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on the laws and rituals of a religion 

has it lose its meaning. God in Jesus is 

as close as his nearest disciple, and to 

serve the disciple is to serve Him. 

We are called to do as the wealthy 

woman did in offering hospitality to 

Elisha. This could be as simple as a 

greeting, or an offer of help or advice, 

and offer these knowing that we do 

so because serving them is to serve 

Christ. 

Service to God is inextricably  

connected to service to people—we 

cannot have a religion that is  

exclusively focused on rules and ritual 

as it is not at the heart of faith. We 

can honour God by serving Him, not 

by emulating the scribes and  

Pharisees. Our faith should similarly 

be central to our identity. We are  

reminded that we live our faith by 

our actions, not by our possessions. 

We live our faith in service to Christ. 

 

Reflection on 13th Sunday Year A 

Jesus taught that discipleship was not a 

hobby for religious people, but was 

meant to be something wholehearted 

and accessible to all. Discipleship is the 

priority, and our religion is based on 

loving one another as Jesus did.  

Jesus lived and taught in a way that  

reclaimed religion for all and  

challenged the elite. 

In the First Reading we hear of a 

wealthy woman extending hospitality 

to a traveller, the prophet Elisha. This 

woman received the reward of a son. 

In the Second Reading, we understand 

how this story is relevant to us in the 

modern context. It shows how the  

believer in Christ identifies with Him. 

What happens to Him happens to us 

who follow Him. Therefore, those who 

perform even the lowliest of service 

for a disciple of Jesus, they will not 

lose their reward. 

Resented by the powerful scribes and 

Pharisees, Jesus gained a following 

amongst the underclass through his 

determination to bring religion back to 

the marginalised. Focusing too much 
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President’s Report 

We are already halfway through the 

year—how quickly time goes by. 

We were so pleased to have Kathryn, 

Thomas and  Godwin from Catholic 

Mission come and speak to us in June 

about the fantastic projects they are 

involved in across the world.   

We learnt that there are pregnant 

women in Uganda who do not have 

safe access to the local hospital, and 

are often forced to ride on a  

motorbike, putting themselves and 

their unborn child at risk. The  

hospital similarly lacks funding and 

has been unable to provide  

appropriate facilities to new mothers 

and babies, including access to  

running water and showering/toilet 

facilities.  

We pray for these women and those 

who work tirelessly at Catholic  

Mission to provide support and  

funding to project such as this. We 

pray Catholic Mission meet their  

targets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to extend a warm  

congratulations to Sr Judith Clark 

from Concord West branch, who was 

honoured at the NCW Jean Arnot 

luncheon in May. Thank you to all the 

Concord West ladies who came to 

celebrate the wonderful and  

dedicated work Sr Judith has done. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Craft Day was a fantastic success 

raising money for St Patrick’s  

Brewarrina. I am in awe of how  

generous CWL members are. We 

raised $960 on the day, a fantastic  

figure. Thank you for your generosity. 

The room was decorated beautifully, 

with displays from many of our  

talented members and paintings sent 

from students at St Patrick’s. We were 

also joined by our friends from  

Parramatta and Lithgow, with CWL 

Parramatta President Colleen Fuller 

showing us some of her fantastic craft 

skills.  Thank you to all who came, and 

those who contributed their craft and 

skills on the day. 

We recently voted on our new  

Project of the Year for 2017/18. I’m 

pleased to announce that we will be 

supporting the renovations of  



 

 

 

Craft Day 

The 13th of June was the last fundraiser 

for our Project of the Year supporting 

St Patrick’s Brewarrina. It was a  

successful and enjoyable day for all.  

Around the room there were many of 

our talented members’ works and craft 

goods on display, such as quilts,  

embroidery, calligraphy, crochet and knit 

work, drawings, and more. There was 

also a hands-on table to learn a new 

craft like origami, car making or to  

relax by colouring in. 

There was the chance to purchase 

some of the goods members had  

donated to sell, including greeting cards, 

slices, jams and sauces, jewellery,  

artwork and handmade bags.  

Everybody enjoyed a hot lunch with 

party pies, sausage rolls and quiches as 

well as some sandwiches and  

lamingtons.  After lunch, people had the 

opportunity to explain their craft to 

the members.  

The paintings by the children at  

St Patricks Brewarrina were auctioned, 

with one bought by the Sydney office, 

and is now on display in the office. 

The generosity of the CWL Sydney  

resulted in the day raising $960 

 Thank you to everyone that donated 

money, brought in goods to be sold,  

displayed their works and participated 

in the day. We’re lucky to have such  

talented members! 

 

Photos from the day on pages 5 and 6. 

 

St Francis Xavier church in Enngonia. 

In your branch folders you will find an 

email response from a Parish  

representative on receiving the news 

their project was successful.  

We had many fantastic submissions for 

Project of the Year and thank all those 

who submitted a proposal.  There 

were many worthy causes, and as such 

we have decided to donate $200 to 

each unsuccessful project. 

Also in the branch folders you will find 

a newsletter from the Catholic  

Education Office of Wilcannia Forbes 

with an article about Catholic 

Women’s League’s contribution to the 

schools we have supported through 

our Projects of the Year. It is great to 

read how our fundraising has  

positively impacted the young stu-

dents. 

God’s blessings 

Helen Cook 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SYDNEY NEWS 



 

 

Women’s Reconciliation Council 

On 25 May Judy & I joined our WRN 

ladies on an interesting 90 minutes 

guided walk around Redfern. Our 

lovely Indigenous Guide, Donna, 

showed us the development of the 

area since the unsettling days of drugs 

& crime of the 70’s.   We saw Theatre, 

Sporting facilities and a building for 

Seniors to meet & socialise with their 

friends.  A special school for  

Indigenous children to learn about 

there culture has been established by 

The Jesuits next door to the  

St Vincent de Paul Church.    

A sculpture of Mum Shirl & a plaque 

honouring Fr Ted Kennedy are near 

the Church entrance.   

After the walk we met at Biri Biri 

Cafe for refreshments including  

quandong bread, finger lime bread 

while sipping lemon myrtle or  

wattleseed tea at this Indigenous run 

Redfern Cafe. 

— Marlene Wallace & Judy Eldridge  

  

 

 

 

Our State President Ann Pereira has 

passed on news of the CWLA  

National Conference, taking place in 

Adelaide in September of this year.  

The conference dates are the  

11th—13th September at the Hilton 

Hotel, with the 11th being the  

National Council Meeting, registration 

and the Opening Mass.  

The key note speaker for the  

conference is Father Richard Leonard, 

Jesuit priest, author and film critic. 

Other guest speakers include Bill 

Denny AM, Sister Patricia Kean, 

Archbishop Willson,  and Sonia di 

Mezza. 

Cost of accommodation is $250 per 

night, twin share. Registration is $300. 

Please contact us if you are interested 

in attending and we can pass on the 

booking code to ensure you receive 

this discounted rate. 

Registration for the conference is now 

open, forms were distributed in branch 

folders in June. If you require more 

copies or more information on the 

conference, please call us on  

9307 8383 or visit http://

www.cwla.org.au/index.php/cwla-

conference/cwla-48th-biennial-

conference-2017 to download a form. 

 

The CWLA-NSW website has a  

fantastic blog with information on 

Catholic news and current affairs. 

There is also information on events 

coming up in other Diocese.  We  

encourage our members to have a 

read. 

https://cwlanswblog.wordpress.com/

blog/ 

 

 

 

 

 

STATE NEWS 
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From the June 3017 National Bioethics Newsletter 

 

On the NSW Parliament Agenda for August is the Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill 

2017. 

 

This bill will allow a person over 25 and expected to die within 12 months from  

illness to be able to request their doctor to provide them with a lethal drug. 

There are some guidelines to determine who is eligible, but these have been  

determined by a Parliamentary Group made up of pro-euthanasia identities.  Any 

submissions that have been made to this committee will remain secret and never 

published. 

 

They have not taken into consideration older people and the pressure that can 

be placed on them by family, friends and/or media. There is a lack of funding to 

provide resources for Mental Health Care, especially for older people at  

significant risk of self harm. 

 

The Bill’s terminology is vague and imprecise. It provides for physician-assisted 

dying, rather than voluntary euthanasia. There seems to be no suggestion of  

alternatives such as well managed palliative care. 

 

In Belgium the rate of euthanasia has increased significantly from 2007 to 2013. 

Over 1 out of every 25 person’s deaths are from deliberate poisoning.  

More than 1 in 10 ‘hastened deaths’ are without an explicit request from the  

patient. 

 

Read more in the complete National Bioethics Newsletter (contained in the 

Branch folders). 

           — Anne Wells 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIOETHICS 



 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

Have your say on retirement village reforms 

 

NSW Fair Trading is inviting public comment on draft reforms affecting the 

state’s retirement villages. 

 

The new regulation will retain a number of existing provisions, while also  

making amendments to reduce excessive administrative requirements for  

operators, and improve protection for both prospective and current residents. 

 

Among the proposed changes to the regulation is a requirement for greater 

transparency in contracts. 

 

NSW Fair Trading is seeking public and stakeholder comment on the changes 

that are designed to make the process easier for both operators and the people 

who are looking at moving into a retirement village. 

 

Other key reforms include: 

 empowering residents by allowing new matters for which village rules can 

be created, including smoking in communal areas; 

 requiring clearer information in annual budgets around head office  

expenses; 

 improving financial management in villages by requiring operators to  

forecast budget expenditure accurately and not rely on contingencies; and, 

 modernising the way documents can be served, including by electronic 

means. 

 

The reforms follow consultation with residents and industry stakeholders, and 

are available for feedback at www.fairtrading.nsw.gov.au or by email 

to rvregulation2017@finance.nsw.gov.au   

 

Submissions close 20 July 2017. 

 

More detailed information on this at http://www.fairtrading.nsw.gov.au/ftw/

About_us/Have_your_say/Retirement_villages_regulation_2017.page? 

 
 

Press release © State of New South Wales through Department of Finance, Services and Innovation 2014.  
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NCW JEAN ARNOT LUNCHEON 

The 25th Jean Arnot Lunch, celebrating ladies in their 90th year, was held at  

Parliament House in May. 18 CWL Sydney members attend the lunch –  

a number from CWL Concord West supporting nonagenarian Sr Judith. There 

were many familiar faces, with Carmel Keys from CWL Broken Bay and Pat 

Garnsey and Lesley Gorbach from CWL Maitland Newcastle also receiving 

awards. 

I am very grateful to June Clarke Maureen Arrow & Joy Graham for their help in  

setting up the dining room – without them I would have been lost as only one 

NCW NSW member was there to help. The girls’ contributions were  

acknowledged in the NCW NSW Newsletter and the report on the function on 

the Website.  Congratulations to all the wonderful women who were honoured 

on the day. 

   —Sally Fennell, Delegate for CWLA NSW to NCW NSW 

 

 

 



 

 

We pray for the repose of the souls of MARGARET MICHELETTI former President 

of Drummoyne Branch, CATHERINE KENNEDY from North Sydney Branch. 

Branch News 

Tuesday 8th August — Annual Mass and Luncheon, with a hot lunch and guest 

speakers from the Barefoot Nurses. 

Monday 11th September—Wednesday 13th September: CWLA National 

Conference in Adelaide, South Australia. Registration $300. Accommodation at the 

Hilton Hotel, $250 per night twin share. Contact us for registration forms. 

Tuesday 10th October, 10.30am: Branch gathering with guest speaker Margaret 

Cunneen SC 

Please note: there will be NO BRANCH MEETING in SEPTEMBER as this is when the 

CWLA National Conference is taking place in Adelaide, SA  

DIARY DATES 

 

 

If your branch has an up coming event or any exciting news to share, please let us 

know! Email cwlsydney@sydneycatholic.org    Phone: 9307 8383  

Address: 133 Liverpool St Sydney 2000 

 

FIVE DOCK: 

Five Dock will host the Western Region Reflection Day on Friday the 8th of Sep-

tember,  All Hallows Parish Church Five Dock.  Mass at 10.30am followed by a 

reflection in the Parish Hall.  RSVP 4th September Mary Megna Ph: 9712 1751  

 

KINGSGROVE: 

Congratulations to Kingsgrove branch members Merle Kenna and Sheila Kovacs, 

who will be presented with the Dempsey Medal on the 16th of July at St Mary's 

Cathedral. 

The Dempsey Medal is an honour awarded annually by the Archbishop to a 

member of the Catholic clergy and laity. The honour is named in recognition of a 

lay Catholic pioneer from Sydney’s early European settlement. The Dempsey 

Medal seeks to encourage and recognise those who have made an outstanding 

contribution in the context of their local parish. Nominations for the Dempsey 

medal are assessed in the same way as nominations for Papal Honours but the 

decision to make the award rests solely on the Archbishop of Sydney rather than 

the Holy See. 



 

 

Cover artwork by Helen Cook.  
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Project of the Year 2017/18 

Renovations to St Francis Xavier Church Enngonia  

Enngonia is located 100 km north of Bourke and 40 km from the Queensland  

border. It is the small centre for the surrounding area with a police station, a small 

primary school for twenty children, a pub, the Catholic church, CWA rooms, a  

community hall, showground, community health centre and a few houses.  

A satellite area of indigenous housing with Lands Council Office and MPREC facility 

is 1km east of the main street.  There is no store or public transport.  The  

surrounding area consists of farming enterprises and National Parks.  The population 

is approximately 210. 

The Church is the focus of the Catholic community in Enngonia and the surrounding 

area. Once a month Mass provides an opportunity for the community to gather 

bringing together both indigenous and non-indigenous parishioners.  At present, 

those parishioners who are disabled and unable to climb the stairs are unable to  

attend Mass.  The church in its current condition while still serviceable, looks  

neglected and does not give the impression of an active local community.  The  

community do not have the funds to be able to renovate the building. 

The need for the renovation became clear after community consultation: 

 Community wants to have funerals in the church. Currently funerals are 

held in the Memorial Hall as there is no access into the church that  

allows for the entry of the coffin. 

 Disabled community members cannot access the church for services. 

 It is too hot to have services in the hall and church in summer. 

 The Church is hard to keep clean because of the constant problem with 

dust. 

 The worship space that is a visible presence of the faith community 

needs to look cared for. 

Catholic Women’s League Archdiocese of Sydney will support this cause for our 

Project of the Year 2017/18 through fundraising at our branch gatherings.  We look 

forward to supporting this community. 


