us 
pray to Mary and help one another to live a 
spirituality that tends to holiness.

With the gaze of Mary’s heart, which is 
that of the Church of today, let us make an 
examination of conscience about the other 
“yes” to which we committed ourselves as 
WUCWO at the Dakar General Assembly.

We have said: “Yes, the health of our planet 
is also our responsibility.” How much we 
have to thank the Lord for this Earth that 
He has given us so that we care for and 
cultivate as our common home! What 
do we do as an organisation for integral 

ecological education and the 
implementation of projects 
that reduce toxic waste and 
promote recycling? Do we feel 
sorrow, at the foot of the Cross, 
for not having contributed 
enough for drinking water to 
reach everyone and technology 
to allow the protection of the planet and the 
inclusion of those who are “discarded”?

We said: “Yes, let’s take care of the family 
in difficult situations, especially of its most 
vulnerable members.” Let us thank God 
for so many families, “home churches”, 
that form the basis of a healthy society. 
And, as an organisation, do we get 
involved in the following of women with 
vulnerable pregnancies; in actions for 
needy households, for the needs of those 
with different physical or mental abilities, 
for divided families; in responsible sex 
education; in the prevention of abuse and/or 
in raising awareness of the appropriate use 
of new technologies by minors?

We have said: “Yes, let us eliminate violence 
and discrimination against women.” Let 
us be grateful for the wonderful gift of 
being women, with equal dignity and a 
different identity from men, with so much 
to contribute! And let’s ask ourselves, 
standing up, looking at the Cross, what are 
we collaborating in as an organisation for the 
education of men and women to eliminate 
all kinds of discrimination against women? 
Or, what laws and public policies are we 
promoting in this sense? Or, what actions are 
we developing against human trafficking? Or, 
what welcome and integration for migrant 
women, young people and girls are we 
implementing?

Extracted from the WUCWO website  
www.wucwo.org 

WUC WO News
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BRANCH NEWS AND DIARY 
DATES

We love hearing about the happenings of our Branches. 
If your branch has an upcoming event or any exciting 

news to share, please let us know! 

Summer Hill
Summer Hill Branch will be 
hosting a Luncheon and Autumn 
Fashion Parade on Saturday 
27th April at St Patrick's hall, 
Drynan Street, Simmer Hill. 
Starting at 11.30am, admission 
$20, with lucky door prizes and 
raffle. Fashions presented by 
Stafford Fashions in sizes 8-22. 
Bookings essential. Please contact 
Cecily  
Ph: 9798 5059

 C WL Sydney
TUESDAY 11TH JUNE:  
White Elephant and Craft Day - 
10.30am, Polding Centre. Bring 
in your craft and items for “re-
gifting” to help raise much needed 
funds for our Project of the Year, 
Thanh Tam Special School Vietnam. 

TUESDAY 9TH JULY:  
Heart Warming Tales - 10.30am, 
Polding Centre. Dress in red! 

Guest speaker: Monica Doumit, 
writer and lawyer, sharing with us 
some uplifting tales through her 
work and experience

TUESDAY 13TH AUGUST 
Annual Mass and Lucheon, held in 
the Polding Centre. Mass at the 
Chapel of Our Lady at 10.30am 
followed by meeting upstairs on 
level 8.  A delicious hot lunch will 
be served - bookings essential!

 
 
 

 
 

We pray for the repose of the soul of JOAN GIFFNEY - former North Sydney 
Branch President, and PETER O'MALLEY - husband of State Treasurer 

Pauline O'Malley and supporter of CWL 

Inform
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 Become a Member of Catholic Women's League  Archdiocese of Sydney Today! 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 
Cost: $30 for Branch Members, $35 for Diocesan Members

  NAME: _________________________________________________ 
 ADDRESS: ______________________________________________ 
 ________________________________________________________ 

  ________________________________________________________ 
  HOME PHONE: _________________________________________ 
  MOBILE: _______________________________________________

  EMAIL: _________________________________________________ 
  

I’m joining ________________________branch 
 

OR  
 

I’m joining as a Diocesan member 
 
 

I am willing to receive information by email:  YES/NO 
 
 

Please return with remittance of $30 or $35 to: 
 
 

Catholic Women’s League Archdiocese of Sydney 
133 Liverpool St, Sydney 2000 

 
Ph: 9307 8383 

Email: cwlsydney@sydneycatholic.org 
 
 
 

Thank you!

We hope you like Inform’s ‘new look’ 
If you have news from your branch, upcoming events, or interesting articles 

you’d like to share, please let us know - cwlsydney@sydneycatholic.org


