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Message from the President 

Farewell Wishes 

A very special thank you to two beautiful women who have 

contributed so much pleasure, joy, and friendship as well as 

hard work to CWL Sydney Council over many years. 

Mary Harrold and Mary Cantrall, words cannot express our 

gratitude for all you have given to us. We wish you well in 

your retirement, with love and best wishes from all your 

friends in CWL Sydney. 

 

We are quickly approaching the end of our CWL year. It has been full and interesting; lots of good guest 

speakers, enjoyable branch luncheons and functions. I hope you have enjoyed it as much as we have. I 

would like to express my thanks to all Councillors, Branch Presidents, my Executive and members, and 

wish you a Happy and Blessed Christmas and New Year. I look forward to seeing you all in 2015. 

              

            - Loretta  

    

 

 

 

Installation Mass for Archbishop Anthony Fisher  

On Wednesday 12th November, Helen Cook and I attended the Installation Mass at St Mary’s Cathedral 

for the 9th Archbishop of Sydney, Most Rev Anthony Fisher. It was a most inspirational and memorable 

Mass. The homily that Archbishop Fisher gave was particularly outstanding.  

We have kept a copy of the Mass booklet, it is full of interesting information about the history of 

Archbishops in Sydney including profiles of past Archbishops, a short biography on Archbishop Fisher and 

his past achievements, as well as an explanation of the installation ceremony. If anyone wishes to read this 

please let me know. We also have a copy of Women’s Voice, Jerusalem to Fatima at the office and is 

available to read.          - Loretta 
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Branch News 

 

    

                               

Concord West recently held a wonderful garden party, hosted by Helen Butler and attended by many 

members. 67 raffle tickets were generously bought and money was raised to go towards the project of 

the year, the anti-trafficking campaign.  It was a truly fantastic day enjoyed in good company. Thank you to 

everyone involved and for your generosity.  

North Sydney Christmas Luncheon on Thursday 4th December 2014 at the Harbourview Hotel, North 

Sydney, near North Sydney Station. Will commence with 12.10pm Mass at St Francis Xavier Church,   

Lavender Bay. Cost $50 by 11th Nov to Kay Owens (Polding Centre) or to Leonie Green Ph: 9646 1559 

by 28th Nov. 

The theme is Joy 

President General Introduction: Facing many difficulties and challenges at the worldwide 

level as well as at personal, family and social levels, we become sorrowful and are not 

able to react.  Pope Francis, in one of his homilies at Santa Marta, encourages us, “If you 

are faithful, your sorrow will become joy”.  This is the key point: “Christian joy is a 

hopeful joy. But in the moment of trial we do not see it”.  Indeed, it is “a joy that is  

purified by trials, even by everyday trials.” The Lord says, “your sorrow will turn into 

joy ... And “what remains is the joy ... of Jesus” a joy purified in the fire of trials, of  

persecutions, of all that one must do to be faithful”. And this is “a hopeful joy” (May 23rd, 2014). 

 

The Saint of the Month is Victoire Rasoamanarivo born in Madagascar in 1848. She was educated by the Sisters of 

St Joseph of Cluny. She was married but her husband treated her badly and indulged in alcohol. She was urged to 

leave him. She replied “don’t you know that Christian marriage cannot be dissolved”. After her husband’s death she 

devoted her life to charity. She died in August 1894 and was beatified in 1989. 

As this is my final report of the year, I wish you all the blessings of the Christ child.  May the New Year bring many 

blessings to you and your families. God Bless.        

           — Margaret Burke 

WUCWO report—November Message 

Annual General Meeting 

The AGM took place on Tuesday, 11th November with the 

theme ‘Remembrance’. The day started with a welcome by      

Sydney President, Loretta Chester, followed by the reading of the 

2013 minutes and reports by the President, Secretary, Treasurer, Marian Court 

and WUCWO, and then general business.  At 11am we had a solemn moment 

for Remembrance Day and listened to The Last Post. Mass was then celebrated 

by Fr Ray Farrell followed by a delicious lunch. We then heard from the 

CWLA Inc National President, Carolyn  Metcalfe, who spoke about her time at 

the WUCWO Assembly in Fatima, Portugal. CWLA-NSW Inc State President, 

Moya Potts spoke about the NSW State Conference held in Coffs Harbour in 

September. The day ended with raffle and lucky door prizes drawn. It was a 

successful day enjoyed by all.  

We pray for the repose of the soul of   

Ann Roche former Summer Hill member & Jill Ryan former member of Sydney Harbour North 
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WORLD UNION OF CATHOLIC WOMEN’S ORGANISATIONS 

2014 GENERAL ASSEMBLY 22-27 OCTOBER 2014 FATIMA, PORTUGAL 

 

Final Declaration of the  

World Union of Catholic Women’s Organisations General Assembly 2014 

The General Assembly of the World Union of Catholic Women’s Organisations (WUCWO) met in Fatima,  

Portugal 23-27 October 2014. In light of the difficult world situation and encouraged by the inspiring words of Pope 

Francis, nearly 500 women from 35 countries and 56 organisations worked and studied guided by the Assembly 

theme of Women of WUCWO: Sowers of Hope. 

 

We resolved that: 

1. The WUCWO Board and Member Organisations will work to implement the selected priority for 2014-2018: 

Hope in action in the service of family, youth, and the suffering of the world. 

2. The following resolutions were adopted: 

Family: WUCWO will encourage and support its member organisations and its representatives working at  

international fora to give priority to the urgent challenges facing the family and youth. 

Human Trafficking: WUCWO, its member organisations and its representatives at international fora will work  

individually and in network with other confessional and non confessional related organisations to end the tragedy of 

human trafficking. 

Dialogue for Peace and Tolerance: WUCWO will create a climate of understanding and mutual respect to  

contribute to the achievement of the peace around the world, cultivating and promoting a respectful dialogue with 

the world, with people from other Christian denominations and other religions, within the Catholic Church and 

among WUCWO’s member organisations. 

Addiction Prevention for a Life with a Future: WUCWO shall promote through its member organisations the  

incorporation of prevention and elimination of alcohol and drug addictions in its action programs. 

Prevention and Fight Against Corruption: WUCWO, its member organisations and its International  

Representatives shall work with international bodies and national governments, communities and families, to  

eliminate corruption. 

Right to Have Access to Clean Drinking Water and Sanitation: WUCWO member organisations shall encourage 

amongst its members good practices in the sustainable use of water and shall encourage governments to  

accomplish the same. 

3. Women of WUCWO will continue in their efforts to pray and act to attain a world that is just and secure so 

that all persons everywhere can flourish and fulfil the mission for which they were created. 

 

 Women of WUCWO: 
Sowers of Hope 

 
This is what we are about: 

 
We plant seeds that one day will grow. 

We water seeds already planted, 
knowing that they hold future promise. 

 

We lay foundations that will need 
further development. 

We provide yeast that produces effects 
far beyond our capability. 

 

We cannot do everything, and there is a 
sense of liberation in realizing that. 
This enables us to do something, 

and to do it very well. 
 

It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, 
a step along the way, an opportunity for 

the Lord’s grace to enter and do the rest. 
 

We may never see the end results, 
but that is the difference between 
the master builder and the worker. 

We are workers, not master builders; 
ministers, not messiahs. 

 

We are prophets of a future not our own. 
 

-The Archbishop Oscar Romero Prayer 

Taken from the WUCWO website http://wucwo.org/ 





Diary Dates for 2015 

Office closes for 2014 on Tuesday 9th December, 2014 

The office will re-open on Tuesday 27th January, 2015 

First Council Meeting for 2015 is 3rd February, 2015  

Our Opening Mass will be celebrated at 10.30am on Tuesday, 10th February, 2015 in the 

Chapel of Our Lady, Level 6, Polding Centre. The Branch Gathering will follow with guest speaker, 

Associate Professor Jennifer Burn from Anti-Slavery Australia. This will tie in with out project of the year 

on trafficking. 

On 10th March we will be celebrating St Joseph’s Day.  

We have a panel of three fathers, speaking on the blessings of fatherhood and the important role fathers 

and grandfathers play in family life. This will be a very special day for all members to attend. 

Please mark in your diaries September 22, 23, 24 for the CWLA National Conference 2015 

at Parramatta. (More details next year). 

 

 

 

DON’T FORGET THE CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE SYDNEY 

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 

 

BURWOOD RSL 

96 SHAFTSBURY RD, BURWOOD 

TUESDAY, 25TH NOVEMBER 2014 

GUEST ENTERTAINER JOEY FIMMANO 

 

LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU THERE! 



 

Loretta’s Christmas Wish for all the Women of CWL Sydney 

 

Hope-Filled Witness 

 

She reaches out her hands to the poor, and extends her arms to the needy.  

Proverbs 31:20 

 

Sometimes when the daily headlines seem to scream 

only catastrophic loss, humankind’s brutality and the 

pitting of neighbour against neighbour, we may need an 

infusion of hope, a sighting of someone like the woman 

described by Proverbs. In a world that is at once 

beautiful and fragile and wounded and struggling, 

she lives and moves among us. She is embodied in the 

many faithful but unnamed holy ones. They may not 

be celebrated for their good works, but recognition is 

of no consequence to them. They are the light bearers, 

those who emphatically refuse to concede to the  

shadows of callousness or indifference, those whose 

embrace is wide enough to gather in and welcome all 

who are broken or vulnerable. 

Today, let us give thanks for the many who hear  

God’s voice  

and grace our world by their lives. 

 

    Sr. Chris Koellhoffer, I.H.M. 

 


