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of giving, so successful. 

The National Council of Women 

hosted their Foundation Day Luncheon 

at Parliament House on the 8th of  

August. We nominated our wonderful, 

hardworking Margaret Burke for the 

award, to honour the amazing work 

she has done with us at CWL, along 

with the many other areas of her life 

too. Congratulations Margaret and 

thank you for all that you do! 

On the 9th of August our Annual Mass 

was hosted in the Chapel on level six. 

We were treated to some lovely  

singing by Pat Calendar and Maureen 

Flickas during the service. Afterwards 

we had a delicious lunch of sandwiches, 

oven baked quiches, and mini cupcakes. 

Thank you to Chris McKirdy, the 

Councillors and office ladies for their 

help throughout the day. 

God’s Blessing, 

Helen Cook 

*Since writing we are sorry to hear that Beryl has 

passed away and is now with God 

A wonderful day was enjoyed by all at 

our Winterfest gathering. Seventy-two 

(Luke 10: After this the Lord appointed 

seventy-two others and sent them two by 

two ahead of him to every town and place 

where he was about to go) members and 

friends attended the “feast”. Ably  

directed by Chris McKirdy, the Sydney 

Councillors were quick to serve our 

hot baked dinners, followed by plum 

pudding. Delicious! 

After lunch our beautiful songbird 

Carolyn Szady entertained us with a 

variety of songs, her polish and depth 

of feeling left us knowing we had  

indeed witnessed something special. 

Her mum Irene was with us too,  

enjoying her daughters performance. 

A side story of the day...Our brilliant 

rugs, made and put together by so 

many willing hands and offered as 

prizes created great interest. Merle 

Smith (Bondi branch) very much 

wanted to win one for her friend 

Beryl* who was turning 100.  

Unfortunately it was not to be and her 

number was not called. However one 

of our visitors from Baulkham Hills 

sitting beside her heard her story, won 

the prized rug, and in the spirit of all 

good deeds, gave the rug to Merle. 

That you for all your generosity in 

making this day, with your great spirit  

President’s Report 
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Report: Winterfest 12/7/16 

On a cold July day, 72 CWL Sydney 

members and friends and our fellow 

CWL members from Wollongong, 

Broken Bay and Parramatta enjoyed a 

wonderfully warming “Winterfest”.  

The room was decorated in blue, silver 

and white and looked a treat – as did 

the women who also dressed in the 

Winterfest colours!  After much  

catching up over a baked dinner and 

hot fruit pudding – we were given a 

fantastic one-woman concert – the 

very talented Carolyn Szady.  We were 

thoroughly entertained by her wide 

variety of music – from opera, hymns 

to popular.  Thanks to Belinda for 

“finding” Carolyn and her Mum!  It was 

then time for our raffle draw –  

members had knitted blue/silver/white 

squares which were sewn into rugs.  

We had 4 gorgeous rugs as raffle prizes 

and 1 smaller rug as the lucky door 

prize.  Thanks to all who contributed 

to the knitting of the squares and a 

special thank you to Tex, June and 

Marion for the sewing up of the rugs.  

To all the Councillors who helped in so 

many ways – a big thank you. These 

functions are only successful because 

we all work together. It was a very 

successful day with approximately $950 

being raised for our Project of the 

Year.   

—Chris McKirdy 

Report: Ordination Mass and Mass 

of the Unborn 

Myself, Matilda, Sally, and Noreen  

attended the ordination Mass of Mons. 

Tony Randazzo and Fr. Richard  

Umbers as Bishops on Wednesday  

evening 24th August, celebrated by 

Archbishop Anthony Fisher. 

In spite of the cold wet night, the  

Cathedral was packed.  There were 

Archbishops, Bishops and priests,  

deacons and seminarians from far and 

wide.  Family and friends also from far 

and wide, for Fr. Richard, from  

Auckland N.Z. and for Mons. Tony, 

from Queensland. 

The cathedral choir sang beautifully, it 

was a large choir for this occasion, 

about 30 members.  It was a wonderful 

ceremony. 

The smiles on the faces of the two  

new Bishops as they blessed the  

congregation up and down the aisles 

was a joy to behold, they beamed like 

rays of light and love.   
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We pray for the grandparents, siblings, 

aunts and uncles who mourn the missing 

person from their family, the child whose 

love would have brought such joy into their 

lives. We ask you Father to comfort, 

strengthen, heal and console these families 

as only You can. We know it is Your will 

that “not one of these little ones should be 

lost”. (Mt 18:14) 

In His name, we entrust these little  

children to You and we look forward with 

hope the Day of the Resurrection when 

they will rise again. We know on that day 

You will wipe the tears from every cheek; 

You will destroy death forever.  Amen. 

Mary, Mother of the Unborn, pray for us. 

—Sandra Skarsky 

Greetings to the members of CWLA-

NSW Inc. Archdiocese of Sydney. The 

weather is starting to turn and warmer 

days are ahead! I do hope this message 

finds you all well. 

The State Council Meeting is fast  

approaching and your Sydney Archdio-

cese Delegates will be in attendance. 

This meeting is a very important one 

and you will have been informed from 
your President of the seriousness of 

the crisis the State Office is  
confronting. Please pray for positive 

outcome to this crisis  

Recently a submission was made from 
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God bless them both as they undertake 

their new duties. 

I also attended the Mass of the Unborn 

on Friday evening 2nd September  

celebrated by Archbishop Anthony 

Fisher.  A very moving and emotional 

occasion. The message is one of hope 

and love and support for all those  

concerned. 82 white candles and 1 blue 

are carried to the altar, these  

represent the 82 lives lost to abortion 

in N.S.W. every day and the one blue 

candle represents all those lost to  

miscarriage.  The lights are turned out 

in the cathedral while a period of silent 

prayer is observed.  After Mass the 

candles are taken outside and placed 

on the College Street steps of the  

cathedral. 

Heavenly Father, 

To you we entrust the little ones who did 

not make it to birth.  Whether lost  

tragically to miscarriage, or had their lives 

taken by abortion, each one was made in 

Your image; known and loved by You even 

before they were conceived. 

Though their lives were cut short, these 

children form an irreplaceable and  

mysterious part of Your eternal plan and 

each one holds a place in your heart. 

We pray for the mothers and fathers who 

grieve the loss of their unborn child; who 

death has left emptiness in their hearts. 

STATE NEWS 



 

 

CWLA-NSW on the Inquiry into 

Overweight and Childhood Obesity.  A 

Bill that will be coming before  

Parliament soon is the Abortion Law 

Reform (Miscellaneous Acts  

Amendment) Bill 2016. Please take  

action and write to your MOP. Sydney 

Social Issues Convenor Sandra Skarsky 

will I am sure be following up this issue 

and give you any assistance. 

The National Council of Women  

Foundation Day Luncheon held  

recently at NSW Parliament House 

was an opportunity for the State  

Executive to nominate State  

International Secretary Patricia Banister 

to be acknowledged for her work to 

promote women in the Church and 

community. Patricia not only works 

tirelessly for CWLA-NSW but also 

within her Diocese of Maitland-

Newcastle. She is on the Council for 

Australian Catholic Women and has 

been Diocesan Director of Caritas. 

Her endeavours to promote women 

was acknowledged at the luncheon. 

Please pray for the organisation you all 

love and have contributed to on many 

levels. 

May Our Lady Help of Christians walk 

with us during this difficult time. 

 

—Moya Potts    
President CWLA-NSW Inc. 

This issue of Women’s Voice 

theme is “Family: School of 
Mercy”.  Family is the first 

school showing Love,  
Kindness, Care, Compassion, Help, 

Generosity, Tenderness and  
Understanding towards each other.   

The way of Mercy means we do not 
exclude or marginalise. Father Whelan 

tells us Mercy – Beyond the Limits of 
the Family. There are three ways in 

which the family is the school of mercy.   
First the family learns the spirit of  

giving. We did not earn the right to be 
loved by our parents, they just love us  
anyway. Secondly, family is the school 

of forgiveness. Thirdly, family is the 
social institution that concerns itself 

with the needs of the weak.  
Catherine McGrath has a great article 

reporting on the WUCWO Asia Pacific 
Regional Conference in Fiji held in May. 

There is also a report of a World Day 
of Prayer celebrations in Senegal where 

people from five churches, Maronite,  
Protestant, Lutheran, Methodist, 

Catholic came together to pray, sing 
and read scripture. The women 

dressed in white and wore scarves of 
different colours representing the  

different churches. There are many 
articles from the different regions so if 
your branch receives a copy of 

Women’s Voice circulate it among 
your members. 

 
August monthly message In the 

month of August we celebrate the 
Feast of the Assumption of Mary being 

taken up to heaven. Every month we 
follow the words of Pope Francis. This 
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month the words are openness and 

maturity. Openness is honesty and  
absolute sincerity with regards to  

ourselves and God. An honest person 
does not act virtuously only when he 

or she is being watched; honest  
persons have no fear of being caught, 

since they never betray the trust of 
others. An honest person is never 

domineering like the “wicked  
servant” (cf. Mt24:48-51), with regard 

to the persons or matters entrusted to 
his or her care. Honesty is the  

foundation on which all other qualities 
rest.” Pope Francis addressing the 

youth in Krakow stated “we did not 
come into this world to take it easy, to 
make our lives comfortable sofa to fall 

asleep on. No we came to leave our 
mark. Such task gives us maturity 

which “is the quest to achieve balance 
and harmony in our physical, mental 

and spiritual gift.” 
 

September Monthly Message 

On Sunday 4th September Mother 

Teresa was canonised. A symbol of 

humility, it is proposed that the notions 

of respectfulness and humility, as Pope 

Francis reflected of the word  

Misericordia, be emulated for this 

month.  

 

“Respectfulness is an endowment of those 

noble and tactful souls who always try to 

show genuine respect for others, for their 

own work, for their superiors and  

subordinates, for dossiers and papers, for 

confidentiality and privacy, who can listen 

carefully and speak politely. Humility is the 

virtue of the saints and those godly  

persons who become all the more  

important as they come to realise that 

they are nothing, and can do nothing, 

apart from God’s grace (cf. Jn 15:8) —

Pope Francis. 

Mother Teresa is a model for 

WUCWO, and these words as spoken 

by Pope Francis reflect that. She acts as 

a reminder to our priority decided in 

Fatima, that being to give attention and 

care for the suffering of the world. She 

spent her life dedicated towards  

solidarity across the globe, an  

opposition to indifference. We look to 

her when fulfilling our tasks as women 

of WUCWO. 

Prayer of Compassion by  

Mother Teresa 

Lord, open our eyes 

that we may see you in our  

brothers and sisters. 

Lord, open our ears 

that we may hear the cries of the hungry, 

the cold, the frightened, the oppressed. 

Lord, open our hearts 

that we may love each other as  

you love us. 

Renew in us your spirit. 

Lord, free us and make us one.  

Amen 
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EUTHANASIA 

Belgium passed legislation in 2014 enabling child euthanasia and the 

Netherlands are keen to catch up.  It was just over a decade ago that 

assisted dying was legalised in the Netherlands, 1 in 33 Dutch people are 

thought to have died this way, and this includes babies, euthanized so 

that their parents don’t have to witness their struggle with disability or 

disease.  There are now those who were in favour of the law when it 

was first passed, warning of a “slippery slope”. 

 

The first assisted dying law was passed in the Netherlands in 2002.  It 

was meant to be a last resort; however it is now becoming a ‘lifestyle 

choice’.  Although the law was designed to help terminally ill patients the 

right is now also being granted to a growing number of people who are 

physically healthy but have psychological problems. 

 

It is not just adults who are being euthanized.  According to the Royal 
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Dutch Medical Association, as many as 650 babies are killed by doctors 

each year because they are deemed to be in pain or facing a life of  

suffering. In 2002 1,882 people were euthanized, the figures are now  

believed to have topped the 6,000 mark. 

 

Under Dutch law, GP’s can administer injections to end life.  The  

intention was that a person’s GP, who would have a long term  

doctor-patient relationship with that person, would have the option 

open as a last resort.  However, the NVVE (Dutch Right to Die Society) 

set up a number of travelling euthanasia “End of Life Clinics”, who either 

euthanize the person or send them away.  On average their doctors see 

a patient just three times before killing them. 

 

There are now those who believe that the law should have had better 

safeguards. What was meant to be a last resort is becoming normality.  

We must not go there.  Once the genie is out of the bottle, it is not 

likely to ever go back in again. 

US support for physician aid dying for adult patients is slowly evolving, as 

evidenced by legislation legalising the practice in the states of  

Washington, Oregon and Vermont and favourable court opinions in 

Montana and New Mexico. Although US laws only apply to competent 

adult patients, developments in Belgium and the Netherlands may stoke 

the debate about ethical permissibility of paediatric euthanasia in the 

European Union and in the United States. 

 

Food for thought? Indeed it is. A good reason for a serious chat with  

Jesus and our Holy Mother?  Indeed it is. 

       —Sandra Skarsky 



 

 

BRANCH NEWS FAIRFIELD 

The Western Region 

Reflection Day  

began with mass  

celebrated by Fr  

Michael, followed by 

morning tea. Sr  

Martina settled us all 

down and got us into a beautiful spiritual 

place. Her reflection on how God is with 

us in our life from birth, guiding,  

comforting, challenging, healing,  

strengthening, encouraging, welcoming, 

sending, affirming, was just wonderful.  

We enjoyed a lovely lunch together with 

the added bonus of some nice warm soup 

made by Matilda. Fr Michael joined us for 

lunch which allowed us to celebrate his 

birthday with him.  

 

After lunch Sr Martina concluded her  

reflection for us and the regional  

meeting followed. The Five Dock branch 

will host the day for next year. Thank you 

to all those who attended. 

SYDNEY HARBOUR NORTH 

It is with deep regret that I inform you 

that Margot Keaney died on the 27th 

June, 2016. Margot had been a much 

loved and cherished member for some 33 

years.  She served on the Committee and 

was still holding the position of  

Secretary. Margot kept the Archives of the 

Blessed Sacrament, Clifton Gardens and 

SHN.  When informed of her  

prognosis some 12 months ago she  

mentioned that “she had now left God’s 

waiting room and entered his departure 

lounge”. She showed incredible fortitude 

and spirit during this period and was a 

great example to all.  We shall miss you 

dearly Margot, God rest in peace. 

Another dear member, Noreen Powell, 

died and her life was celebrated at a  

Requiem at her beloved Blessed  

Sacrament Church, Clifton Gardens 21 July 

2016.  Noreen was a beloved  

member of CWL SHN and a staunch  

parishioner.  For over 30 years she 

washed, starched and ironed all the altar 

linen and also polished the brass.  Noreen 

had a deft hand with making slices for our 

many functions and they were always 

more than welcome. God rest in peace.  

Deirdre Manning  
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We pray for the repose of the souls of JEAN JOBSON from North Sydney Branch, NOREEN 

POWELL from Sydney Harbour North branch, BERYL MOLLOY from Bondi branch, and 

MERCIA BUNTING from Peakhurst branch 

Tuesday October 11: Celebrating our Chaplain Father Ray’s 70th Birthday Party, come along for 

fun games and quizzes! 10am 

Sunday October 23: Concord West Garden Party High Tea Fundraiser 1-4pm $25 plus raffle on 

the day. Contact June 97468951 

Tuesday November 8: AGM, Polding Centre, 10am 

Tuesday November 29: Catholic Women’s League Sydney Christmas Luncheon at Burwood RSL, 

11.30 for noon 

Reminder: The Eucharistic Procession will not be held in June this year but on the Feast of 

Christ the King in November, further details to come closer to the date 

DIARY DATES 

Our Mother of the Inclusive Love 

This wood (or stone) carving is present in all the parishes of the  

Apostolic Prefecture of Battambang, Cambodia and is full of  

symbolism. Mary is holding Jesus who is with open arms  

welcoming all who wish to draw near, both of them with a  

disarming smile under the warm cloak of loving kindness. In the 

middle of the figure, there are two children. One of them holds a 

book symbolising wisdom, the necessity of being able to discern 

between right and wrong. The other one is playing the flute, putting 

together art, music, and tradition for praising God. In the lower 

part we have three children. There is a child giving a hug of   

welcoming, a sign of solidarity, and including of two other disabled children. We are all  

under the love of God. One of them is in a wheelchair holding a dove, representing peace 

and the other uses a crutch and is holding a bunch of flowers, a sign of love, God’s greatest  

commandment — love one another as I have loved you. The crutch and the wheelchair are 

like a sacrament that gives them back their dignity and makes communion between disabled 

and non disabled. The cloak of Our Lady is an image of the family we all belong to; the 

church. We are all included under this cloak. In the bottom, there are lotus flowers. The 

lotus flower is the most emblematic flower in Cambodia, a symbol of glory, purity and  

holiness. All these wooden statues are carved by disabled Cambodian artists; this also shows 

that we can all help each other in bringing the love of God that Jesus brings to our lives, no 

matter our condition. We are all creatures made as an image of God, the supreme master 

builder.   —Taken from the Apostolic Prefecture of Battambang www.battambang.net 
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Margaret Bouffler is a hard working, kind, thoughtful and very 

motivated and motivating woman. Margaret inspires others 

and would never ask anyone to do anything she wasn't  

prepared to do herself. Margaret has always given her time so 

generously, more so once she retired. She is a wonderful 

friend and therefore many people are blessed to call her a 

friend. She sews, she bakes, and is constantly visiting friends in hospital, in their homes 

and doing voluntary work. She truly cares and she is such a very busy lady. She once 

jokingly said she could not have one more friend—until one died and that left an 

opening for a new one! 

Born in Newcastle, my father worked for Commonwealth Bank so our family 

moved regularly —to Cessnock, Dubbo, Condobolin —Camperdown,  

Concord, Burwood. Different schools—different jobs—new friends every few 

years. In Sydney I worked in a Sporting Goods Firm, a Life Assurance Company, 

and after working as a secretary in London and travelling for 18 months, came 

back to Sydney and worked in a UK Book Publishing Company. With a lifelong 

love of books I stayed put there for 30 years. 

Starting in a period when women could never rise above the level of secretary I 

was part of the Women's Lib changes and spent my last two working years as 

the Australian Manager for Collins Liturgical Publications, which meant  

travelling to all capital cities promoting new editions of the Bible, Anglican and 

Catholic prayer books etc. I retired in 1985 and in 1986 spent 9 months  

travelling around Australia with my friend Noeline Kelly, a world class  

photographer, well known in CWL.  

Being single I had time to become a Theresian (the book is in our library!) and 

also a member of CWL. I helped open branches in Concord West, Five Dock 

and Drummoyne, and build other branches with younger members. For some 

years we had an Evening Group meeting monthly in Polding Centre with  

Michelle Pederson as President. I’m now a member of Summer Hill where we 

have a very active group. 


