
Moya’s Message 

As we journey through our centenary year it has been a great pleasure to 

attend the Catholic Women’s League branch masses celebrating the 100 

years of CWL Sydney. This month I have visited Summer Hill branch, Ryde 

branch, Drummoyne branch and Kingsgrove branch masses. Loretta Chester 

has visited Peakhurst mass on my behalf as it coincided with the Drummoyne mass. The masses have all been 

beautifully prepared and I am very grateful to the Parish Priests of the aforementioned parishes for their support of 

Catholic Women’s League and the kind words of praise expressed to the members within their parish for all they 

do within their local parish and community.  

 

It has been my privilege to address the congregation at these masses and applaud the work of the members. The 

DVD ‘At the Heart of Women’ has been available for sale and there has been great interest in it. I look forward to 

visiting Five Dock and Oatley branch in the near future. I have been joined at the masses by many Sydney 

councillors and members of other branches who have all been supportive of the celebrations and it has been a 

great demonstration of faith and friendship.  

 

The Civic Reception held in the Lady Mayoress’s Rooms at Sydney Town Hall and hosted by the Lord Mayor 

Clover Moore was another occasion to acknowledge the journey of Catholic Women’s League within the city of 

Sydney. CWL has had offices in the CBD since the first meeting held in 1913. An extract from my speech on the 

evening included reference to past events held at the Town Hall. “In 1951 during the Commonwealth Jubilee the 

Legion of Catholic Women hosted a reception for Cardinal Gilroy and other distinguished guests. In 1953 the 

Eucharistic Congress was held and CWA was given considerable responsibilities in the planning of the women’s 

events which included representatives of women from catholic organisation from around the world, this meeting 

was held in the Town Hall. In 9170 during the Bicentenary of Capt. Cook’s arrival in Botany Bay CWL participated 

in ‘The Pageant of Endeavour’ which was held at Sydney Town Hall. On display was the portrait of Carolyn 

Chisholm’s journey in the outback astride her horse Captain, painted by Arthur Boothroyd, which is on display in 

our office. Many Lord Mayors have attended the Cardinal’s dinners of the past and a civic reception was held for 

delegates attending the 1984 CWLA NSW State conference.” As you can see our relationship with the Lord 

Mayor’s office has a long history and I am very grateful to the Lord Mayor for her hospitality and her greeting. 

 

As we approach the National Conference in Townsville we pray for our State President Carolyn and CWLA-NSW 

Inc delegates that they may be guided by the Holy Spirit in their action.  

 

Next month we celebrate mass in the chapel on level 6 and gather for a High Tea at Ridges Hotel, please book in 

for another fabulous centenary celebration.  

            God Bless, Moya. 
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National News 

State News 

Branch News 

-Reminder: Any  outstanding raffle tickets for National Conference, sold or unsold 

must be returned immediately to the Sydney office as they have to be forwarded  to 

State Treasurer by 23rd July. 

-National Newsletter: Now available at www.cwla.org.au. Hardcopy available 

through Sydney office— $5 copy (printing cost). This edition features reports from 

national conveners and research officer, news from member organisations and 

conference information.  

-Report from CWLA Research Officer CWLA has been favourably quoted in the 

Minority Report of the Inquiry into the Sex Discrimination Amendment (Sexual 

Orientation, Gender Identity and Intersex Status) Bill 2013. Information in folder.  

-National International Secretary Report on CSW57 enclosed in folder. 

-Family Fast Day - November 2013, Mary MacKillop International, East Timor—

Tetum Programme. 

-WCF State Presidents Report and the Declaration of World Congress of Families V11,  

Sydney is now available from the office. 

Fairfield: We recently held our annual "Biggest Morning Tea" for the Cancer Council 

which was again very successful despite the bad weather on that day. We also hold a 

stall of homemade goodies for our own projects.  $530.00 was raised for the Cancer 

Council and $250.00 for CWL. Well done! Our Branch also celebrated the Sydney 

Centenary with a Parish Vigil Mass on Saturday, 25th May. Father Terry was very 

gracious and gave us a good wrap. Moya attended and addressed the congregation 

before introducing the DVD trailer which was very well received by all. We sold four 

DVD's that evening, a pleasing result. 

Branches Celebrate Sydney Centenary  

Let the celebrations begin... 

Sunday 11th August, Five Dock Branch Mass at10am  

Saturday 24th August, Oatley Branch Mass at 5pm  

When advertising your Branch Mass within your Parish please note it is the CWL Branch 

Parish Mass Celebrating the CWL Sydney Centenary. 

 

Centenary Photos: 

You can view photos from 

the CWL Sydney Centenary  

Luncheon on our Facebook 

page and online at 

www.cwlsydney.org.au  

Sydney News 
Petition enclosed from National Council of Women NSW regarding  Outdoor Bill-

board Advertising of adult content, particularly the appropriateness of such advertising 

in close proximity to schools.  

Newsletters available from office including Living Grace Bulletin, Marist Youth Care and 

the new Archdiocesan newsletter Catholic Talk.  

Centenary Reception was hosted by Lord Mayor Clover Moore at the Lady  

Mayoresses Rooms, Sydney Town Hall on Thursday, 20th June. It was a great occasion 

enjoyed by all in attendance. Photos enclosed in folder.  
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Centenary Year Diary Dates 
July 20:  Marian Court Dinner, 18 Margaret St, Strathfield. Commencing at 6pm for 

7pm dinner. Canapés and three course meal $90 per person. To book contact Sue 

Halliday ph: 9746 2978 or email: marianct@tpg.com.au. 

August 13:  10am- Mass in the Chapel of our Lady on Polding Centre.   

11am - Elegant High Tea at Rydges World Square Ballroom.  

RSVP with payment to office by Thursday, 18 July.  

September 2-5: National Biennial Conference, Townsville  

Theme: Eucharist—Facilitated by Father Graeme Malone SSS 

Date: Monday, 29th July 

Time: Mass at10:30am. Meeting following lunch, Church Hall 1pm-2pm 

Location: All Hallows Catholic Church, Halley Street, Five Dock. 

BYO Lunch: Tea and coffee provided. Cost: Donation 

RSVP: Monica Moschella—Ph: 9721 2106 

Western Region Reflection Day  

Thank you to Moya for her Centenary presentation and Sally, Kay and Anne for 

attending the Mass, it is much appreciated. Following Mass we had dinner at Fairfield 

RSL Club, which was very impressive, a group of 20, including Father Terry enjoyed 

a lovely evening.  

Peakhurst: We have had a very successful Centenary Mass and we thank Loretta 

and three committee ladies, Denise, Helen and Sandra for travelling great distances 

to celebrate the Mass with us.  We thank Loretta for her kind words.  Two of our 

ladies attended the seminar for Indigenous people with the guest speaker being 

Geoff McMullen and found it very interesting.  

Five Dock:  On 27 May , 10 members  attended  Phillips Landing Concord Cancer 

Council Biggest Morning Tea. In our Parish we held a Biggest Morning Tea on 23 

June and raised $427 for the Cancer Council. We have recently started our 3rd 

Silver Circle. On Sunday 30 June, 12 members attended St. Marks Drummoyne 

Church for their Branch Parish Mass celebrating the CWL Sydney Centenary. 

Marian Court: During the month of May Marian Court Residents were invited to 

take part in a program with Telstra and Meriden School on the use of iPads. 

Eighteen Residents attended the first introduction session with the iPads being 

supplied by Telstra and each Resident partnered with one Meriden Student who 

instructed them.  The Meriden School administration was keen to continue these 

sessions and they have now been running some weeks, proving very informative and 

enjoyable for the Residents.  These will continue next Term and in August, Telstra 

will present Marian Court with two iPads for our use as a thank you for being part 

of the project.  This has been such an exciting endeavour for us. We were also 

invited into the Meriden Lingwood Pre-school, which is based next door to Marian 

Court, to share a morning tea with the students and participate in some activities. 

This was enjoyed greatly by the 20 Marian Court residents in attendance. The 

children often interact with our Residents out the front and were very happy and 

excited to have us there. The Marian Court Dinner plans are progressing well, with 

100 guests already booked to attend. It is sure to be a great night. 
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Editors: Christine 

Britten and Emily Potts 

News from the School of  St Jude  
We are delighted to announce that in Term 1, your sponsored student Valeria Fabian 

Mollel received a Dux award in the subject of English and another Dux award in the 

subject of Science. 

The Feast Day of Maria Goretti was celebrated on July 6, she is the    patron saint of 

purity, rape victims, young women and youth in general.  In 2003 the Catholic 

Women’s League Australia national office raised awareness of sexual abuse of young 

children by producing a prayer card. This prayer card was designed by the children of 

St. Marks Primary School, Drummoyne and the prayer inspired by the words of the 

children. 

Dear Lord 

I know I pray to you each day  

for things that are selfish and greedy 

but today I want to ask you 

to watch over the children most needy. 

I know some people use them 

 in ways not meant to be 

Please dear Lord, protect them, 

from their pain, set them free. 

I want to pray for the kids out there, 

who are ragged and homeless and poor,  

that their shelter and clothing and food is good, 

and that they suffer no more. Amen 

(Hannah aged 11) 

St. Maria Goretti pray for us and for suffering children every-

where. 

Invitation to ‘Exploring Perspectives—Forum on Constitutional Recognition 

of Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander peoples’.  

Date: Thursday 18th July, 2013.   

Venue: Paddington Uniting Church, 395 Oxford Street, Paddington.   

Time: 6pm registration/refreshments 7pm start—9pm. 

Speakers: Linda Burney MP, Gary Highland, National Director, ANTaR  Aunty Millie 

Ingram, Wiradjuri Elder followed by panel Q&A.  

Enquiries: Frennie: frennie@tpg.com.au 

Women’s Reconciliation Network 

Feast Day of  St. Maria Goretti 

We pray for the repose of the soul of  

Audrey Casey, Marian Court, Margaret Keogh, Peakhurst, Ann Walsh & Ena Madden, former 

Enfield members. 


