
 

Message from the President 

 

Our theme this year—“Let Your light Shine” 

 

I would like to welcome our members back for 2015—hope you enjoyed the Christmas season and holiday break. 

Thank you for all the good wishes, cards and gifts. I really appreciate your thoughtfulness and kind words. 

Our calendar is filling quickly, with many activities—functions, guest speakers and the celebrations planned for 

Marian Court’s 50 years anniversary. We look forwards to attending their planned functions and celebrating this 

great milestone. Marian Court Units is an Independent Living Complex, owned and operated by Catholic Women’s 

League Archdiocese of Sydney. Its existence is a tribute to the vision of the women from our past, our present and 

towards the future. The residents enjoy a happy lifestyle in a beautiful, peaceful setting. Thank you to all involved in 

the upkeep and management of Marian Court. 

Dates for the functions: Saturday February 21—Cocktail Party; Saturday June 27—Formal Dinner; and Sunday 

October 25 — Mass and Luncheon 

Our congratulations to National Council of Women NSW for the Australia Day Awards “Celebrating being and 

Australian Luncheon”. 

To our state president Moya Potts and her state executive for their work in nominating a most worth recipient for 

this award. Alanna Krisanaleela’s profile from the booklet has been copied and included in the branch folders. The 

Australia day booklet is in the office, if members would like to read in full the achievements of these remarkable 

women. 

Our upcoming events: February 10—Opening Mass and 1st Branch gathering with guest speaker Associate 

Professor Jennifer Burn from Anti-Slavery Australia; March 10—Celebrate St Joseph’s Day with a panel of 3 fathers 

for guest speakers; Tuesday March 24—Letter Writing Workshop; Tuesday April 14—Branch Gathering. Please 

put these in your diaries.  

Please remember in your prayers some of our council members who have been unwell over the Christmas break: 

State President Moya Potts, Sydney Secretary Margaret Blomfield surgery on January 28, Sue Halliday surgery in 

February and March. May God Bless and care for them during their recovery. 

I would like our members to pray for Nigeria—the Nigerian school girls captured in 2014, the villages invaded, 

women and children captured. These girls, women and children are mistreated, exploited and demeaned in so many 

ways. We need to pray for them each day. Please put them on your prayer list. 

             - Loretta 
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 We pray for the repose of the soul of   

Margaret Young—Kingsgrove Branch 

Branch News 

State News 

Sydney News 

 

The first of the functions to celebrate 50 years of Marian Court will be held on Saturday, 21st February, 2015.  

A Cocktail Party to be held at Marian Court from 6.30—9pm. Cost is $30 per head. RSVP by 11th of February to 

marianct@tpg.com.au or call 9746 2978. 

 

To all branches, we await your branch news for the next issue! 

    

                               

Women’s Reconciliation Network Meeting—Redfern Community Centre 

On the 27th of November, Kay Owens (North Sydney branch) and Marlene Wallace (Peakhurst branch) attended 

the Women’s Reconciliation Network Meeting at the Redfern Community Centre. The theme was Good News 

Stories and the importance of studying them. The guest speaker was Ingrid Matthews, who lectures in law at the 

University of Western Sydney, and works with Australian Research Council, Discovery Project, Young People and 

Citizenship, and the Whitlam Institute. She discussed issues regarding Native Title, Reconciliation, and how we  

often allow for our perceptions of Indigenous people to be shaped in a stereotypical manner, whether we realise it 

or not. She also spoke about local issues, including the campaign to re-open the Glebe Youth Service Centre last 

year, a place that catered to local youth (80% of whom are Aboriginal) that had been closed down in November 

2013. The centre successfully re-opened in February last year thanks to community run campaigns. There is now a 

campaign to help out Millers Point residents organised by some of the Glebe community.  

            -Kay Owens 

The next State Council Meeting will be held on  Saturday February 28 and will be attended by delegates from  

Sydney Archdiocese. Information from the meeting will be forwarded to Branches in due course. 

We would like to extend our congratulations to Patricia Waters from the Lismore diocese, who received an OAM 

on this year’s honours list. Patricia has been involved in CWL over many years not just in NSW but also in  

Canberra and Goulbourn. A great achievement! 

The CWLA Inc National Conference will be held on 22nd—24th September, 2015 at the Novotel, Parramatta. 

More information will be forthcoming. President Carolyn Metcalfe’s circular for February 2015 will be available at 

the branch meeting, as will the CEDAW report for 2014 and the National Bioethics newsletter.  

There will be a Caritas luncheon on the 16th of February to launch this year’s Project Compassion at parliament 

house. If you are interested in attending please contact us promptly for more details. 

On the 6th of March at the Australian Technology Park the UN Women National Committee Australia will host 

the Sydney International Women’s Day Breakfast from 7—9am.  

World Wide Prayers Against Trafficking was on the 8th of February. We ask that you please continue to keep in 

your prayers those who suffer from these terrible and violent crimes. 

National News 
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Saturday February 21— Marian Court Cocktail Party  

Tuesday March 10 — St Joseph’s Day celebration with guest-speaker panel of 3 men, speaking on Fatherhood.   

Tuesday March 24—Letter Writing Workshop 

Tuesday April 14—Branch Gathering  

 

Welcome back. Hope you had had a restful break and are ready for a New Year. 

On 8th February the International Day of Prayer and Awareness against Human Trafficking was celebrated. It is very timely as 

our Project of the Year is Trafficking. 

This celebration is a reaction from several Church Councils to the Holy Father’s plea to define trafficking as a “crime against 

humanity”  During the recent General Assembly one resolution voted on refers to the tragedy of trafficking. Once again the  

Social Teaching of the Church declares that “the persistence of many forms of discrimination offensive to the dignity and  

vocation of women in the area of work”.  Their prerogatives are misrepresented and themselves relegated to the margins of 

society. These difficulties have unfortunately not been overcome. We should open all our eyes and our hearts, first by praying 

and secondly by involving our organisations, parishes and communities in order to make each aware of this reality and to work 

to eliminate it. 

Saint Josephine Bakhita—the Saint of the Month. 

O God who led St Bakhita from abject slavey to the dignity of being your daughter and Bride of Christ, grant, we pray, that by 

her example we may show constant love for the Lord Jesus crucified, remaining steadfast in charity and prompt to show com-

passion. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

I have included in the Branch folders form for reports on World Day of Prayer which is 6th March. The country is Bahamas.   

Could you please return the forms to me as soon as possible so I may send in my report.   I  have also included information on 

Who WUCWO are and Principal Activities and Organisational Structure.     —Margaret Burke 

A prayer for the New Year 

 

It doesn’t take a New Year 

To begin our lives anew – 

God grants us new beginnings each day 

The whole year through, 

So never be discouraged 

For there comes daily to all 

The chance to make another start 

And begin all over again. 

 

May you find God’s reflection 

In each friendship that you make, 

May you be blessed and guided 

In each task you undertake, 

May you know all the times 

You’re thought of, 

All the joys you bring, 

And may the coming year be filled 

With all your favourite things. 
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Last year a few members from CWLS attended a talk by prominent Aboriginal lawyer, land rights activist, and founder of the 

Cape York Institute for Policy and Leadership, Noel Pearson. In response to what was a very interesting talk, Loretta com-

posed and sent the following letter. 

 

 

December 9, 2014 

 

Mr Noel Pearson 

Chairman 

Cape York Group 

Cape York Institute 

PO Box 3099 

CAIRNS   QLD   4870 

 

 

Dear Mr Pearson 

 

I attended the Bishop Manning Lecture on Monday December 8, 2014.  After listening to you speak, I felt com-

pelled to write and tell you how much I enjoyed the lecture, your explanation of your vision for the Aboriginal 

communities and people in similar circumstances.  To build a strong foundation for families is a great beginning on 

which to build their new and lasting future and enable a more positive approach and broader outlook to that fu-

ture.  I applaud your hope and dream to make a more inclusive society for all. 

 

This is also the vision Catholic Women’s League is working towards and as a voluntary organisation, we work 

across all levels of society and endeavour to make a difference especially for women and children.  We have been 

an organisation within the Church for 101 years. 

 

I would like to wish you the season’s greetings and our prayers for the success of your projects for the future. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Loretta Chester 

President 

Catholic Women’s League 

Archdiocese of Sydney 


