
Moya’s Message 

As we journey through this Lenten season it is an opportunity to grow in our relationship with God. Lent allows us 

to reflect and renew. In his Lenten Letter Pope Emeritus  Benedict X1V stated ‘Faith tells us that God has given his 

Son for our sakes and gives us the victorious certainty that it is really true; God is Love. Faith which sees the love 

of God revealed in the pierced heart of Jesus on the cross, gives rise to the Lord. 

Love is the light - and in the end the only light – that can always illuminate a world 

grown dim and give us the courage needed to understand that the principal       

distinguishing mark of Christians is precisely ‘love grounded in and shaped by faith.’ 

Please support Caritas and Project Compassion, open your heart and give gener-

ously to help end poverty. This year Caritas asks us to open the doors into the 

future “for the world’s poor” www.caritas.org.au  

The 46th National Biennial Conference of Catholic Women’s League Australia will 

be held at Jupiters Townsville Hotel 3rd-5th September 2013 . The Opening Mass 

will be held at the Sacred Heart Cathedral 7pm Monday 2nd September. The key-

note speaker is Sr. Annette Cuncliffe rsc, the President of Catholic Religious Aus-

tralia Council who will address the conference them “Faithful to My Call.” 

The registrations for the conference will open on-line as of April 15th. Accommo-

dation bookings at Jupiters is open .Please quote “Catholic Women’s League Con-

ference Block 197 3471. 

On Sunday 2nd March the CWL Sydney Harbour North branch parish mass        

celebrating the centenary of CWL Sydney was held. My thanks to branch president 

Deirdre Manning and all members of SHN for their hospitality and to Fr. Linder for 

celebrating the Eucharist. This was an opportunity for me to acknowledge the 

Members of SHN for all their endeavours undertaken on behalf of Catholic      

Women’s League. Several branches have now booked in dates for their Parish 

Branch Mass and theses dates are listed in this edition. 

On Tuesday evening 5th March I joined with members of the executive and council 

and Five Dock branch members at a fundraising event for the School of St. Jude, in 

Arusha, Tanzania, east Aftrica. Gemma Sisia (nee Rice) founded the school in 2002. It is a charity funded school and 

provides a free, high quality education to over 1,500 children of the poorest children of the region while also 

providing boarding for over 1,00 students. CWL Sydney has made a donation to the school which I will speak to at 

the meeting. 

Our CWL Sydney Centenary Mass will be held at St. Mary’s Cathedral on Friday 19th April at 10.30 am. Invitations 

have now been posted for the Centenary Luncheon at State Parliament House and the 

response has been very positive .Please RSVP as soon as possible with payment for the 

luncheon. Her Excellency Governor Prof. Marie Bashir will be attending the Centenary 

Mass. I look forward to celebrating this Centenary event with you all. 

God’s Blessings, Moya  
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WHAT TO GIVE UP 

A Lenten Reflection 

 

Give up complaining, focus on 

gratitude. 

Give up pessimism, become an 

optimist. 

Give up harsh judgment, think 

kindly thoughts. 

Give up worry, trust  

Divine Providence. 

Give up discouragement, be 

full of hope. 

Give up bitterness, 

turn to forgiveness. 

Give up hatred, 

return good for evil. 

Give up negativism,  

be positive. 

Give up anger,  
be more patient. 

Give up pettiness, become 

mature. 

Give up gloom, 

enjoy the beauty that is all 

around you. 

Give up jealousy, 

pray for trust. 

Give up gossiping, control your 

tongue. 

Give up sin turn to virtue. 

Give up giving up hang in 

there! 
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LATEST NEWS  

National News 

State News 

Branch News 

‘Faithful to My Call’, 46th National Biennial Conference. Jupiters, Townsville, 2nd-5th 

September 2013 

The keynote speaker at the CWLA—INC National Conference will be Sister Annette 

Cauncliffe rsc, the President of Catholic Religious Australia Council who will speak to 

the theme ’Faithful to My Call’ . 

Registration is available online from April 15, 2013. Please note Jupiters, Townsville 

CWLA– NSW INC State Council Meeting will be held at St. Joseph’s Spirituality and 

Education Centre, Kincumber from Friday, 22nd—24th March 2013. Sydney delegates 

will attend.  

As CWLA—NSW Inc will take National Office in 2014, CWL Archdiocese of Sydney 

has nominated State President Carolyn Metcalfe for the position of National Presi-

dent. You will be kept up to date throughout this process.  

Five Dock: Our Branch recently held a successful Silver Circle. Members assisted at 

the farewell supper for our Assistant Priest, Fr Julian Belich on Saturday 16 February.  

Over 250 parishioners attended. It was a memorable evening.  

 

Drummoyne: St Mark’s Parish has scheduled the 9.00am.Community Mass on 

Sunday, 30th June, 2013 for the CWL Sydney Centenary Parish Branch celebration 

followed by morning tea. All are most welcome. 

STOP THE PRESS! 
Catholic Women’s League Sydney is pleased to announce the introduction of this 

year’s Centenary DVD “At the Heart of Women” into Catholic schools within the 

Catholic Education Office as an educational resource. 

Archdiocesan President Moya Potts  along with Vice President Denise McCafferey 

have collaborated with the Catholic Education Office to highlight the advantages of this 

documentary in relation to religious curriculum and are pleased  to announce that a 

study guide will accompany the DVD. It is hoped that all Catholic Secondary Schools 

will support this new resource by purchasing the DVD online.  You can purchase your 

copy at www.cwlsydney.org.au or phone 02 9390 5153 

Please Take Note... 
Branch News: Please ensure you send any branch news to the office by the first 

Tuesday of the month. If it is sent any later it becomes very difficult to include in the 

Inform.  

Branch Luncheon: It is imperative that you book your seats to branch luncheons 

by the first Tuesday of the month.  This is due to catering and seating arrangements. 

 

Please phone the office on 02 9390 5153 or email cwlsydney@sydneycatholic.org.au 
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We pray for the repose of the soul of Marie Gribble—Sydney Harbour North  

The school of St. Jude is Africa’s largest charity funded school providing over 1,500 students 

with a FREE high quality education and boarding rooms for over 1000. Founder and 

Driector Gemma Rice (now Sisia)  recently spoke at the All Hallows School Hall, Five Dock 

on the importance of supporting this fantastic initiative which is changing the lives of African 

children every day.  

Sydney President Moya Potts attended along with councillors and member of the Five Dock 

branch and are proud to announce a contribution of $1500 was made by CWL Sydney to 

the School of St. Jude  to support  a young African girl’s tuition and boarding costs. We 

look forward to updating you all on our sponsored students progress.   

The School of St. Jude is based in Tanzania and was founded in 2002 in the belief that you 

can ‘fight poverty through education’. Gemma’s team aims to provide students with the 

knowledge and skills to take their place as educated and responsible young adults who will 

go on to make a lasting contribution to their families, community and their country. 

*Recently CWL Sydney donated funds to Father Greg Kennedy of St. Lawrence 

Church, Coonabarabran in support of the recovery efforts following the NSW  

bushfires. 

Aboriginal Catholic Ministry 

You are invited to join us to share a spiritual journey with Uncle Richard Campbell 

Gumbaynggirr/Dunghutti Elder renowned religious artist and artist of the Aboriginal 

Stations of the Cross. Please join us afterwards for light supper. 

The evening will commence at 7pm on Friday, 22nd March at The Reconciliation 

Church, 11 Yarra Road, Phillip Bay (next to La Perouse). To assist with catering 

please RSVP Phone: 93110918. Email; valerie.bryant@sydneycatholic.org 

cate.wallace@sydneycatholic.org Aboriginal Catholic Ministries talk Sex Abuse 

The School of  St. Jude, Tanzania 

 www.schoolofstjude.org 

Branches Celebrate Sydney Centenary  

Let the celebrations begin... 

 Saturday 27th April Concord West, St. Ambrose Church, Victoria Avenue, 

6pm Vigil. Invitation extended to all members.  

 Sunday 5th May Denistone Branch Mass, Blaxland Rd, Denistone— 9.30am 

 Saturday 25th May Fairfield Branch Mass—6pm 

 Sunday 30th June Drummoyne Branch Mass—9am 

 Saturday 30th June Peakhurst Branch Mass—-9.15am 

 Sunday 11th August Five Dock Branch Mass—10am 

Please notify the office of your Parish Branch Mass celebrating the Sydney CWL 

Centenary as soon as possible.  

When advertising your Branch Mass within your Parish please note it is the CWL 

Branch Parish Mass Celebrating the CWL Sydney Centenary. 
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Editors: Christine 

Britten and Emily Potts 

Centenary Year Diary Dates 

Tuesday April 9: Branch Gathering. Guest Speaker: Judith Dunn, “The Colonial 

Ladies” 

Friday April 19: CWL Sydney Centenary Mass 10.30am 

and Parliament House Luncheon. Book now  for lunch to 

avoid disappointment Ph: 9390 5153. 

Tuesday May 14: WUCWO Mass in Chapel 10.30am and 

Branch Gathering with guest speaker, Ranmal 

Samarawickrama speaking on his role in Caritas.     

 

This month’s WUCWO Message is worth reading in full. I have enclosed a copy in 

each Branch Folder. This year WUCWO has a commitment to work for peace; 

please remember to pray the prayer to St Francis of Assisi. We need to promote 

justice and respect for human dignity from conception through to old age and death 

and remember all those women suffering from injustice and cruelty in our world. 

(February 6, 2013 is the World Day to elimination of such torture) please member 

a prayer this day. 

God’s Blessings to all. Loretta Chester 

 

WUCWO Mass and Luncheon will be held on Tuesday, May 14, 2013  

Mass will be celebrated by Fr, Ray and will commence at 10.30am at Our Lady’s 

Chapel, Level 6, Polding Centre. The Branch Gathering will follow.  

 

In addition to the usual collection for WUCWO we will be 

holding a Monster Raffle with a total value of prizes 

$1,000.   

 

A range of fantastic prizes have been donated by sponsors 

of our current Project of the Year, the Sydney CWL  

Centenary.  

WUCWO DAY 14TH MAY  

MOSTER RAFFLE 

A MOMENT IN TIME… MARIAN GROUP 

One way in which the old CWL tradition of mutual assistance to fellow Catholic     

women met the new themes of sisterly cooperation was the successful establishment of 

young mothers’ groups in a number of parishes. After some months of meetings, the 

first CWL Marian Group was formed on 10 August 1977. It was made up of young 

mothers with pre-school children and succeeded the defunct Homemakers Auxiliary. It 

was hoped that Marian Groups would be formed in all parishes in which there were 

CWL branches and that older member would be able to mind children during meetings. 

This ambitious scheme did not get underway, but in 1986 women from a number of  

parishes met in seven different centres for Marian Group meetings.         

Hilary Carey, ‘Truly Feminine, Truly Catholic’, 1987, ch. 13, p. 180,  
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