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CWL Sydney Executive for 2018 

President: Helen Cook 

Vice President: Margaret Burke 

Second Vice President: Loretta Chester 

Secretary: Sandra Skarsky 

Treasurer: Sally Fennell 

WUCWO Intl Secretary: Margaret  

Blomfield 

We also welcome back Chris McKirdy 

who has returned from Vietnam and will 

be working in the office on Tuesdays 

along with Maddie. 

October 2017 Branch Meeting with  

special guest Margaret Cunneen SC 

We were honoured to have the  

wonderful Margaret Cunneen SC as a 

guest speaker last year for our October 

branch gathering. Ms Cunneen  

generously shared her story with us, 

about her time as a young lawyer, up to 

her becoming Senior Crown  

Prosecutor, and moreover the well- 

publicised ICAC trial she unfairly  

endured in recent years. Many of us were 

shocked by her treatment,  

particularly by the press, who stalked her 

and her family members during the entire 

ordeal, even after she was completely 

cleared of any wrongdoing. Ms Cunneen 

said that her faith is what helped pull her 

through the difficult times, and is thankful 

for the support she has received from 

her Catholic community.  

The wonderful joy and peace and the 

renewed hope inspired by Christmas is 

still with us, and I know I hold onto 

this for as long as I can! 

 

The decorations have been put away, 

with great reluctance, except for the 

wreath over the fireplace, with the 

“Peace” bauble. I cannot reach it and 

my children just laugh and deliberately 

leave it up there! So I have a visual  

reminder in the circle of welcome to 

our servant king and his peace. 

 

We begin a new year with great hope 

for Catholic Women’s league. With 

God’s grace we will work together 

with a renewed enthusiasm to 

strengthen our organisation well into 

the future. 

 

As we continue to “Trust in God” we 

recall Psalm 40 “Here I am Lord, I 

come to do your will”. 

 

All good wishes and blessings on this 

New Year to you all. 

 

— Helen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President’s Report Sydney News 



 

 

Thank you Ms Cunneen for joining 

us, and we wish you all the best for 

the future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NCW NSW Australia Day  

Luncheon 

 

On Wednesday 24th January the 

NCW NSW Australia Day Awards 

took place at NSW Parliament 

House.  

 

Each year CWLA-NSW sponsor a 

young woman with this award to  

support them  with their post- 

graduate studies. 

 

With the assistance of CWL Sydney, a 

young candidate was selected and 

awarded at the luncheon.  

Elysse McIlwain is furthering her  

studies in medicine, and we look  

forward to hearing about her 

progress! 



 

 

growth. Our cities, often divided and  

polarized by conflicts regarding the 

presence of migrants and refugees, will 

thus turn into workshops of 

peace.” (Message for the 51st WDP) 

Pope Francis says “Remain open to the 

world around you.  Engage readily in 

dialogue with your neighbours, even 

those who may have other ideas than 

your own, yet long, like you, for peace, 

justice and fraternity.  It is in dialogue 

that we can shape a shared  

future.  Through dialogue, we build 

peace, caring for all and entering into 

dialogue with all.” 

This commitment for dialogue is a char-

acteristic of WUCWO, and we need to 

carry on such goal. 

In a few days you will receive all the 

preparatory papers for our General As-

sembly. First of all, I ask   to pray and 

accompany the path towards it, let in-

volve all our members so that our Gen-

eral Assembly may receive the contri-

bution of all WUCWO women. 

May Mary, Queen of WUCWO  

protect us in such deal.” 

 

 

WUCWO monthly message for January 

2018, published online at www.wucwo.org  

 

“Dear friends, 

Serene and fruitful 2018! 

This year will see WUCWO women 

committed in the preparation of our 

General Assembly to be held in Dakar 

next October. 

Which is the style we need to get ready 

for it? The Holy Father - in his message 

for the 51st World Day of Peace -   

encourages to have a contemplative gaze 

which is fostered by the wisdom of faith. 

Contemplative does not mean to be 

steady, vice versa we are  

emboldening “to continue being a band 

of missionary disciples who experience 

and testify to the joy of knowing that 

the Lord loves us with infinite love, and 

who, together with him, profoundly love 

the times in which we live.” (Pope  

Francis to ACI on April 30th 2017) 

“We must also turn this contemplative 

gaze to the cities where we live, “a gaze 

of faith which sees God dwelling in their 

houses, in their streets and squares, […] 

fostering solidarity, fraternity, and the 

desire for goodness, truth and  

justice”  – in other words, fulfilling the 

promise of peace…Those who see 

things in this way will be able to  

recognize the seeds of peace that are 

already sprouting and nurture their 

WUCWO 

http://www.wucwo.org


 

 
CWL Sydney AGM 2017 

 

On Tuesday the 14 of November, we held our 2017 

AGM in the Polding Centre. We were grateful to be 

joined by our State President, Ann Pereira and  

National International Secretary Madeleine Banister.  

The day began with a liturgy, and each branch was gifted 

a set of Fatima rosary beads, which we collectively 

prayed the rosary with. We then moved on to the  

meeting where we heard reports from this past year.  

After lunch Madeleine, who was recently appointed to 

the position of National International Secretary,  

addressed the meeting. Madeleine will be attending 

the UN conference in New York, and gave an  

engaging talk about insights into what it means to be a 

young Catholic woman.  

Following this our guest speaker Julie Beadl gave her 

presentation. Julie is a member of the Catholic 

Women’s League in her home country of Canada and 

is currently a PhD Candidate at the University of 

Western Sydney. Julie spoke about the different organisations she has been a part of 

— she has been closely involved with L’Arche, an 

organisation helping and supporting those with  

intellectual disabilities and BaBE, which aims to  

de-stigmatise breastfeeding and to educate mothers 

on the benefits of breastfeeding. Julie also spoke 

about her studies in Psychology, presenting different 

tests she operates to learn more about how we use 

memory, body language and expressions to  

communicate.  

Overall it was an interesting and enjoyable day. 

Thank you to all those who attended! 

 

 



 

 

FLOWERS AT CALVARY? 

By Elizabeth Sancataldo 

 

The Holy Shroud of Turin is regarded by many as that which covered the body of Christ, as it 

lay in the tomb at Calvary. It is made of fine linen and clearly shows the faint double-images of 

a naked man with wounds identical to those suffered by Christ at the Scourging and  

Crucifixion. 

Despite the work of some thousands of scientists, there is no answer as to how the images 

were made. 

In 1898, Secondo Pia took the first photograph of the Shroud, which revealed the body images 

were in fact photographic negatives. 

In 1985 an intriguing discovery was made relating to the non body images of the photograph 

on the shroud. Dr A Whanger has noticed, through a magnifying glass, the image of  

chrysanthemum-like flower to the left of the facial image, and images of the apparent flower 

bouquets around the lower abdomen and hands. 

Using existing photographs of the shroud, which had been processed and enlarged, the doctors 

were able to identify 28 plant species on the cloth, 23 being flowers, 3 were small bushes and 2 

were thorns—all common to Jerusalem and dead sea areas. 

Dr Whanger estimated the time lapse between picking of the flowers, and formation of the 

images to be between 24 and 36 hours. The body of Christ lay in the tomb not longer than 36 

hours. Pollen dust from the Shroud previously identified by Dr Max Frei (Switzerland) matches 

the plant images found. 

Information from “The Shroud Story” by Brendan Whiting, 2006 

“The processed image at the right is the product of the application of digital filters. Digital filters are mathematical 

functions that do not add any information to the image, but transform it in such a way that information already  

present in it becomes more visible or easier to appreciate by the naked eye. The processed image was produced by 

inverting the brightness of the pixels in the positive image but without inverting their hue, and then by increasing 

both the brightness contrast and the hue saturation. Finally noise and so-called “salt and pepper” filters automatically 

removed the noisy information from the original image which hinders the appreciation of the actual face. To my 

knowledge the resulting image is the best available and indeed the only one that reveals the color information hidden 

in the original. Source of the positive image at the left https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/

File:Shroud_of_Turin_001.jpg” — from Wikipedia 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Shroud_of_Turin_001.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Shroud_of_Turin_001.jpg


 

 

 
If your branch has an up coming event or any exciting news to share, please let us know! Email  

cwlsydney@sydneycatholic.org    Phone: 9307 8383  

Address: 133 Liverpool St Sydney 2000 

 

Congratulations to Patricia Ambrose (Enfield) and   

Margaret Bouffler (Summer Hill) on being awarded  

Life Membership! 

These two women have dedicated much of their lives to  

Catholic Women’s League, and we are grateful for all they have done for our organisation over 

the years. 

 

St Vincent’s College 160 Years Celebrations 

St Vincent's College is celebrating 160 years of educational excellence on the same iconic Potts 

Point site where the school first began in 1858. Throughout the year, we will recognise and thank 

the people who have contributed towards shaping the College to be the one it is today.  

The theme for the year is ‘different times, same spirit’. We will be reflecting on the significant 

social and economic changes that have taken place in the world in the last 160 years. We have 

been empowering young women since 1858 through periods of extraordinary change. Our values 

have remained constant, our approach contemporary, and our outlook hopeful. 

The College, Ex-Students’ Union, the P&F Association and the Foundation are working together 

to document the College's rich history, host a series of special events and reunions, and 

to conduct the Vinnies' Census of Alumnae and Community.   

We will proudly welcome current, past and future students, families and staff to join us in  

celebration, to recognise achievements and to plan for our future throughout 2018.   

To ensure that we reach as many people as possible, we are calling on past students and staff to 

update their details, complete the Census and spread the word.  

The Census is available online.  www.vinniescensus.nsw.edu.au 

For more information or to organise a year group reunion, please contact  

Lyn O'Neill, Development Office 

Phone 02 9358 5398 

Email census@stvincents.nsw.edu.au 

www.stvincents.nsw.edu.au   

 

 

 

We pray for the repose of the soul of LORRAINE NOYES from  

CWL Concord West branch 

Branch News 

Tuesday 13 March:  Branch Gathering—Spirituality Day 

Tuesday 10 April:  Branch Gathering — Guest speakers from Catholic Care HOPE Program 

Tuesday 8 May:  WUCWO Day — Mass and Luncheon 

 

DIARY DATES 

http://www.vinniescensus.nsw.edu.au
http://www.stvincents.nsw.edu.au


 

 

Cover artwork by Helen Cook.  

View Inform in full colour on our website under “Newsletters”.  
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BECOME A MEMBER OF CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE 

ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY  TODAY! 
 

   Do you want to... 

    ...make a difference for those who are in need?  

    ...form lifelong friendships? 

    ...participate in fun events? 

    ... have your voice heard? 

 

Join us at Catholic Women’s League!  

We have branches in: 

Bondi 

Concord West 

Denistone 

Drummoyne 

Enfield 

Fairfield 

Five Dock 

Kingsgrove 

Marian Court Strathfield 

Oatley 

Peakhurst 

Ryde Gladesville 

Summer Hill 

Sydney Harbour North 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 9307 8383  

OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.cwlsydney.org.au 


