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President’s Message

The generosity of Catholic Women's League members 
never ceases to amaze me. I know how wonderful you 
all are and yet I continue to be humbled. The June 

response to our "Buy, Swap, Sell", our last fundraiser for 
POY 17/18 resulted in, after a further donation, a staggering 
$1000. Thank you.

There has been a ground swell of branch interest in 
producing their own CWL pamphlets, mission statements 
and so forth to help promote our wonderful organisation. I 
admire and encourage all initiatives to advocate the growth 
of Catholic Women's League Sydney.

We align ourselves with God, the laws, and mission of our 
Catholic Church. We aim to support our Priests and parish 
Communities working with existing parish groups where 
possible.

Our advocacy for women is demonstated through our own 
awareness, education (bioethics, social justice), submissions 
to government put forward for and to us by our State and 
National Bodies, and our membership through CWL to 
WUCWO.

We continue to 'Trust in the Lord'. God's blessing.

Helen Cook
President



Reflection

on the 31st July 2018 the CWL Sydney Executive 
attended a reflection day at Dalton Gardens. Mass was 
said by Monsignor Bayada, who afterwards led us in 

reflection. Monsignor Bayada told us a story about a teacher 
who wanted her students to understand appreciation for 
other people, so she set them the task of giving someone a 
blue ribbon. That person then must pass on a blue ribbon 
to another person, and so on. Each person who received a 
blue ribbon was gifted it for reasons they would have never 
expected. It was a real boost for those receiving a ribbon, 
and as a result they were thoughtful in whom the were to 
gift it to next. Finally, a busy working father, suprised to 
have recieved  ribbon from a junior worker who admired 
him, decided to gift his blue ribbon to his son. He explained 
that he admired his son for being a good, hardworking boy, 
despite the fact that he, the father, was often too busy to 
give him the attention he deserved. It was a warm moment 
shared between father and son. 

This was a lovely reminded to appreciate everyone, 
particularly those who aren't usually noticed or 
acknowledged for what they do, whether it be a certain skill, 
talent, or even something as small as the fact they always 
remember how you like your coffee.

Everyone has the right to feel special and acknowledged. We 
are encouraged to seek out those around us, not necessarily 
close to us, who we feel deserve acknowledgement. 

Don't be afraid to reach out - you might just make someone's 
day!



PROJECT OF THE YEAR 
2018/19

Thanh Tam Special School and 
Workshops in Danang, Vietnam 
is a school and vocational training 

centre  run by the Sisters of St Paul de 
Chartres. The sisters and the school 
support over 200 pre-school, school, 
and post-school aged children and 
youth with disabilities. The government 
does not provide education for children 
with any form or disability, and as a 
result many go without an education. 
The Thanh Tam Special School provides 
these children with the opportunity to 
learn, make friends, and have a future. 
 
The Sisters operate as a medical,  
educational and social enterprise. 
Most of the children who attend the 
school are suffering from exposure to 
Agent Orange and from disadvantaged 
families. 
 
 
 

The Sisters also offer limited boarding 
facilities to children whose parents  
cannot afford to look after their child. 
 
The vocational training centre includes 
a cafe/bakery, woodwork shop, art 
and craft shop, and sewing shop. 
The gardens also supply food for the 
children and the cafe/bakery. These 
help generate income to assist in runing 
the school. 
 
There is no government funding for 
the school, and they are reliant on 
donations and volunteers. We know 
that the Australian dollar can go a long 
way in Vietnam and look forward to 
supporting the Sisters and the children! 
 
The money that Catholic Women's 
League Sydney raises will support the 
school in its ongoing work with the 
children.

Announcing our new Project of the Year - supporting 
Thanh Tam Special School in Danang, Vietnam
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"Dear Mrs Helen Cook,  
 
I am Sister Anne Nguyen Thi Tuyet Lan, principal of 
Thanh Tam Special School, Da Nang city, Vietnam. We 
received the donation of the Catholic Women’s League 
Archdiocese of Sydney (amount of 1,120 AUD) for our 
children with disabilities from Mrs Chris McKirdy in 
July 23rd 2018. We was very touched by your interest and 
support. We would like to thank you very much for your 
generous donation. We would like to send our receipt of 
donation to you.  
 
I would like to introduce our school to you: Thanh Tam Special School  is center of special 
education for children with disabilities. Thanh Tam Special School is run by the Sisters of 
Congregation of St Paul de Chartres  in Danang. We offer 15 classes to 291 children with 
cerebral palsy, hearing impairment, mental impairment and autism. Our activities consist 
of  Early Intervention Program, Rehabilitation Program, Educational Program, Integrating 
Education based on Community Program…. Besides that, we organized vocational 
training for students with disabilities to study: bakery, sewing, carpentry and gardening,  
and computer. With the hope, we try to do all the best things to help our children with 
disabilities grow  into an independent and fulfilled adult.  
 
Thank you for your kindness in recognizing that we have many students that need 
assistance. The students and their education are so very important to making our school 
and our community strong. 
 
With your donation, we plan to improve our small garden where our children study how 
to plant and take care of some kind of vegetables in their extracurricular lessons; and 
implement the playground to our children.  
 
Thank you again for your generosity and giving to a great cause.  
We hope we will have chance to welcome you in our school.  
 
May God be with all of you!  
With our best regards,  
 
Sister Anne Nguyen Thi Tuyet Lan  
Principal, Thanh Tam Special School  
Da Nang, Viet Nam"

LETTER FROM THE 
PRINCIPAL
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INDOOR PICNIC 
FUNDRAISER

Thank you  to everyone who joined us for our 
Indoor Picnic fundraiser day, which was our 
first fundraiser for our new Project of the 
Year, Thanh Tam Special School  Vietnam.

The room was decorated beautifully 
with greenery, picnic baskets, scarves  
and  rugs, fairy lights, chocolates, and 
picnic games like bochi and ring toss. 
Everyone enjoyed a hot cholocate with 
a marshmallow and tiny teddy biscuits. 

Following a delicious lunch and dessert of 
sausage rolls, mini quiches, sandwiches, 
chocolate chip cookies and fruit, we listened 
to our guest speaker Lee Trennidick. 

Lee spoke on the Battle of Villers Bretonneux 
during WW1, where Australian men fought 
to save the village. Lee told us that after the 
war, Australian schools raised money to 
help rebuild the school in the town. Then, 
more recently, after the Black Saturday 
bushfires in 2009 destroyed parts of Victoria, 
the schools in Villers Bretonneux raised 
money to help rebuild a school in Victoria. 
It was wonderful to hear about how this 
unique connection between this town and 
Australia is maintained to this very day. Lee 
also told us about her personal connection 
to this particular battle; her father was 
one of the men who fought and helped 
protect the town. Lee told us about her 
travels overseas retracing her father's steps 
and learning more about  the war. It was a 
very interesting talk and we're grateful to 
Lee for sharing her family's story with us.
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WUCWO Monthly Message - July 
"On our way towards Dakar we need 
to reflect more and more about the 
challenges we face in order to discuss 
and find together the best actions to 
contribute and bring justice and peace 
in such globalised indifference.
Continuing with the reflection 
about Amoris Laetitia and the 
characteristics listed in the Hymn 
to Love, this month I would like to 
suggest that “love is not rude.” To 
contribute to build up a “culture of 
encounter” we need “to be open to 
a genuine encounter with others, “a 
kind look” is essential. 
This is incompatible with a negative 
attitude that readily points out 
other people’s shortcomings while 
overlooking one’s own. A kind look 
helps us to see beyond our own 
limitations, to be patient and to 
cooperate with others, despite our 
differences. Loving kindness builds 
bonds, cultivates relationships, 
creates new networks of integration 
and knits a firm social fabric. In 
this way, it grows ever stronger, 
for without a sense of belonging 
we cannot sustain a commitment 
to others; we end up seeking our 
convenience alone and life in 
common becomes impossible. 
Antisocial persons think that others 
exist only for the satisfaction of their 
own needs. Consequently, there is 
no room for the gentleness of love 
and its expression. Those who love 
are capable of speaking words of 

comfort, strength, consolation, and 
encouragement. These were the 
words that Jesus himself spoke: “Take 
heart, my son!” (Mt 9:2); “Great is 
your faith!” (Mt 15:28); “Arise!” (Mk 
5:41); “Go in peace” (Lk 7:50); “Be 
not afraid” (Mt 14:27). These are not 
words that demean, sadden, anger or 
show scorn” (AL 100).
If this is worth in the family, it has to 
be applied also in the larger human 
family in order to overcome the 
atmosphere of indifference, suspect, 
bullying, exploitation especially of 
the weakest and poorest ones. And 
WUCWO has chosen to be witness of 
hope with a special attention to the 
family, the young and the sufferings in 
the world
“Let us ask the Lord for the grace not 
to hesitate when the Spirit calls us to 
take a step forward. Let us ask for the 
apostolic courage to share the Gospel 
with others and to stop trying to 
make our Christian life a museum of 
memories. In every situation, may the 
Holy Spirit cause us to contemplate 
history in the light of the risen Jesus. 
In this way, the Church will not stand 
still, but constantly welcome the 
Lord’s surprises” (Gaudete et Exsultate 
139)." 
 
Extracted from 
the WUCWO 
website  
www.wucwo.
org 

WUCWO News
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State News

We hope you have registered for 
the upcoming State Conference 
in Wollongong - it  will surely 

be a wonderful time shared with our 
friends from the NSW State Dioceses, all 
in beautufil Wollongong.
The conference begins on Tuesday 4th 
September. Registrations will be open 
2-4.30pm at the Novotel, followed by 
an evening Mass at St Francis Xavier 
Cathedral at 6pm. Supper will be served 
afterwards (please make sure anyone 
extra attending supper books and pays 
beforehand. If you are registered for the 
conference there is no additional cost 
for supper). 
The following day, the conference 
begins with registration from 8.30am at 
the Novotel Wollongong.
Regarding refreshments, enjoy 
daily morning and afternoon tea, 
delicious buffet lunch (including 
seafood), and evening canapes on the 
balcony overlooking the ocean on the 
Wednesday.
Guest speakers at the conference 
include Frances Rush, CEO of the 
Asylum Seekers Centre, who we are 
supporting as part of the State Family 
Fast. Frances has been involved with 
the organisation since its establishment 
in 1993 by the Good Shepherd Sisters. 
The Asylum Seekers Centre aims to 
support, advocate for, and welcome 
Asylum Seekers and those from different 
backgrounds into the Australian 
community.
We'll also hear from Sr Noelene Simons 
from Australian Catholic Religious 

Agains Trafficking of Humans. This 
organisation of religious brothers, 
sisters and priests aims to eliminate 
human trafficking across the world.
There are many more guests, including 
Andrea Dean, Director, National Office 
for the Participation of Women; Sonia 
di Mezza, CWLA Research Officer; 
Madeleine Banister, CWLA National 
International Secretary; Dr Deirdre 
Little, CWLA Bioethics Officer; 
Catherine McGrath, WUCWO Vice 
President Asia Pacific Region, WUCWO 
Board Member Australia; and more.
We encourage you all to register and 
share in celebrating Catholic Women's 
League with your fellow members and 
friends!
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WOMEN’S RECONCILIATION 
NETWORK
Report by Marlene Wallace 

The June gathering was a very 
stimulating meeting enjoyed by 
twenty members.
After Welcome to Country we 
joined in singing Sr Helen Kearin's 
song "In the Silence" - a tribute to 
the Aboriginal struggle with white 
settlers in the early colonial days.
Our guest speaker was Joanne Selff, 
an Inner West Committee member 
of the Judicial Commision of New 
South Wales. She is a political 
activist for her Aboriginal people.
She spoke about her role in the 
“Ngara Yura” program, which 
was established in the early 
1990’s in response to the final 
recommendations of the Royal 
Comission into Aboriginal Deaths in 
Custody.
Understanding Culture – the term 
“Ngara Yura” in Eora language 
means, “to hear and listen to the 
people”. E.g. useful exchanges of 
information and ideas of mutual 
concerns re cultural and language 
differences between members of the 
court and Aboriginal community.

A few useful idea that have worked 
to keep Aboriginal youths out of 
prison:
- Go to the community where the   
people feel safe
- Talk to the offenders about their                                  
problems
- “Truth and Truth Telling” has 
proved helpful (e.g. Campbelltown) 
- “Change the world by changing 
themselves”
- Creative arts centres (e.g. Bathurst)
We were encouraged to visit some of 
the four and a half thousand sites in 
Sydney of Aboriginal engravings etc. 
some near North Sydney Hospital, 
Jibbon beach, Bundeena and more.
In La Perouse, some Aboriginal 
children are encouraged to learn 
French so that they can read 
information about the early 
explorers in La Perouse.  
 
 
Thank you to Marlene for her report! We 
encourage members to submit reports on 
events they have attended on behalf of 
CWL Sydney.
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BRANCH NEWS AND DIARY 
DATES

We love hearing about the happenings in our Branches. If 
you branch has an upcoming event or any exciting news 

to share, please let us know! 

CONCORD WEST
We are very pleased that CWL 
has a listing in the Parish 
Directory and they have also 
included a prayer for CWL in 
the Prayers of the Faithful. 
The Concord West Fashion 
Parade has unfortunately had to 
change dates from September 
to November - more details to 
come.
SUMMER HILL
Summer Hill branch will 
host High Tea for Hamlin 
on Satursday 6th October at 
St Patrick's Hall, Drynan St, 
Summer Hill. 11am. Trading 
Table, Raffle, and Lucky Door. 
Proceeds to Catherine Hamlin 
Fistula Foundation Ethiopia. 
Bookings essential - limited 
numbers. RSVP by Tuesday 2nd  
October. Contact Cecily -  
Ph: 9798 5059

PEAKHURST
Saturday 6th October is the 
Peakhurst Fashion Parade - 
more info to come.
RYDE GLADESVILLE
Saturday 27th October is the 
Ryde Gladesville fashion parade 
at St Charles - more info to 
come.
CWL SYDNEY
Tuesday 11th September: 
Branch gathering - Spring 
Carnival and International Day. 
10.30am. Guest speaker from 
the Knitter's Guild. Wear your 
fascinators and enjoy some 
delicious international desserts! 
$15

We have a new look for our 
website! We hope you like it. 

Have a look:  
www.cwlsydney.org.au

We pray for the repose of the souls of DOROTHY SHERBIN  from Concord 
West Branch, MARGARET COOKE from Peakhurst Branch, and HELEN 

WYBORN, former National Bioethics Officer
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BECOME A MEMBER OF CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE 
ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY  TODAY! 

 
MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Cost: $25 for Branch Members, $30 for Diocesan Members

  NAME: _________________________________________________ 
 ADDRESS: ______________________________________________ 
 ________________________________________________________ 

  ________________________________________________________ 
  HOME PHONE: _________________________________________ 
  MOBILE: _______________________________________________

  EMAIL: _________________________________________________ 
  

I’m joining ________________________branch 
 

OR  
 

I’m joining as a Diocesan member 
 
 

I am willing to receive information by email:  YES/NO 
 
 

Please return with remittance of $25 or $30 to: 
 
 

Catholic Women’s League Archdiocese of Sydney 
133 Liverpool St, Sydney 2000 

 
Ph: 9307 8383 

Email: cwlsydney@sydneycatholic.org 
 
 
 

Thank you!

We hope you like Inform’s ‘new look’ 
If you have news from your branch, upcoming events, or interesting articles 

you’d like to share, please let us know - cwlsydney@sydneycatholic.org


