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saint, used to say to his followers, 
“Have peace in your soul and all 

around you hundreds will be con-
verted.” Peace is the most powerful 

weapon in the world. Peacemakers are 
a force to be reckoned with. Jesus calls 

them children of God. Powerful people 
may rule the world but people who are 

at peace with themselves may touch 

more lives. 

If we are to be his disciples we have to 
bring healing and peace to people, as 

he did. We are to be ministers of his 
presence and his peace. But this peace 

needs to be cultivated. It does not take 
root in our appearances or possessions 

or even in our gifts and talents. It goes 
deeper than that. Jesus spoke of a place 

that was  like a private room where we 

meet our father in prayer. We grow.  

And with this peace in their hearts his 

disciples needed little in the way of 
luggage. They had more than enough if 
they carried with them the spirit of 

their master and the simplicity and 

trust he had shared with them.  

When the seventy two disciples re-

turned after their successful mission, 
they were delighted with all that they 

had been able to do and Jesus cele-
brated with them. Amazing things had 

indeed happened in people’s lives, now 
everything seemed possible. Jesus knew 

what lay behind all this, and he went on 
to remind them that the greatest rea-

son they had for rejoicing was that 
their names were written in heaven. 
They belonged in God’s kingdom. They 

had a place in the heart and mind of 
God and that would never change. 

They could rest in peace. Since we too 
are  

disciples in Christ, we learn to rejoice 

Jesus was good at recognising people, 
not just by their appearance but by 

what was going on inside them. He 
could read their hearts. People felt 

comfortable in his presence. They felt 
understood, as if they had something in 

common with him. When he was with 
them they felt as if they were his 

brothers and sisters. 

He was like this because there was no 

pretence in him. He had little time for 
questions of personal status. He was 

free to be himself. When you read the 
gospels you get the impression that 

nothing got in his way. He was able to 
get close to people because his life was 

not cluttered by things which did not 
matter. And when he sent his followers 

out he wanted them to be like him. 
“Carry no purse, no haversack, no  

sandals,” he said, “And let your first 
words be “Peace to this house!”” His 

disciples were to be recognised not for 
what they were wearing or carrying 

but by who they were. 

Jesus speaks of peace. It was a  

direction given in a situation of great 
need. The harvest was great and the 

labourers few. But Jesus was not driven 
to panic measures. The greatest  

resource he had was the witness of his 
disciples and they would only be  

effective if they took with them the 
simplicity, trust and peace they had 

seen in Jesus. So they went out, not to 
conquer the world, but to bring healing 

to the sick and peace to all who longed 
for it. And they came back rejoicing. 

Wonderful things happened when they 

went out in his name. 

Saint Seraphim of Sarov, a Russian 
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President’s Report 

and trust in him, sharing that peace 

with others. 

—Father Ray 

 

At times, usually when we are in  

contemplative prayer, late at night or 

when we have “alone time”, a 

thought will drift into our  

consciousness. Not a fully developed 

plan just vague intuitions and, as yet, 

unclear direction (Henri Nouwen, 

the first two acting on the basis of 

our embryonic ideas). 

I guess the trick is to work from this 

“hunch” to trying things out, moving 

towards a clearer understanding of 

what we should be doing. 

Inevitably, there will be obstacles,  

hurdles, and distractions to block our 

path. 

Our intention this year is to be an 

open and collaborative executive, 

working with council to nurture  

members and improve  

communication at the same time, 

trusting in the grace and mercy of 

our Father to lead and protect us. 

 

God’s blessing, 

—Helen 

 

 

WUCWO DAY REPORT – 10.5.16    

Those who attended our WUCWO 

Day had a most moving and special day. 

From the beautiful Mass said by our 
Chaplain, Fr Ray Farrell, to the prayers 
and Mass Booklet prepared by  

Margaret Burke, Helen Cook and  
Maddie Er. The Mass set the tone for 

the day. Margaret Burke was able to 
invite Anthony Ryan from the  

Edumund Rice Centre as the Guest 

Speaker.  He was fantastic. 

Anthony spoke to his power-point 

presentation and members gained a 
valuable insight into the unspeakable 

horrors of the camps in Nairobi, and 
the many works of the Edmund Rice 

Centre.  Anthony is just one of many 
amazing Australians making such a  
difference in our world. The far-

reaching work of the Edmund Rice 

Centre, must be commended. 

JUNE SPIRITUALITY DAY 

On June 14, members enjoyed an  

uplifting and enjoyable day with our 
Guest Speaker Fr Wim Hoeskra.  Fr 

Wim gave a moving talk on St Peter.  
He had members thinking in a different 

way and he was such an enlightening 
and engaging speaker.  We thank Fr 
Wim for his spirituality and hopefully 

our Spirituality Day will become an 

annual event. 

The National Council of Women of NSW 

On Tuesday June 28, Catholic 

Women’s League Sydney members 

Sally Fennell (CWL State Representa-

tive of NCW), Maddie Er, Michelle  
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Peg McEntee OAM (Development & 

Protocol Officer) recently received 

Honorary Life Membership of National 

Council of Women NSW.   

Congratulations Peg! 

 

We ask for prayers for all members, 
family and friends throughout New 

South Wales who are struggling at this 
time. 

 
Margo Nancarrow (Bio-Ethics Officer) 

has the newsletter ‘Bio-ethics and You’ 
out and if anyone would like a copy 

emailed direct to them, contact Margo 
– bjmnan4@bigpond.com.  She  
welcomes comments and questions. 

 

Moya, State President is recovering 

well after a knee operation. 

 

Peace be with you, 

Denise McCaffery    

Secretary CWLA-NSW 

WUCWO Day 10th May 2016 

The day opened with Mass in the 

chapel, celebrated by our chaplain  

Father Ray. Margaret Burke welcomed 

everyone and read the introductory 

prayer. All prayers of the day were 

prepared by the Women of Europe 

and the theme was Jubilee of Mercy. 

Our Hymns were The Beatitudes,  

STATE NEWS Pedersen and Chris McKirdy and Past 

President NCW NSW  Peg McEntee 

and Rosaleen Goldie attended a  

Morning Tea at the Town Hall in  

honour of The National Council of 

Women of NSW 120 years.  NCW 

President, Nola Barkl welcomed  

everyone, including past Governor 

Dame Marie Bashir. 

 

It was a wonderful morning for the 50 

women present – hearing stories of the 
women who attended the first  

gathering at Lulworth in 1895, and 
those who attended the very first  

National Council of Women meeting in 
1896.  Each women present was given 

the name of a women who attended 
these gatherings and told to research 

them.  Some NCW members dressed 
in the fashion of the times and talked 
on their particular woman.  This was 

very interesting and enjoyable. 

 

All present were given a token gift and 
a commemorative booklet of 120 years 

of NCW NSW.  It was a wonderful 
way to celebrate 120 years of National 

Council of Women of NSW. 

 

CWL members present were delighted 

when Peg McEntee OAM was  
presented with a Honorary Life  

Membership of NCW NSW. 

 

—Chris McKirdy 
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Come Holy Spirit, and Companions on 

a Journey. Our intercession prayers 

were for those who suffered violence, 

refugees, and asking for Mercy. 

After Mass we proceeded to the Dame 

Barlow room for our meeting. A video 

was shown outlining the work of 

WUCWO and what it stands for. 

Prayers following the theme Jubilee of 

Mercy were then read by Margaret 

Burke and Sandra Skarsky. A short 

meeting followed. 

Following lunch Margaret Burke  

introduced the guest speaker Anthony 

Ryan, CEO of the Edmund Rice  

Foundation. Anthony spoke about the 

work he does in South Africa among 

the people of the slums. He showed us 

slides of the slums and how people live 

with no toilets, very basic shelters of 

one room holding families of 8 to10. 

medicine is very expensive, therefore 

people suffer and often die through 

lack of medical help. Children have 

very little schooling and the rubbish tip 

becomes the work place of many,  

picking through the rubbish for what 

they can make use of. 

Anthony raises money through  

corporate help and often takes  

executives from these organisations or 

companies to see first hand how  

people live, helping them to see the 

practical help that is needed in these 

places. Anthony talked about how it’s 

important provide positive aid through  

empowerment. Anthony showed a 

very interesting video titled How the 

Wolves Changed the River, which  

described the concept of Trophic  

Cascade; in nature this relates to  

balancing and unbalancing natural food 

chains and the impact it has on certain 

environments. In relation to humans. 

Anthony linked this to the different 

anecdotes he shared and how a 

“Trophic Cascade” moment can  

introduce a change within one’s  

outlook on life. 

Loretta Chester thanked Anthony and 

a small donation was given. The raffle 

was then drawn and meeting closed. 

Monies were collected on the day and 

$576 will be forwarded to WUCWO. 

The words for June are innocuousness 

and determination. Innocuousness 

makes us cautious in our judgements. 

Determination is acting with resolute 

will, and clear vision. 

We need to practice refraining from 

impulsive and hasty actions. Sometimes 

we do not think about the conse-

quences of some words and actions 

which may hurt people. We need to 

bring out the best in ourselves. In  

order to fulfil such attitude we need to 

ask for God’s support through daily 

prayer. If we accept the invitation of St 

Peter to set ourselves on the living 

stone, like Jesus, we too can  be living 

stone and we can act with determina-

tion and obedience to God. We can rid 
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ourselves of spite, deceit, hypocrisy, 

envy and criticism. 

WUCWO nominated 8th June to pray 

for “One minute of Peace”. It’s not too 

late for us to pray for peace in the 

world.  

July Monthly message asks us to  

remember World Youth Day celebra-

tions in Cracow. Its motto is “Blessed 

are the merciful, they shall have Mercy 

shown to them”. The theme of mercy 

is connected to two words charity and 

truth. Pope Francis urges us to “speak 

the truth in charity and practising  

charity in truth.” These two virtues 

seem particularly appropriate to  

dialogue, create bridges with the young 

generations. Too often we work to 

transmit the truth of our faith imposing 

and considering whoever does not 

share our faith as enemy or evil. We 

behave as the “dutiful son “of the  

parable the prodigal son. We  

sometimes see this happen with the 

young; in them we see superficiality, 

indifference. This can also render us 

incapable of offering our values with 

charity, which is not accepted by the 

young generations. We need to  

practice combing these virtues charity 

and truth to be meaningful witness of 

the Holy Father. 

Let us pray so that we may improve 

our path to become more and more 

similar to the merciful Lord. 

We pray that the youth experience in 

Cracow, gives them grace to reap 

abundant fruits. 

Teach them how to convey the faith to 

those in doubt. Love to those who feel 

indifferent. Forgive those who have 

done wrong and joy to those who are 

happy. Mary Mother of Mercy pray for 

us.    

—Margaret Burke 

International Secretary 

Archdiocese of Sydney 

Have you watched CLEVERMAN? 

The ABC recently aired a new  

television series called Cleverman, a 

show set in the not-too-distant future, 

that combines Aboriginal mythology 

and Dreamtime with a superhero twist. 

Ryan Griffen, series creator, wanted to 

bring to life an Aboriginal superhero 

for his son. Part of the process was 

figuring out how to bring together  

aspects of Aboriginal lore, culture,  

languages and Dreaming in a way that 

was captivating, but still respectful of 

traditional cultures and practices. 

Griffen and writer Jon Bell drew from 

traditions of their own respective 

countries, seeking permission to show 

aspects of culture, like secret men’s 

business, before anything else.  

 

Language too, was an important aspect 

in the creation of Cleverman, with 

Griffen hoping to give new purpose to 
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Why Teacher’s Drink 

The following questions were set in an examination 

and are genuine answers (from sixteen year olds)... 

 

Q. Name the four seasons 

A. Salt, pepper, mustard, vinegar 

Q. How is dew formed 

A. The sun shines down on the leaves and makes them perspire 

Q. What causes the tides in the ocean? 

A. The tides are a fight between the earth and the moon. All water tends to 

flow towards the moon, because there is no water on the moon, and nature 

abhors a vacuum. I forget where the sun joins the fight 

Q. What happens to your body as you age 

A. When you get old, so do your bowels and you get intercontinental 

Q. What happens to a boy when he reaches puberty 

A. He says goodbye to his boyhood and looks forward to his adultery 

Q. How can you delay milk turning sour 

A. Keep it in the cow 

Q. What is a seizure? 

A. A Roman Emperor 

Q. What is a terminal illness? 

A. When you are sick at the airport 

languages that are all too quickly becoming obsolete.  

One of the directors Leah Purcell, when asked if there was only a certain extent to 

which non-Aboriginal people can partake in the sharing of Aboriginal stories, she 

responded with, “There are some stories that are ours and should be ours and 

only for us, but there’s a majority of them that need to be shared to allow for  

understanding.” 

 

The first season of Cleverman is available to view on ABC iView until 21st July 2016 



 

 

 

BEWARE OF SCAMS 

Even though we are all sensible people, we must be aware that there are a lot 

of scams out there.  These people prey on the aged, lonely and vulnerable; they 

can be very forceful and convincing.  Such scams are not only via the telephone 

but also via the post or letterbox drops and email.  Many people have lost  

hundreds and even thousands of dollars to scams. 

Reports to Scamwatch reveal that people over the age of 55 accounts for 40% 

of all reported scams with a total of $21 million lost in 2015.  This is appalling 

and very sad.  Some losing $300,000.00 or more, and this is just the tip of the 

iceberg because many are not reported at all. 

Scammers target those looking to boost their retirement  savings or maximise 

their investments shortly after retirement.  Investment scams across all ages 

was the worst of 2015 with an estimated $22 million in losses. 

If you have experienced any such calls or correspondence, it is important to 

talk about it with family, friends and any groups so that we can be aware of 

what is going around. 

Beware of callers claiming to be from a technology company or telco like  

Microsoft or Telstra saying your computer has some serious issue.  The  

scammer will request access to the computer and if granted, that’s it, they will 

have all your details. 

The past year has seen a move from scammers claiming that victims will get a 

refund or rebate for something to making threats that unless a payment is made 

for some misconduct or minor offence, the victim will face arrest and  

prosecution.  Never give your details over the phone or fill out any forms that 

you are unfamiliar with or that you have not solicited. 

If you have access, take the time to check government websites. 

www.scamwatch.gov.au 

www.moneysmart.gove.au 

www.communications.gove.au/stay-smart-online 

       —Sandra Skarsky 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 
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NCW NSW Jean Arnot Luncheon 

 

The Jean Arnot luncheon, held at Parliament House, celebrating ladies in their 

90th year was a joyous celebration.  28 representatives from CWL Sydney at-

tended to celebrate with nominees Esther Doyle, Mary Cantrall, Mary Melville, 

and Francoise Gilroy (CWL Sydney Harbour North). Esther was selected from 

the nominees to cut the cake & she responded delightfully on behalf of the 90 

year olds. 



 

 

BRANCH NEWS Restaurant, Tiger’s Club,  

Barnstaple Rd Five Dock. All  

welcome. Cost $25 includes main 

course and dessert. For lunch 

bookings please RSVP Josie Pap-

palardo 9713 8610 by Friday 1st 

July 

Peakhurst: We are deeply  

saddened at the passing of  

Peakhurst member Francis Finch’s 

husband, Paul. We ask you to 

please keep Francis and her family 

in your prayers. 

 

PRAYER FOR TODAY 

Everyday I need you, 

Lord, but this day specially. 

I need some extra strength to face 

Whatever is to be; 

I need to feel you near— 

To fortify my courage and to 

overcome my fear. 

By myself I cannot meet the 

challenge of the hour. There  are 

times when human creatures need a  

higher Power—to help them bear 

what must be borne. And so, dear 

Lord, I pray—hold on to my 

trembling hand and be with me 

today. 

    

  —Fr Gerard Dowling 

Enfield: A message written by 

the Principal of St Joseph’s  

Primary School showed their  
appreciation for CWL Enfield: 

“This week I was also invited to 

the Catholic Women’s League 

morning tea. This group of  

dedicated women gathers  

regularly and have organised  

numerous events to support the 

parish over many, many years. It 

was a delight to meet with such 

faith filled people who gather to 

nurture not only each other’s faith 

but the faith of others. Many of 

the members are well into their 

eighties and yet they try to do 

good in Jesus’ name. How blessed 

we are to have such women in 

our parish. I was also very thankful 

for the donation they made to our 

school for our children. We will  

purchase a set of children’s bibles 

for use in the classrooms with 

their generous gift. Thank you!” 

Apologies to CWL Enfield, as this 

message was meant to be in the last 

issue of Inform. 

Five Dock: We had a successful 

Mother’s Day raffle and are  

preparing our first silver circle. 

On Wednesday 6 July we will  

celebrate the Feast Day of St. 
Maria Goretti with Mass at 11am, 

All Hallows Five Dock followed by 

lunch at 12pm, Carmen’s  
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We pray for the repose of the soul of MARGOT KEANEY member of Sydney Harbour  

North. From April 2007 to September 2015 Margot delighted us with her insightful  

articles in “In Touch”, and PAT GALLAGHER from Concord West 

A Love That Transcends Time And 

Culture  

by Fr Martin R Maunsell, St Kevin's Eastwood 

 

A friend of mine from Perth sent me an 

email about elephants! The email tells us some extraordinary insights 

about these animals. It is such an inspiring and insightful story that I want 

to share it with as many people as I can. 

“A few years ago Lawrence Anthony died, he was a legendary wildlife figure in 

South Africa who wrote 3 books on elephants and the last one was an interna-

tional bestseller “The Elephant Whisperer”. His whole life was devoted to car-

ing for animals especially elephants. 

Lawrence Anthony’s wife Francoise recalls that on the 9th of March, only 2 

days after her husband died, a total of 31  elephants travelled at least 20 kilo-

metres single file to the front of their home that faced the entrance of a Na-

tional Park. What moved and impressed Francoise so much was that none of 

these animals had been to the front of their home for at least 3 years! They 

stayed there for two days and nights as a sign of their deep love and respect 

for the man who they knew loved and respected them so much. While they 

were in front of the house they also had nothing to eat and drink!” 

Hearing this remarkable story made me wonder that there are some 

things in our universe that we as humans will never be able to truly un-

derstand... In God we trust! 
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Tuesday August 9:  Annual Mass & Luncheon, 10.30am 

Monday August 22: Western Region Reflection Day, 10.30am at Our Lady of the 

Rosary Church, Fairfield 

Saturday August 27: Ryde/Gladesville Spring Fashion Parade, St Charles  

Borromeo Parish Hall, Ryde at 1pm on. Admission $10. Lucky 

door prizes, raffle.  Phone Beth  9807 4334 for bookings  

Tuesday September 6: CWL Sydney hosts a Meet and Greet 

Free Men’s  

Breakfast, Level 5 Polding Centre 7.30am 

Tuesday September 13: Branch gathering - Movie Day and Buy, 

Swap, Sell, 10.30am. Great fun day—invite your friends! 

Tuesday October 11: Our Chaplain Father Ray’s 70th Birthday 

Party, come along and celebrate with us—fun games and quizzes! 

Sunday October 23: Concord West Garden Party High Tea 

Fundraiser 1-4pm $25 plus raffle on the day. Contact June 

97468951 

Tuesday November 8: AGM, Polding Centre 

Tuesday November 29: Catholic Women’s League Sydney 

Christmas Luncheon at Burwood RSL, 11.30 for noon 

 

Reminder: The Eucharistic Procession will not be held in June this year but 

on the Feast of Christ the King in November, further details to come closer 

to the date 

DIARY DATES 


