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ReflectionPresident’s Message

Welcome to Sydney's first Inform for 2019.  
Our theme for this year is Gentle Woman, Quiet 
Light. We commenced the year with an inspiring 

guest speaker - our very own Viki Pompor.  
 
Viki's talk was a wonderful, sad, heart-breaking and joyful 
presentation on her families time in Hungary during and 
after the second world war, including their time spent in 
camps, and their arrival in Australia, where they eventually 
settled. We have all known Viki for years but to hear her 
story was remarkable.  How many other women have 
amazing stories we know nothing about?  
 
Our upcoming events include an April reflection during 
the time of Lent, and of course our WUCWO Mass and 
Celebration. 
 
We encourage all members to attend Branch Gatherings and 
support our guest speakers, who give so generously of their 
time.  
 
We pray the Holy Spirit will guide our Executive in the 
coming months.

Margaret Blomfield
President

As we enter this time of Lent, we are asked to reflect 
on our relationship with God. At the first Sunday of 
Lent, we hear from the Gospel of Luke 4:1-13; the 

temptation of Jesus in the wilderness.

This is a familiar story for all of us, one which we have 
heard regularly since we were children. It's a classic story 
for young ones to learn about temptation, patience, and 
faith, but it is also a story of great importance to all of us. 
Although tempted by the devil, Jesus was steadfast and 
unbreakable in his faith and trust in God. In today's day and 
age, how easy is it to give into temptation, where access to 
almost anything is merely a click away. In a modern culture 
of "treating yourself", we must reconsider these attitudes 
during Lent. We know that Jesus survived the wilderness 
because of his complete trust in God. So too, can we survive 
difficult times if we remember to trust in God.

O Christ Jesus 
When all is darkness 

and we feel our weakness and helplessness 
give us the sense of your presence, 

your love and your strength. 
Help us to have perfect trust 

in your protecting love 
and strengthening power, 

so that nothing may frighten or worry us, 
for living close to you, 

we shall see your hand, 
your purpose, your will through all things. 

Amen  
- St Ignatius of Loyola

By Maddie Er



CWLA NATIONAL 
CONFERENCE BUNBURY, WA

Dear Member Organisation 
Presidents and National 
Convenors.  

 
The following details regarding the 
National Conference are advised for 
your early information and planning. 
 
The National Conference will be held 
from 9-12 September 2019 at the Lord 
Forrest Hotel in Bunbury WA. 
 
The draft programme is as follows – we 
are still finalizing the speakers and this 
and further, more detailed information 
will be advised on the Registration 
forms in due course. 
 
SUNDAY 8 SEPTEMBER: 
National Council meeting – National 
Executive, MO delegates and alternate 
delegates and Convenors to meet at 
5.00pm for a Sundowner followed by 
Council meeting from 6.00-8.00pm.

MONDAY 9 SEPTEMBER: 
National Executive, MO delegates and 
alternate delegates and Convenors to 
attend a Civic Reception Morning tea at 
the Bunbury City Council at 10.00am.  
National Council meeting to reconvene 
from 11.30am to 4.00pm 
 
MONDAY 9 SEPTEMBER: 
Registrations in Hotel Foyer from 2.00-
5.00pm 
Opening Mass – St Patrick’s Cathedral 
Bunbury at 6.00pm to be followed by 
Light supper at the Cathedral hall   
    
TUESDAY 10 SEPTEMBER: 
Registrations in Hotel Foyer at 8.00am 
Day’s programme to commence at 
9.00am – conclude at 4.15pm 
 
WEDNESDAY 11 SEPTEMBER: 
Liturgy 8.30am in the Conference room 
- conclude at 4.30pm 
Conference Dinner 6.00pm 

9th - 12th September 2019

THURSDAY 12 SEPTEMBER:  
Opening Prayer at 8.00am 
Conclude at 12 noon - Closing Mass & 
Lunch 
 
ACCOMMODATION:  
Available at the Conference Centre 
(Lord Forrest Hotel), 20 Symmons St, 
Bunbury, Ph (08) 9726 5777) - Rates 
per night: Hotel Twin (2 x King sgles) 
$145.00; Deluxe queen $155.00; Ocean 
Queen $165.00. 
 
Some alternative nearby 
accommodation options are as 
follows: 
 
Rose Hotel Motel – Twin, Queen & 
Single $135 per night 
27 Wellington St Bunbury, Ph (08) 
9721 4533. info@rosehotel.com.au 
 
Lighthouse Hotel – from $129 per 
night. 2 Marlston Dve, Bunbury,  
Ph (08) 9781 2700. lighthousehotel.
com.au  
 
Bunbury Hotel Koombana – from 

$168 per night, 1 Holman St, Bunbury,  
Ph (08) 9721 0100  
 
Quest Apartments – from $169 per 
night, 14 Lyons Cove, Bunbury, Ph 
(08) 9722 0777 
 
TRAVEL FROM PERTH AIRPORT TO 
BUNBURY: 
 
For your convenience, information 
re travel from Perth airport to 
Bunbury is attached. It gives times 
of the transfers which you may be 
able to co-incide with your flights.  
The “Southwest Coachline” Buses 
leave direct from the airports, the 
“Australind” trains leave from Perth 
Railway station which may suit if you 
intend going into the city prior to 
departing for Bunbury.  
 
In Charity, Work and Loyalty 
 
Maria Parkinson 
National Secretary CWLA
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VIKI’S EXTRAORDINARY 
JOURNEY

Everyone has a story. We interact with 
each other on a daily basis without 
knowing too much about what 

others might have experienced. You might 
converse on the surface level, but rarely 
do we have the opportunity to share our 
stories with each other in detail. 
 
Catholic Women's League Sydney is full of 
such people; women from a whole range 
of backgrounds, stories, journeys and 
experiences. How rich our membership is 
with interesting women! 
 
We were fortunate to hear the story of one 
of our members, Viki Pompor, at our first 
branch gathering of the year in February.

As a child, Viki and her family fled their 
home in Hungary in search of a better life. 
At the start of their journey Viki was about 
two years old, and her brother not much 
older, but they and their parents walked 
for two weeks in the cold  and snow with 
other families before arriving at a refugee 
camp or "DP camp" in Austria. They spent 
five years in the DP camp, fortunately 
able to continue practicing their faith and 
experiencing schooling, thanks to the 
priest and teachers who travelled with 
them through the camps. 

Viki described how after the war, some 
countries wouldn't take families - and sadly 
many parents left behind their children.  
But for her family, the wait was worth it, 
because they were able to finally start a 
new life here in Australia. 
 
Viki talked a lot about her parents and 
the hard work and sacrifices they made to 
ensure a better life for their family. 

When they arrived in Australia, Viki's 
father had to complete two years of  labour 
to pay for their resettlement. Viki, her 
mother and brother lived in Parkes during 
this time. Her mother managed to get a 
job as a seamstress despite not speaking 
English, saving money by working day and 
night. Viki said her and her brother slept 
with the light on because their mum was 
always sewing!

They eventually settled in Canberra, where 
Viki completed her schooling, but she 
always stayed connected to her Hungarian 
roots.

Viki also talked about how grateful she was 
to be an Aussie, and to have had all the 
opportunities she has had in life thanks to 
her parent's sacrifices.

Viki's story served as a reminder that 
displaced people around the globe deserve 
the opportunity for a better life. In today's 
world, it's more important than ever to 
have compassion for refugees.

It was very special to hear about the life 
and experiences of a CWL member we see 
regularly, always with a smile and a ready 
helping hand.

Thank you very much, Viki. It was 
wonderful to hear about your journey!

So if you see someone every month at a 
branch gathering (or at Mass in your local 
parish, or down at your local shops), take 
the opportunity and ask them, "What's 
your story?" 
You might just find out something 
interesting!

Thank you to all who  
attended our Opening Mass 

and Luncheon! What a great 
start to the year!

Photos by Annie Wong
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WUCWO Monthly Message
Let's take today's world temperature. In 
the northern hemisphere, we usually 
suffer a lot of cold, whereas in most of 
the southern hemisphere, a lot of heat. 
But let's use the thermometer to measure 
the temperatures of our society.

On February 8, it is Saint Bakhita’s 
feast day, and we will celebrate the 
International Day of Prayer and 
Awareness against Human Trafficking. 
Women make up 72% of the world's 
trade in human beings. Also, today they 
suffer what Bakhita suffered: violence, 
sale, forced migration, abuse, solitude, 
discrimination...

In the face of these temperatures of the 
world in which we live, let us take the 
examples of strong women from the 
Bible; let us look at how Jesus treats 
women in the Gospel, and react to this 
thermometer.

The Pope, who personally took charge of 
the section of the Holy See that focuses 
on refugees and human trafficking, 
published a few days ago the "Pastoral 
Orientations on Human Trafficking." I 
strongly recommend its reading.

This publication features a chapter 
explaining what our response to 
human trafficking should be, and the 
first thing it says is: cooperation must 
be strengthened. Cooperation must 
be strengthened. If it has long been 
established to eradicate trafficking 
through 3 "P’s," prevention, protection, 
and persecution, today it is necessary 
to add a fourth "P", that is "partnership": 
working together, in collaboration, in a 
network with all those who fight to end 
trafficking in persons.

Women of WUCWO, I invite 
you to a collaborative work 
against Human Trafficking. 
The motto of this year's 
International Day is 
"Together Against Trafficking 
in Persons."

Dear friends, I invite you to 
pray together the prayer pronounced by 
the Pope on February 8, 2015:
Saint Josephine Bakhita, 
you were sold into slavery as a child 
and endured unspeakable hardship and 
suffering. 
Once liberated from your physical 
enslavement, 
you found true redemption in your 
encounter with Christ and his Church. 
O Saint Josephine Bakhita, 
assist all those who are entrapped in 
slavery. 
Intercede on their behalf with the God of 
Mercy 
so that the chains of their captivity will be 
broken. 
May God himself free all those who have 
been threatened, wounded or mistreated 
by the trade and trafficking of human 
beings. 
Bring comfort to survivors of this slavery 
and teach them to look to Jesus as an 
example of hope and faith, 
so that they may find healing from their 
wounds. 
We ask you to pray for us and to intercede 
on behalf of us all: 
that we may not fall into indifference, 
that we may open our eyes and be able to 
see the misery 
and wounds of our many brothers and 
sisters 
deprived of their dignity and their 
freedom, 
and may we hear their cry for help.

Amen.

Extracted from the WUCWO website  
www.wucwo.org 

Women’s Reconciliation Network

Women's Reconciliation Network 
gatherings, or "Yarning Circles" 
have all attendees form a circle, 

so as to share and engage with each other 
equally.

The circle of WRN participants  is steadily 
growing, with 35 people attending 
this meeting from a whole range of 
different backgrounds, all  interested in 
reconciliation and willing to learn.

We shred our engagement and passion for 
the recognition of Australia's first people, 
and listened to the wisdom of our elder 
Auntie Ally. We connected together the 
many networks we are engaged in, for the 
purpose of contributing to the building of 
the First Nation's People's movement.

A highlight from the meeting was watching 
Dan Parkins' Ted Talk on "Uluru Statement 
from the Heart.

All are encouraged to view  his Ted Talk, 
which you can see here:

http://tedxcanberra.org/discover/speaker-
dean-parkin/ 

The next Women's Reconciliation Network 
meeting will be on the 28th March at 
Redfern Community Centre. All welcome to 
come along! 
          - Marlene Wallace

The NCW NSW Australia Day celebrations 
were held on the 24th January at State 
Parliament House.

CWLA NSW nominated Claire Bailey as 
recipient of the Australia Day scholarship. 
This scholarship is given to a woman 
achieving in their post-graduate studies. 
Claire gained a bachelor' s degree in 
Philosophy and Psychology at ANU 
specialising in ethics and medical 
anthropology  and  is  continuing  to  
engage  with  these  topics  through  regular 
writing, research and attending public 
debates. She then studied medicine at 
Notre Dame University. Congratulations to 
Claire, a worthwhile Candidate!

The NCW NSW Jean Arnot Lunch, 
celebrating ladies in their 90th year and 
older for their service to the community, 
will be held in the Strangers Dining room, 
NSW Parliament House, on Friday 3rd May 
2019.

If you would like to nominate a suitable 
candidate would you please contact 
Sally Fennell in the first instance before 
submitting an application to NCW NSW so 
that she is aware of who is attending. For 
further information please contact Sally 
Fennell at sallyfennell50@gmail.com or 
0421 759 769. 

    - Sally Fennell

WUCWO News National Council of Women NSW

8

InformInform

9

http://tedxcanberra.org/discover/speaker-dean-parkin/ 
http://tedxcanberra.org/discover/speaker-dean-parkin/ 


MARY HARROLD

Written by Chris McKirdy and Margaret Blomfield

Catholic Women's League 
Archdiocese of Sydney lost a 
beautiful member, a true lady with 
the passing of Mary Harrold on 
February 13, 2019.
Mary was held in high esteem.  On 
important issues Mary always spoke 
gently and firmly with honesty and 
integrity. People who knew Mary, 
could not help but admire her.
She never asked anyone to do 
anything she herself would not do.  
Her CWL life began before 1995 and 
was she a busy lady! From a humble 
branch member of Clifton Gardens 
to becoming President.
Mary joined the Sydney Council 
and then was nominated for the 
Executive.  Mary was the Sydney 
International WUCWO Secretary in 
2008/9/10/11. She held various roles 
on the Sydney Executive and then 
accepted nomination as Sydney 
President, a position she held from 
1999 to 2002.  Mary was State Vice 
President in 2001 and 2002 and then 
State President in 2006.  Mary also 
held various State roles.

Mary was also very modest and 
never did anything for recognition.  
She received a Certificate of 
Achievement from the National 
Council of Women, was made a 
Life Member of Catholic Women’s 
League and on October 22, 2009 she 
received the Papal Award of Dame 
Commander of the Order of St 
Gregory the Great.
Our lives are all richer from having 
known Mary Harrold.
 
We encourage members to submit reports 
on members of their branches or events 
they have attended on behalf of CWL 
Sydney.

BRANCH NEWS AND DIARY 
DATES

We love hearing about the happenings in our Branches. If 
you branch has an upcoming event or any exciting news 

to share, please let us know! 

SUMMER HILL
Summer Hill Branch will 
be hosting a Luncheon and 
Autumn Fashion Parade on 
Saturday 27th April at St 
Patrick's hall, Drynan Street, 
Simmer Hill. Starting at 
11.30am, admission $20, with 
lucky door prizes and raffle. 
Fashions presented by Stafford 
Fashions in sizes 8-22. Bookings 
essential. Please contact Cecily  
Ph: 9798 5059
 
CWL SYDNEY
TUESDAY 9TH APRIL:  
Easter Liturgy - 10.30am, 
Polding Centre. Join us in 
reflection during this time of 
Lent, with Father Bell as our 
guest speaker
TUESDAY 14TH MAY:  
WUCWO Day - Mass at 10.30am 
in the Chapel of Our Lady, Level 
6, Polding Centre, followed by 
branch gathering on level 8. The 

WUCWO Country of focus this 
year is Slovenia.
TUESDAY 11TH JUNE:  
White Elephant and Craft Day - 
10.30am, Polding Centre. Bring 
in your craft and items for 
“re-gifting” to help raise much 
needed funds for our Project 
of the Year, Thanh Tam Special 
School Vietnam. 
TUESDAY 9TH JULY:  
Heart Warming Tales - 10.30am, 
Polding Centre. Dress in red! 
Guest speaker: Monica Doumat, 
writer and lawyer, sharing with 
us some uplifting tales through 
her work and experience

 
 
 
 

We have a new look for our 
website! We hope you like it. 

Have a look:  
www.cwlsydney.org.au

We pray for the repose of the soul of MARY HARROLD Former CWL Sydney 
and NSW Presient and Life Member of Sydney Harbour North Branch
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BECOME A MEMBER OF CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE 
ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY  TODAY! 

 
MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Cost: $30 for Branch Members, $35 for Diocesan Members

  NAME: _________________________________________________ 
 ADDRESS: ______________________________________________ 
 ________________________________________________________ 

  ________________________________________________________ 
  HOME PHONE: _________________________________________ 
  MOBILE: _______________________________________________

  EMAIL: _________________________________________________ 
  

I’m joining ________________________branch 
 

OR  
 

I’m joining as a Diocesan member 
 
 

I am willing to receive information by email:  YES/NO 
 
 

Please return with remittance of $30 or $35 to: 
 
 

Catholic Women’s League Archdiocese of Sydney 
133 Liverpool St, Sydney 2000 

 
Ph: 9307 8383 

Email: cwlsydney@sydneycatholic.org 
 
 
 

Thank you!

We hope you like Inform’s ‘new look’ 
If you have news from your branch, upcoming events, or interesting articles 

you’d like to share, please let us know - cwlsydney@sydneycatholic.org


