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The past months I have had the opportunity to visit the CWL Sydney branches and join in the celebration of the 

Eucharist at the Parish Mass in celebration of the Centenary of CWL Sydney. It has been a wonderful opportunity 

to applaud the work undertaken by the branch members in support of Catholic Women’s League Sydney over so 

many years.  

While addressing the congregation at the Parish Masses it has allowed me to speak of the many charitable 

endeavours of the members, the advocacy and action taken in areas of social justice and highlight the contribution 

made by the ladies of CWL to their parish community. 

I would like to thank the Parish Priests who support the work of CWL in their parishes, the hospitality shown to 

me on all my visits and to members of the CWL Sydney Executive also. All the branch members who supported 

the Masses and welcomed the members of their parish to share in the celebration and refreshments following the 

presentation of our DVD “At the Heart of Women,” which was well received. I have been pleased with the 

response and interest in the purchase of the DVD. 

As the year is drawing to a close, our final Centenary celebration will be the Spring Garden Party at NSW     

Government House. Invitations have been forwarded to Branch Presidents for distribution. We will have 

exclusive use of Government House and part of the gardens for this catered affair and I look forward to seeing 

many of you there. I am very grateful to Her Excellency Professor Marie Bashir AC CVO, Governor of NSW for 

allowing us the privilege of holding our centenary event in the beautiful surroundings and view the House. 

Recently I attended, along with several members of the Sydney Executive, CWLA-NSW State President Carolyn 

Metcalfe and National President CWLA Jean Tanzer OAM, The Council for Australian Catholic Women 

Colloquium “Wisdom at the Gate” held at Mary MacKillop Place. It was a programme exploring the sense of 

identity and belonging  as women in our church, creating our future. There were many opportunities for 

comment in the workshop/discussion times and it was a great experience to be absorbed in celebrating good 

news stories,  reflecting on our own journeys and joining in song and prayer to exalt our faith. “Wisdom is 

radiant and unfading, and is found by those who seek her. “She hastens to make herself known, for she will be 

found sitting at the gate” Wisdom 6:12-14. 

I also visited CatholicCare Sydney’s newest facility at Lewisham (in the old Lewisham Hospital site) with Noreen 

Keoghan and Sue Halliday and was introduced to the strategic vision and future challenges being undertaken by 

CatholicCare which recognise every person’s inherent worth and dignity. 

As I approach my daughter Emily’s marriage this month, I know many of you have shared 

this special time with your children and also as many of you know Emily, I will express 

the best wishes for a happy and wonderful day to her and Daniel on behalf of all at CWL 

Sydney.  

God Bless, Moya  
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National News 

State News 

Branch News 

As this goes to print, our Sydney Executive and members are attending the National 

Conference in Townsville and we will welcome them back and look forward to hearing 

their news. 

Family Fast Day - November 2013, Mary MacKillop International, East Timor—

Tetum Programme. 

Catholic Women’s League NSW State Council Meeting will be held at St. 

Joseph’s Spirituality Centre  Kincumber from Wednesday16th—Friday 18th October.  

Sydney delegates will attend. 

Bondi: Founding member Frances Roberts recently turned 100 years old. 

She now resides at St. Joan of Arc Villa, Haberfield.   

 

Five Dock: On Sunday 11 August Five Dock Branch members 

welcomed President Moya Potts, members from other Branches as well 

as family and friends to All Hallows Parish to celebrate the Sydney CWL 

Centenary.  It was a memorable occasion followed by an enjoyable morning tea in the 

hall. 

 

Oatley: Oatley branch celebrated the Centenary of CWL Sydney and the 50th 

Anniversary of CWL Oatley Branch on the evening of Saturday 24th August with a Mass 

offered in St Joseph's Church.  

We welcomed Archdiocesan President, Moya Potts, and seven councillors. Moya was 

invited by our Parish Priest, Fr. John Doherty, to address the Parishioners and present 

the Centenary DVD, which was very well received. The Mass was followed by a light 

meal at Elim Cafe and it was a very happy celebration for our Branch.   

To reach  
|something good, 
it is very useful to 
have gone astray 
and thus acquire 
experience. 
  St Teresa of Avila 

Centenary Photos: 

You can view photos from the 

CWL Sydney Centenary  

Luncheon on our Facebook 

page and online at 

www.cwlsydney.org.au  

Sydney News 
Project of  the Year  2013-2014 The CWL Sydney Project of the Year for 2013 –14  

is the Mary MacKillop International  projects which will support the Tetum Literacy 

Education for primary schoolchildren, teacher training for the program and delivery of 

health, education and music.  

Sydney’s Centenary High Tea  Following the recent Annual Mass Sydney Branch and 

Diocesan members shared the joy of Centenary and enjoyed a beautiful High Tea at The 

Rydges Hotel. This provided an opportunity for members to celebrate 100 years, test 

their knowledge with a very tricky tea quiz, enjoy some musical entertainment from 

Emily Potts and try their luck at the Centenary raffle. It was fantastic to see so many 

members there, especially our three new Diocesan members.  
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Diary Dates 

Government House , Macquarie St  

Tuesday, 15 October 2013 

By now you would have received your invitations to attend 

the Centenary Garden party. Places are limited so please 

remember the RSVP date is Thursday, 19th September.  

Upon payment you will be sent an Entree Card.  

You must present your Entree Card upon arrival at  

Government House. 

 

We look forward to celebrating 100 years of 

CWL Sydney with you this Spring.  

Government House Centenary Garden Party 

October 15: Government House Centenary Celebration Garden Party 

November 12: AGM Biennial One Day Conference 10am. Guest Speaker, Marita 

Winters 

November 26:  CWL Sydney Christmas Luncheon, Burwood RSL, 12 noon with guest 

entertainer, John McNally.  

December 12: CWL Sydney office closes 

Tuesday 12th November  

10am in the Dame Mary Barlow Room 

Guest Speaker will be Marita Winters, Director of the National Office for  

Evangelisation—Catholic Enquiry Centre.  

Notification has been sent to Branch Presidents and Diocesan Members 

 regarding any motions to be presented at the AGM. 

AGM/Biennial One Day Conference 

CWL Christmas Luncheon 
Invitation to all members and friends to our luncheon at Burwood RSL, 

Where: 96 Shaftesbury Rd, Burwood. With guest entertainer, John MacNally 

When: Tuesday, November 26, 2013 at 12 noon.  

Cost: $35 per head.  

Christmas fare, carols, fabulous raffle prizes, craft & jewellery tables!! 

RSVP: Tuesday, 12 November. Enquiries phone Christine on 9390 

5153 or Sue Hallliday at Marian Court on 9746 2978. 
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Editors: Christine 

Britten and Emily Potts 

Marian Court Centenary Dinner  

This monthly message is most appropriate, the debate about the many refugees coming 

to our shores. 

Pope Francis spoke about the displaced and persecuted people when he visited a small 

island at the bottom of Italy—closer to Africa than to Europe, these migrants make a 

crossing across the Mediterranean Sea which is very dangerous, a journey where more 

than 20,000 people have died and the Mediterranean Sea has become the largest ceme-

tery. 

The Holy Father asks “who is responsible for the blood of these our brothers and sis-

ters” NOBODY! That is our answer IT ISN’T ME; today no one in our world feels re-

sponsible, we have lost the sense of responsibility for our brothers and sisters, we have 

become used to the suffering of others a globalisation of indifference. 

WUCWO  is determined to assume the commitment to respect each single person, 

starting with the most vulnerable. Our resolutions aim to enhance everyone in which 

the image of God is reflected. To work for human rights, justice, love and peace. 

The light of faith is capable of enhancing the richness of human relations, their ability to 

endure, to be trustworthy, to enrich our lives together and not draw away from con-

crete concerns of our brothers and sisters. 

Please remember to pray for all those suffering refugees and migrants, that they may 

find peace somewhere in our world.   

God Bless, Loretta Chester 

WUCWO Report 

We pray for the repose of the soul of  

Julie Rando, Five Dock Branch &  Joan Thompson, Kingsgrove Branch 


