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Father Ray’s Message 

 

The Ravensbruck Prayer 

The following prayer was found at Ravensbruck death camp where 92,000 women and children died. It was scrawled on 

wrapping paper near a dead child. 

 

Lord, remember not only the men and women of good will, also those of ill will. 

But do not remember the suffering they have inflicted on us 

Remember the fruits we have brought, thanks to this suffering— 

our comradeship, our loyalty, our humility, the courage, the generosity,  

the greatness of hearts, which has grown out of all of this. 

And when they come to judgement, let all the fruits we have borne  

be their forgiveness.  

 

Amen. 

This year Caritas commenced Project Compassion with a mass at St. Mary's Cathedral instead of their usual launch 

at Parliament House. Margaret Burke, Vice President and Margaret Blomfield, Secretary attended and said the  

Cathedral was at full capacity with mass celebrated by Bishop Brady. 

 

NCW 's 120th Anniversary afternoon tea with His Excellency the Governor and Mrs Hurley was celebrated on the 

28th February in the elegant rooms of Government House.  A delightful interlude, with musical entertainment. Mrs 

Hurley had composed a tribute to NCW for the 120th Anniversary, and sang it most beautifully without  

accompaniment. A lilting lament followed and was beautifully played on recorder, taking us straight to Japan. We 

were treated to an operatic aria, sang with great passion and beauty. Congratulations to NCW! Sally Fennell and I 

thoroughly enjoyed the afternoon. 

             —Helen 

President’s Report 
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Branch News 

Sydney News 

Five Dock: We’ve had our first Bingo morning of the year. Members attended a seniors free morning tea at Events Cinemas 

Burwood, then watched an enjoyable romantic movie, Brooklyn while others watched the movie, 45 Years at Palace Cinemas  

Leichhardt. Members will be participating in the World Day of Prayer at the Presbyterian Church, Abbotsford and in the 24 

hours for the Lord on the same day and night at our Parish Church which will open for 24 hours. This includes 2 Healing 

Masses, Holy Hour, Reflection, Benediction and Reconciliation. The Inaugural Canada Bay Women Connect Fascinating Friday 

High Tea has been organised for March 18, at Canada Bay Club 4 William St, Five Dock cost $45. Prize for fascinating  

headwear, contact Josie 9713-8610 or 0421 329 953 for tickets. ALL Welcome! 

Peakhurst: We have begun selling our Silver Circle Numbers...GAME  begins  28 March. Friday, 4 Feb we will be hosting 

"World Day of Prayer". Monday 21 March our ladies will provide sandwiches for our local Probus AGM, good fundraiser! 

Wednesday 21 March Parade by "Illawarra Knitters" Garments on sale or made to your measurements—morning tea at10am  

followed by parade at10.30am; admission $10. Lucky door prizes but no raffle. 

Summer Hill: Summer Hill's Luncheon and Autumn Fashion Parade is on Saturday April 16 in the Parish Hall. Commencing at 

11.30 am, the cost is $20.00. There will be a raffle. Bookings are essential as there are limited tickets. Contact Cecily Ristuccia 

on 9798 5059 for more details and bookings. 

Our 2016 year began with an Opening Mass in Our Lady’s Chapel with a warm welcome to everyone from the 

2016 President Helen Cook and a beautiful Mass was said by our Chaplain Fr Ray Farrell.  The thoughtful Mass 

Booklet was presented with a drawing on the cover from Helen Cook, representing the Year of Mercy. 

It was a happy and noisy morning with all members catching up on news over the Christmas Break and then our 

Guest Speaker, Deborah Fryer, Primary Schools Consultant, Catholic Education Office, Diocese of  

Wilcannia-Forbes spoke.  Her talk and PowerPoint presentation gave such a wonderful insight into the work being 

done at St Ignatius and St Therese.  Our Project of the Year came alive to so many of the women and all were 

thrilled that the money being raised is making such a difference to the children, teachers and the community.  

Members felt a real connection to the project. 

Coralie Fallon, mother of the music teacher Don from St Ignatius also spoke.  Coralie talked on the love and  

commitment of the teaching staff, especially her son.  She gave a lovely perspective on the POY. 

All members finished the day on a positive note, looking forward to the coming meetings and events throughout 

the year. 

            —Chris McKirdy 

We pray for the repose of the soul of Carmel Nilsen, former Bondi member. 

In the Australia Day Honours announced in January Moya Potts AM CWLA-NSW Inc President became a Member of the  

Order of Australia. Congratulations to Moya on this achievement. Sydney Archdiocese hosted a small morning tea to celebrate 

this award and acknowledge Moya’s contribution to the Archdiocese and to CWLA-NSW. Moya is most appreciative of the 

many letters and cards of congratulations she has received. Moya stated that she has walked this CWL journey with so many 

amazing women and she shares this honour with them all.  

State Council Meeting will be held on the 16th and 17th of April. Sydney Archdiocese delegates will attend. The State Bioethics 

Convenor Margo Nancarrow prepared and presented a submission on surrogacy to the House of Representatives Standing 

Committee on Social Policy and Legal Affairs. CWLA Research Officer Sonia di Mezza in conjunction with National Bioethics 

Convenor Dr Deidre Little and NIS Jane Munro also prepared a submission.  

Conference on Violence in the Media—The Stories and the Science will be held on Monday 18th July at Parliament House Sydney. 

Cost: $195. State representatives will be present at the conference. 

State News 

National News 
The installation mass for the new National Executive in South Australia took place in January to great success.  

The National Executive for 2016—2017 are as follows:  

National President - Anne Marie Clark 

National Vice President - Maureen Clark 

National Vice President - Margaret Quinn 

National Secretary - Joan Young 

National Treasurer - Geraldine Davis 



Diary Dates 
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12th April 2016 — Branch gathering with Father Henry Adler from the Divine World Missionaries 

16th-17th April — State Council Meeting 

I have quoted in full the President Maria Giovanna Ruggieri’s monthly message for February. 

 

“Following the suggestion made by Pope Francis to make an acrostic analysis of the word  

MISERICORDIA (mercy), this month I would like to propose the words idoneity and sagacity (analysed together as 

offered by Pope Francis). 

For the Holy Father, “idoneity, or suitability, entails personal effort aimed at acquiring the necessary requisites for exercising 

as best we can our tasks and duties with intelligence and insight”. 

We can  see, in such behaviour, the continuous endeavour of WUCWO women to be coherent with their faith, their  

commitment in the ecclesial community and, at the same time,  to be professional in their work, caring in their family life, 

attentive in their human relations, ready to answer to the daily challenges they are faced with. And this behaviour corre-

sponds to what Pope Francis calls sagacity. In fact he says  “sagacity is the readiness to grasp and confront situations with 

shrewdness and creativity. Idoneity and sagacity also represent our human response to divine grace, when we let ourselves 

follow the famous dictum: “Do everything as if God did not exist and then put it all in God’s hands as if you did not exist”. 

But why do we, as WUCWO women, behave in such way? Because we are aware “we have a treasure of life and love which 

cannot deceive, and a message which cannot mislead or disappoint. It penetrates to the depths of our hearts, sustaining and 

ennobling us. It is a truth which is never out of date because it reaches that part of us which nothing else can reach. Our 

infinite sadness can only be cured by an infinite love.”(EG 265) 

Another reason  which is at the basis of WUCWO commitment is that “it is not the same thing to try to build the world with 

his Gospel as to try to do so by our own lights. We know well that with Jesus life becomes richer and that with him it is easier 

to find meaning in everything. This is why we evangelize. A true missionary, who never ceases to be a disciple, knows that 

Jesus walks with him, speaks to him, breathes with him, works with him. He senses Jesus alive with him in the midst of the 

missionary enterprise. Unless we see him present at the heart of our missionary commitment, our enthusiasm soon wanes 

and we are no longer sure of what it is that we are handing on; we lack vigour and passion. A person who is not convinced, 

enthusiastic, certain and in love, will convince nobody.”(EG266). 

Idoneity and sagacity are necessary to fulfil our goals as WUCWO, a public association of faithful in the Church.  

Universal Prayer attributed to Pope Clement XI: 

“Vouchsafe to conduct me by your wisdom, to restrain me by your justice, to comfort me by your mercy, to defend me by 

your power. To thee I desire to consecrate all my thoughts, words, actions and sufferings; that hencefore I may think only of 

you, speak of you, refer all my actions to your greater glory, and suffer willingly whatever you appoint”” 

 

World Day of Prayer—could you please send in your reports as soon as possible so that I can coordinate them and 

pass them on to the State International Secretary. 

God bless 

            —Margaret Burke 

WUCWO Report 

 

REMINDER to please note out NEW phone number at the office: 9307 8383  



This year NCW NSW is celebrating their 120th birthday. The first function to mark this  

occasion was the Celebrate Being an Australian luncheon held on 28th of January at State  

Parliament House. Australia Day Awards are presented to female students to assist their  

further education. CWLA NSW sponsored an awardee Madeline Banister who is Patricia 

Bannister’s (from CWLA Maitland/Newcastle) granddaughter. Nineteen CWL members  

attended and it was a great day. 


