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Message from the President 

Over the past few weeks we have heard in the Gospel readings Jesus offers us the assurance of companionship.  

“I will be with you wherever life takes you, and you will know me in the breaking of bread.” 

This is offered to us through CWL when we come together as friends in companionship.  

Dorothy Day, founder of the Catholic Worker movement and newspaper in New York, reflecting on  

companionship and its link to Eucharist wrote more than 60 years ago in her book The Long Loneliness: “We cannot 

love God unless we love each other, and to love we must know each other. We know Him (sic) in the breaking of 

bread, and we know each other in the breaking of bread, and we are not alone anymore. Heaven is a banquet and 

life is a banquet, too,  even with a crust, where there is companionship.” (Dorothy Day, the Long Loneliness, 1952, 

Harper & Row) 

Be still, and to allow ourselves to be re-energised by those who are beside us as companions on our life journey. 

Adapted from Julian McDonald cfc. AO 

                        —Loretta Chester 

    REPORT ON ANNUAL MASS & LUNCHEON 

 

The celebration of our Annual Mass took place on Tuesday August 11, 2015 in Our Lady’s Chapel. The Mass was 

celebrated by the State Chaplain, Fr Don Richardson and the Mass booklet beautifully prepared by Helen Cook, 

Christine Britten and Maddie Er. It was a wonderful way to start the day. Loretta Chester welcomed the 80  

members and guests, especially Carolyn Metcalfe, National President, Moya Potts, State President and  

representatives from Broken Bay, Parramatta and other churches. A meaningful PowerPoint on the ANZAC  

tradition was presented by Maddie. After a delicious lamb baked dinner, followed by hot apple pie and pavlova, our 

Guest Speaker Bev Burke explained the many ANZAC medals and their significance.  Her beautiful collection was 

much admired.  Raffle prizes completed a memorable day. My thanks to all the wonderful ladies who helped on the 

day and took washing home – you make things so easy! Days like this are very special and we always look forward 

to being together sharing time, talent and friendship.        

                           —Chris McKirdy 
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Diary Dates 

We pray for the repose of the soul of Eileen Malcolm—Five Dock Branch 

Branch News 

Sydney News 

Five Dock: Our Members will be joining others from the All Hallows parish community in attending a Reflection 

Day at Mary MacKillop House on the 10th September. Some members will also be attending individual sessions at 

National Conference.  Our monthly bingo and cinema outings are keeping members sociable, while our monthly 

guest speakers have kept us informed. Final preparations are being made for our charity fundraiser, The Rose  

Gallagher Project.  All welcome!  Tickets available from All Hallows Parish Office on 9713 7960. It is certain to be  

a grand evening.                                                                                                                                          

Peakhurst: Our ladies loved the Annual Mass and Luncheon, Congratulations to all the organisers. Four ladies also 

enjoyed the Oatley Branch “Christmas in July”. Our annual visit by our friends from Our Lady of Consolation    

Retirement Village, Rooty Hill was a great success...entertainment by an 88yr old Rap Singer/Dancer plus          

community singer led by our own Tony Girdler. We will be celebrating the Big Zero birthdays of Judy Eldridge and 

Carmel North at lunch before our September Meeting. Inez took 16 Wraps with Love to the Alexandria depot. 

We warmly welcome our new member, Marie Ryan to Peakhurst CWL.                                                               

Ryde-Gladesville Branch:  Spring Fashion Parade, Saturday 31st October 1pm—3pm. Venue: Our Lady Queen 

of Peace Parish Hall, Cnr Victoria Rd and Westminster Sts Gladesville. Admission: $10. Bookings—Beth 9807 4334.                                                                             

Summer Hill:  We had a very successful Father’s Day raffle with all proceeds going to The John Berne School at 

Lewisham. Our next Silver Circle starts in October.   

 ***Branch Presidents: Please send branch reports to Secretary, Margaret Blomfield by 13th October, 2015.                                                                             

National News 

Catholic Women’s League Australia Inc 47th National Biennial Conference to be held 22—24 September 2015 at 

Novotel Sydney Parramatta. 

October 13: 10.30am Branch Gathering & Country School Lunch to raise funds for our POY Schools.            

November 10: Annual General Meeting, Polding Centre. 

Save The Date! 

Marian Court 50 years Final Event: Mass and Lunch, Sunday 15th November, 2015. 

CWL Annual Christmas Luncheon: Burwood RSL on Tuesday 24th November, 2015 at 12 noon. 

COUNTRY SCHOOL LUNCH 

 

OCTOBER 13 – PROJECT OF THE YEAR FUNDRAISER 

 

You and your friends are warmly invited to attend our Country School Lunch to 

raise funds for our POY Schools – St Ignatius, Bourke and St Therese, Wilcannia.  

This is going to be a fun luncheon and we will be entertained by students from the 

Conservatorium of Music. 

 

Wonderful raffle prizes and a County Stall selling gorgeous items you would find 

in a typical up-market country fair!!  Bring your money!! 

 

Cost is only $20 per person – the luncheon will follow a short Branch Meeting and 

RSVP is essential by Tuesday October 6. 



Catholic Women’s League, Archdiocese of Sydney, Polding Centre, Level 8, 133 Liverpool Street, Sydney NSW 2000 

Ph: (02) 9307 8383 Fax: (02) 9267 9417      Email: cwlsydney@sydneycatholic.org            www.cwlsydney.org.au 

WUCWO Report 
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The main theme of the July Issue of Women’s Voice is Dialogue Between Generations.   Catherine McGrath speaks 

about the need to dialogue with the young people in our community who are subject to bullying, drug abuse and 

many suicides occurring because of this.   Social Media is another issue.   Parents, Grandparents need to monitor 

what sights their children have access to.    It is hoped the WYD in 2016 will bring many of our young people    

together.   Migration is another issue – violence in our indigenous communities.   Interfaith dialogue is important.   

Pope Francis tells us the family is the fundamental cell of society, where we learn to live with others despite our 

differences.   It is also a place where parents pass on their faith to their children.   He also tells us “Young people 

need something stable to hang on to – a culture connection, a sense of their own past, a hope for their own future.   

Most of all they need what grandparents can give them.” (A quote from Jan Kesler).   Father Whelan quoted a   

Cardinal who described Pope Paul VI as follows: “Man is made for dialogue: this deep conviction accompanied G.B.  

Montini throughout his whole life.   The interior life, spiritual life and material progress, all are nourished from this 

same source.   The story of human progress is nothing other than the chronicle of the results obtained by         

dialogue…the person who does not converse with his fellows…risks atrophy of both intelligence and heart.” 

 

The Monthly Message from the WUCWO President it about corruption, which is present in many countries across 

the globe and poor people are generally the first to fall victim.   The fight against corruption was one of the       

resolutions voted on by the General Assembly in Fatima.   The corrupt person doesn’t accept criticism.   He    

criticises those who are his critics.   Corruption is no match for hope.   As WUCWO women, we want to be 

sowers of hope, for that we need to pray, reflect, seek so that our contributions to the elimination of corruption 

may become tangible. 

 

Dear Jesus we pray that all those in authority do all in their power to stamp out corruption in their organisations 

and be not afraid to confront those who are corrupt.   Also we pray that we ourselves s be aware of what is     

happening in our own society.   Amen 

 

Please remember to say the Dialogue Prayer.   Copy is below 

We are all members of His holy body, the hands, the feet and face of Jesus.   As we dialogue with our sisters and 

brothers in Christ, let us be open to them, sharing their joys and sorrows.  Guide us as we learn from the wisdom 

of each other.   Help us to accept others and their differences.   Pope Francis tells us that dialogue is necessary for 

peace in the world.  As women of hope and sowers of peace, in Jesus’ name, we pray for that dialogue. Amen 

                        — Margaret Burke  

Catholic Women’s League—Five Dock 

At Rose’s Charity Fundraiser      

(we are trying to realise the dream of a  former 

CWL member) 

Date: Friday 9th October 

Venue: Mediterranean House 

65—67 Ramsay Road, Five Dock 

Time: 6.30pm sharp—Cost: $100pp 

Dress: 1920’s or cocktail 

MC: TV personality Mike Bailey 

Ring All Hallows Parish office on 9713 7960.         

All proceeds  to The Rose Gallagher Project. 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Deaths that are unnatural, unexpected, sudden or 

 suspicious have to be reported to the Coroner.   

There is information on the Coroners Court 

 website to help families and friends of someone 

 whose death is being investigated by the Coroner. 

  See www.coroners.justice.nsw.gov.au. 

 The Western Region Reflection Day was most successful, with forty three CWL members and friends attending.  Mass 

was celebrated by Fr Sam Lynch, Summer Hill Parish Administrator, with music provided by Sr Denise Edmunds, rsj, Lochinvar 

and a CWL member.  The reflection on the Assumption presented by Sr Michele Connolly rsj, Lochinvar, looked at the history 

of the Assumption using artworks, writings by Saints, and the document published by Rome about the doctrine surrounding 

the Assumption.  She also talked about the readings for the day. 

After lunch the Western Region meeting was held with representatives of Drummoyne, Five Dock, Concord West, Enfield, 

Summer Hill presented reports with Fairfield report still to come.  North Sydney branch was an observer.   

Everyone who attended had an enjoyable day.   



             
WILLIAM WILBERFORCE, HIS WORK, AND HIS FAMILY               
 

William Wilberforce was the main M.P. in Britain who doggedly kept fighting for the abolition of the 

slave trade.  People of many faiths joined with Wilberforce in working for abolition. Charles Wesley, the 

great Methodist leader, supported Wilberforce’s efforts to end slavery and many clergymen of different 

denominations worked very hard in the cause, too.  Most Catholics were very poor in early19th century 

Britain and very much discriminated against at the time Wilberforce was working to abolish slavery.  It 

was not all that long since the French Revolution and English Catholics were often suspected of spying 

for the French.  Sad to say, some Catholics did take part in the slave trade along with many people of other Christian faiths and 

many other basically good people took some convincing of the shocking injustice of kidnapping Africans into slavery.  Even here 

in Australia we had Kanakas forcibly brought to Queensland to work in the sugar plantations.  

It took twenty years for the British slave trade to be ended and more than thirty more years before slavery itself became  

illegal. It’s good to know that Wilberforce’s wife supported his anti slavery work.   

From an article in The Tablet, I learnt some interesting facts about William Wilberforce’s children. William Wilberforce had 

four sons and two daughters. Three of his sons entered the Church of England ministry. The eldest, William, was a wastrel for 

the first part of his life.  He was asked to leave Oxford because of his conduct there and he finally became a dairy farmer.  His 

father had to sell his two houses to pay William’s debts and Wilberforce and his wife were then forced to live with one or 

other of their sons during their old age. Two of Wilberforce’s sons, Robert and Henry, eventually left the Anglican ministry and 

became Catholics.  The black sheep, William reformed at the end of his life and he too then became a Catholic.  

Robert, Samuel and Henry were in the English University group known as the Oxford Movement. This group included the  

future Cardinals Newman and Manning.  This was a movement where a lot of influential Anglicans who had studied English  

history came to the decision that, as Newman put it, “One cannot seriously study English history and remain an Anglican.”  

Many of them then took the very drastic step in those days of converting to Catholicism. 

While they were still members of the Church of England, Henry and his wife had allowed a nun and a priest to stay with them 

at one stage.  The two religious were poor and needed somewhere to stay because they came to the area to bring the  

Sacraments to Irish hop-pickers in Kent who had been caught in a cholera epidemic.  These religious probably had quite an 

influence on Henry and his wife in their path to Catholicism.  In later years, Henry’s daughter became a Catholic and joined the 

Franciscans and his son Bertrand became a Dominican preacher. Samuel didn’t ever convert and ended up as the Church of 

England Bishop of Oxford but his daughter in time became a Catholic. The step his three brothers took must have pained him 

very much. It is interesting to note that today there is a Fr. Gerald Wilberforce who is descended from one of Wilberforce’s 

sons. Fr. Gerald and his distant cousin, Samuel, are both on the board of Anti-Slavery International, an organisation founded by 

their illustrious ancestor. 

Wilberforce’s sons did not carry on his work of Law Reform.  They may have felt that his anti-slavery work was complete, as 

an Act of Parliament had at last made slavery illegal in the British Empire. But, of course, even today there is still slavery in 

some parts of the world and women are more likely to be the ones enslaved, too. 

The religious conflict damaged the Wilberforce family and they only became reconciled recently. It’s sad to know that many 

families over the years have had bitter rifts over religious differences, as my mother’s family did.  Cardinal Newman’s favourite 

sister didn’t speak to him for twenty-five years after he converted. Realising the damage that has been done in the past by  

antagonism between Christians really does encourage us to support the Ecumenical movement’s message of love and  

understanding for whichever way we choose to worship God. It’s so good that our Branch has always supported the  

Ecumenical  Movement as much as possible. 

Just for interest, here is a list of some sons of the famous who did do the same sort of work as their fathers. They were all 

musicians: 

There were two Bachs, two Mozarts, 2 Scarlattis, 2 Haydns, 3 Lloyd Webbers 

RELEVANT BOOKS TO READ 

William Wilberforce by Stephen Tomkins   

The Parting of Friends by David Newsome 

 Film about William Wilberforce:  Amazing Grace                

In Touch By Margot Keaney 
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50Th Anniversary of Nostra Aetate 

The past, present and future of the Christian-Jewish relationship 

 

Towards the very end of the final session of the Second Vatican Council, the document Nostra Aetate, the ‘Declaration 

on the Church’s Relation to Non-Christian Religions’, received definitive approval from the Council Fathers meeting in 

Rome. At the heart of the declaration is the relationship of the Church to the Jewish people, “the descendants of Abra-

ham” (NA 4). 

As the Jewish French historian Jules Isaac had demonstrated in his book The Teaching of Contempt: Christian Roots of Anti-

Semitism, Christians had, throughout history, presented a distorted image of the Jewish people and their religion.  

So Pope John XXIII’s meeting in audience with Jules Isaac on 13 June 1960 was ground breaking in that it was there that 

the Pope agreed to the request to raise the question of the Jewish people during the coming Council. 

As the theologian Yves Congar stated at the time, if 20 years after Auschwitz the Council had said nothing about its  

relations with the Jews, the moral credibility of the Church would have been compromised. 

The approved text of the ‘Declaration on the Church’s Relation to Non-Christian Religions’ promulgated on 28 October 

1965 was intended to put an end to every form of anti-Semitism within Christianity and to express the Church’s  

acknowledgment of its own Jewish roots. 

The declaration shows that, on the basis of sound biblical and historical arguments, the Church was able to set aside  

centuries of traditional animosity towards the Jewish people, and also to create a space for genuine inter-religious  

dialogue more broadly. 

It was fitting then that the International Council of Christians and Jews (ICCJ) should hold its 2015 conference in Rome, 

from 28 June to 1 July, to celebrate the 50th anniversary of Nostra Aetate.  

As the ICCJ President, Philip A Cunningham, writes in his introduction to the conference program: “In addition to  

looking at the remarkable history and current state of the new relationship, we will also ask: where do we go in the next 

50 years?  

“Clearly we…are all enriched by the diverse ways in which Christian-Jewish relations have unfolded in different parts of 

the world. 

“Some people have led the way in grappling with the horrible legacy of the Shoah. Some have stressed forming personal 

friendships as paramount.  

“When sustained conversation occurs, theological dialogue can attain a profound depth… Elsewhere trilateral relations 

with Islam are vigorously pursued.” 

Key moments of the conference were the visit to the Rome Synagogue and the meeting with the Chief Rabbi of Rome, 

Rabbi Riccardo Shemuel De Segni, and the audience with Pope Francis in the Sala Clementina at the Vatican. 

In his address to the more than 250 conference delegates, the Pope reminded them that the seeds of cooperation  

between the ICCJ and the Catholic Church had been sown as early as 1947. 

The Emergency Conference on Antisemitism, held in the Swiss town of Seelisberg, formulated basic statements that  

influenced the Second Vatican Council in its reflection on Judaism. It was this reflection that found expression in the  

signal 1965 Declaration Nostra Aetate. 

           By Dr Raymond Canning         

         Catholic Outlook Volume 18, August 2015 
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Euthanasia ‘a dangerous, radical shift in society’s foundational values’ 

 

Euthanasia is not an incremental change to current end-of-life practices, but a radical and massive shift in 

our society’s and civilisation’s foundational values, says internationally renowned Australian ethicist  

Margaret Somerville. 

Dr Somerville, who is a Professor of Law, Professor in the Faculty of Medicine, and Founding Director of 

the Centre for Medicine, Ethics and Law at McGill University in Montreal, Canada, was speaking at The 

University of Notre Dame (Sydney) as part of a series of public lectures on ethical issues surrounding 

euthanasia and assisted suicide during her recent visit to Australia. 

Her presentation focused on lessons to be learnt from the debate in Canada, where the Supreme Court 

earlier this year struck down a ban on doctor-assisted suicide for mentally competent Canadian patients 

with terminal illnesses. 

She said one of the key arguments of pro-euthanasia advocates was that euthanasia is no different to 

medical treatments, such as palliative sedation, that are already widely practised. 

“When used correctly as part of palliative care, palliative sedation is not euthanasia,” she said. “In  

palliative sedation as part of standard palliative care, physicians often allow the patient to become  

conscious from time to time and use the lightest possible sedation consistent with relieving suffering. It’s 

only used as a last resort, and not often.” 

Dr Somerville said acting with an intention to kill is “different-in-kind” from allowing a natural death and 

that doctors are one of the groups most opposed to euthanasia. 

She said in The Netherlands where euthanasia was legal there has been so much resistance by physicians 

to carrying it out that the government has had to set up “mobile euthanasia units” to visit homes and  

attend to euthanasia requests. 

“Euthanasia is not just an incremental expansion of current ethically and legally accepted end-of-life  
decisions, such as refusal of life-support treatment, as pro-euthanasia advocates argue,” she said. 

“It seems that most politicians and many Canadians do not recognise the momentousness of a decision to 

legalise euthanasia. It’s not incremental change, but rather a radical and massive shift in our society’s and 

civilisation’s foundational values.” 

Dr Somerville said another pro-euthanasia strategy to be resisted was the euphemising of euthanasia by 

calling it “medical treatment” and “medically assisted death”. 

“Euthanasia is not medical treatment. Defining it as such presents serious dangers to patients, the  

trust-based physician-patient relationship, and medicine,” she said. 

The medicalisation of assisted suicide establishes suicide as a legitimate response to suffering, thus  

endorsing suicide, Dr Somerville said. Studies have shown that more honest language such as  

“state-sanctioned suicide” or “physicians killing their patients” reduces public support for deliberately  

inflicted death. 

“Words matter,” she said. “Language affects emotions and intuitions, including moral intuitions, which are 

important to ethical decision making.” 

Drawing on the Canadian experience, Dr Somerville said the appeal to individual autonomy, to empathy 

and compassion, and the promotion of the idea that death is actually a benefit to someone whose life is 

affected by illness, were all pro-euthanasia arguments to be vigorously resisted. 

She said the dangers of legalised killing to society as a whole must outweigh individual circumstances. 

“Euthanasia is special (among ethical debates) because there’s nothing new about it. We’ve always got old, 

suffered, terminally ill, been dying and somebody could have killed us, and we said ‘No, that is wrong. We 

don’t do that.’ 

“So that’s why euthanasia is so important. Because if we change that, we’re changing the very roots of our 

society. I think we’re changing the essence of what it means to be human if we start killing each other.” 

Dr Somerville’s presentation at The University of Notre Dame was a joint initiative of the Faculties of 

Medicine and Law and the University’s Institute for Ethics and Society. 

           By Debra Vermeer,  

          Catholic Outlook, August 2015 


