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indeed prodigal—wasteful and  

dissolute. He has forgotten his father, his 

family, and even his faith as he is reduced 

to working as a swineherd—something 

no faithful Jew would consider. It is there 

at his lowest ebb that he comes to his 

senses: he remembers, and the key thing 

he remembers is his father—his father’s 

house, his father’s goodness, his father’s 

love. It proves to be a saving memory for 

the boy as he returns home to seek his 

father’s forgiveness. But it is in fact the 

father who proves to be prodigal—in the 

sense of extravagant—running out to 

meet his son, embracing him and  

restoring his dignity in the symbols of the 

ring, the robe and the sandals. 

The twist is that Jesus told this story to 

the scribes and Pharisees who were 

grumbling that Jesus was mixing with the 

tax collectors and sinners and eating with 

them. They are represented in the figure 

of the elder son, who cannot  

countenance forgiving the younger son. 

He can only remember the wrongs his 

brother has committed, and so he is  

unable to forgive. 

We are invited to bring resolution to this 

unfinished story. It is unfinished because 

we do not know what the elder son did 

next. The father stands outside the 

house, pleading with him to enter and 

join in the celebration. As the camera 

fades out, we are left wondering what 

the elder son will do, and more  

importantly, what will I do? Jesus poses 

Following “The Ravensbruk Prayer”  

published in the March Inform, Fr Ray offers 

more insight into the story and meaning 

behind this deeply moving prayer, and the 

challenges in remembering to trust in God’s 

mercy. 

Ravensbruk was the only major Nazi 

concentration camp specifically for 

women. Between 1939 and 1945, over a 

hundred and thirty thousand women and 

children passed through the camp. Up to 

fifty thousand are estimated to have died 

at the camp itself, perhaps even more. It 

is thought that more women died  

because of disease, starvation and  

overwork than the gas chambers  

themselves. An unknown prisoner wrote 

what has come to be known as the 

Ravensbruk prayer, found scrawled on a 

piece of wrapping paper when the camp 

was liberated by Soviet troops. 

The Ravensbruk prayer asks God to  

remember all people—good and bad 

alike. It does not ask for vengeance but 

that God remember not just their  

sufferings but also their humanity, which 

survived through it all—in their  

friendship, loyalty and courage. The 

prayer bravely asks that this sacred  

remembrance bear the fruit of  

forgiveness. 

In the gospel story of the so-called  

prodigal son, the younger son is  

Father Ray’s Message 
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President’s Report 

this startling challenge to us: will you  

embrace the way of forgiveness in your 

own life, and so join in the celebration of 

God’s mercy, or do you prefer to stay 

outside, clinging to your memory of 

hurts, anger and offence? 

This year is a Jubilee Year of Mercy. Pope 

Francis invites us to come in and join in 

the celebration of God’s prodigal  

extravagant mercy. The motto of this 

Jubilee year is “merciful like the father”, 

and we are invited “not to judge or  

condemn but to forgive and to give love 

and forgiveness without measure”. Pope 

Francis is fond of saying that God never 

tires of offering us mercy; it is we who 

tire of asking for it. God is indeed a 

prodigal father who today pleads with 

each of us not to remember our hurts, 

but rather remember God’s love and join 

in the celebrations of God’s mercy. 

   —Fr. Ray 

 

Jesus urges each of us never to stop 

at the surface of things, especially 

when we have a person before us. 

We are urged to look beyond, to 

focus on the heart in order to see 

how much generosity everyone is 

capable of; no one can be excluded 

from the mercy of God. 

On this topic—an extract from  

Misericordia Vultus: 

We love God because God first loved us

   (1 John 4:6) 

Let God love you 

Be silent 

Be still 

Alone  

Before your God 

Say nothing 

Ask nothing 

Be silent 

Be still 

Let your God look upon you 

That is all God knows 

God understands 

God loves you, with an enormous love,  

And only wants to look upon you with 

that love 

QUIET 

STILL 

 BE 

Let God love you  

 

  - by Edwina Gately 

 

God bless, 

   —Helen 
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Burke. Just us having fun on March 8 

raised $955 for our schools. Well done 

ladies! 

If you missed this function, you missed a 

great day but – early notice – our next 

big day will be Tuesday July 

12,Winterfest! Be there!!                                                               

—Chris McKirdy 

~ 

A heartfelt thank you to Chris for all the 

work she did for Hats, Heels and High 

Tea—particularly for making the most 

delicious sausage rolls, only perhaps not 

enough! 

—Helen 

 

Thank you 

We would like to extend a big thank you 

to Richard for making the beautiful  

Rosary Beads that were gratefully  

received by the Rosary group from The 

Lilliane Brady Village in the Forbes  

Wilcannia Diocese. We appreciate your 

craft and hard work, as do the residents 

that received them. 

 

Women’s Reconciliation Network 

For 20 years Women’s Reconciliation  

Network has been meeting to discuss 

ways to dismantle obstacles for  

Indigenous peoples. Kay Owens, along 

with Marlene Wallace and Judith Eldrige 

attended their first meeting for 2016 

(minuted by Kay). At the meeting it was  

SYDNEY NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

Report: Hats, Heels and High Tea 

On Tuesday March 8, over 60 women 

and their friends enjoyed a wonderful day 

with our Project of the Year Fundraising 

Luncheon – Hats, Heels and High Tea.  

CWL Sydney is a group of amazing 

women – always happy to give  

generously, laugh loudly  and get into the 

spirit of the day, as was evidenced by the 

colourful array of hats, fascinators and 

flowers.  Our members know how to 

have a good time!  With 32 lucky door 

prizes of cups & saucers and coffee mugs 

filled with chocolates (thank you to the 

generous Sydney Councillors for  

supplying these) about half present were 

“lucky”.  

Again, thanks to so many hard working 

women, the room looked terrific in pink 

and grey.  From the serviettes,  

tablecloths, balloons and finally, Helen 

Cook’s gorgeous artwork depicting  

teapots, hats and high heels displayed in 

colourful frames. We all know the much 

needed funds raised are going to such a 

worthwhile project – play equipment for 

the little ones at St Therese, Wilcannia 

and musical equipment at St Ignatius, 
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STATE NEWS 

acknowledged how the elements of  

spiritual, inspiration, healing, and  

Sisterhood contributed to a sense of 

belonging, learning, and friendship. Also 

discussed was dismay at Aboriginal  

Artefacts being locked away at the British 

Museum that Aboriginal peoples  

themselves have not seen; and the sale of 

land in Redfern for a bank which could 

be better utilised as a community space 

for a gallery or museum. 

WRN will host a 20th Anniversary Spirit 

Event on Thursday 2nd June at Redfern  

Community Centre, 10am for 10.30am 

start to 2.30pm. All are welcome to  

attend. 

ANZAC Mass 

On Sunday evening 

24th April along with 

Loretta Chester and 

Sally Fennell, I had the 

pleasure of attending 

the ANZAC Solemn 

Vigil Mass at St Mary’s Cathedral.  

Before Mass began, a wreath was laid at 

the memorial to the unknown Soldier. A 

Tri Flag Party accompanied by a  

drummer proceeded to the altar where 

the flags were placed; very moving. Mass 

was celebrated by The Most Reverent  

Terrence Brady and co-celebrated by 

past and present chaplains of the  

Australian Defence Force. 

The Cathedral Choir sang beautifully as 

always and an Army band played How 

Great Thou Art at Communion. 

The mass was attended by many  

dignitaries including Dame Marie Bashir,  

various Ambassadors and Government 

representatives; Police Commissioner 

Andrew Scipione and State President RSL 

of Australia Mr Rod White delivered 

prayers of the faithful. 

At the end of mass the Last Post was 

played and the Tri Service Flag Party  

departed. 

A very moving and beautiful mass. 

— Sandra Skarsky 

 

 

Extracted from CWLA NSW President’s 

Circular:  

The CWLA AGM/ Teleconference will 

take place on Thursday 26th May. I have 

received the Agenda, which has been 

sent to the Executive. Your CWLA 

NSW Inc. delegates will be participating 

in the Teleconference. 

It was a great pleasure to join the 

Bathurst Diocese members at their One 

Day Conference along with State  

Executive members Peg McEntee and 

Michelle Pedersen and representatives 

from Broken Bay, Parramatta and  

Wollongong Dioceses and the Sydney 

Archdiocese. The hospitality of the  

Lismore members is renowned and once 

again it was a lovely occasion to share in 

our faith and friendship. Guest speaker 

Sr. Christina Aitken RSM spoke to the 

theme of the day “Mercy and Hope in a 
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troubled world”. Bishop Michael 

McKenna officiated at the Mass at St. 

Patrick’s Church, Lithgow and joined the 

members in meeting for part of the  

programme. All reports were presented 

with great detail and competency and I 

extend thanks to Diocesan President Pat 

Okon OAM for her invitation to join the 

wonderful members of Bathurst Diocese 

on this occasion.  

Family Fast 

It was recently decided at the State  

Conference Meeting that Mum’s Cottage 

will be the recipient of funds raised on 

Family Fast Day in November. Mum’s 

Cottage was put forward by the Maitland 

Newcastle Diocese, and is for young 

mums mentoring other young mums 

—Moya Potts 

In the March issue of Women’s Voice 

there are many great articles. Everyone 

embraces the theme of Mercy through 

the eyes of Women. I have only touched 

on a very few. Our own State Interna-

tional Secretary, Patricia Bannister, has 

written about the opening of the Door of 

Mercy. President General Ruggieri points 

out that the Parable of the Prodigal Son 

can be seen as the main theme for this  

Jubilee Year of Mercy. The Joy of the 

Father in the return of his son.   

Pope Francis encourages us to  

contemplate the mystery of Mercy. It is 

the wellspring of joy, serenity and peace.  

“Blessed are the merciful they shall have 

mercy shown to them.”  As women of 

WUCWO we need to put such a  

beatitude into action.  Father Whelan 

points out the interest Pope Francis has 

in encouraging the voice of women. The 

Pope associates three women with the 

theme of Mercy.  Our Lady; he visits her 

shrine at the Basilica of St. Mary Major in 

Rome asking her for protection. The 

second Saint is Maria Faustina of Poland 

and founder of the devotion to Divine 

Mercy.  Thirdly Mother Teresa who  

devoted herself to the poor showing 

great Mercy. 

The Year of Mercy invites us to be open 

to forgiveness, mercy, peace, trust and 

hope so that we can have faith that Jesus 

loves us and in him we find the source 

and reason for our joy and strength in 

our mercy, peace, harmony and good 

relations between man. 

The Pacific Regional Conference was 

held in Fiji early May. I will no doubt  

receive reports on how the Conference 

went.  I have included the WUCWO 

2016 Prayer for the Family.  Take a copy 

and read it perhaps at your meetings. 

—Margaret Burke 

During this Holy Year of Mercy, Lord, we pray 

for all families of the world and seek to bring 

the Gospel of mercy to each person. 

We pray for single mothers sacrificing to feed 

and clothe their children. Guard all newborns, 

guide the young and their vocations. Open our 

eyes to see the beauty and future in our youth; 

give us the ears to listen to their stories. Keep 

them safe from all addictions and free the 

victims of human trafficking. 

With the loving patronage of Jesus, Mary and 

Joseph, the Holy Family of Nazareth, the 

WUCWO Women of hope pray that the  

family be a sanctuary of peace, love and faith. 

Amen 

WUCWO 
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YOUTH HOMELESSNESS 

There are 32,000 homeless aged between 12 and 25 years old in Australia living 

on the streets, sleeping in parks, on trains, in cars or abandoned buildings, some 

couch surf from one friend’s place to another for as long as they can. 

The Salvos are very involved in helping to combat this problem. There is an 

online petition via salvos.org.au 

Speak to your local member about this situation in your area, whether it is 

homeless youth or any homeless people.  Speak to your Parish Priest and parish 

council to see if there is anything you as a group can do. 

EUTHANASIA 

We must not give up the fight against euthanasia because those fighting for it 

certainly have not relaxed their fight. 

Euthanasia in Australia is supported by: Australian Greens.  Australian Democrats.  

Liberal Democratic Party.  As well as Science Party.  Secular Party of Australia 

Exit International made TV Ads arguing for voluntary euthanasia which,  

fortunately, these ads were banned before they were scheduled to be broadcast 

in September 2010.  Exit International is an Australian euthanasia advocacy 

group founded by Philip Nitschke.  There are many groups in favour of  

voluntary euthanasia including Christians Supporting Choice and Doctors for  

Voluntary Euthanasia Choice. 

Philip Nitschke will continue to fight for his cause, so we must not be  

complacent in this regard.  In additional to our constant prayers we must also 

act.  I understand that many of us have already written letters and instigated 

petitions through our parishes, but if we have to do it again then so we shall. 

Euthanasia is a crime against life and a crime against God the Creator 

— Pope Francis 

Pope Francis also warns against a false sense of Compassion regarding  

euthanasia and abortion. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 
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It is immoral to embark on any course of action whose aim is to destroy  

human life, irrespective of the quality of the individual’s motive   — Buddhism 

SAFE SCHOOLS COALITION 

Safe schools coalition describes itself as – a national coalition of organisations and 

schools working together to create safe and inclusive school environments for same 

sex attracted, intersex and gender diverse students, staff and families. 

Under the guise of anti bullying in schools, the safe school coalition is  

promoting a radical view of gender and sexuality.  They would like to do away 

with gender completely. 

We are grateful and thank God that common sense has prevailed regarding the 

safe school program.  The Federal Government has decided against it, however 

Victoria and ACT are contemplated going it alone and trying to have it brought 

in for their schools. 

ELDER ABUSE 

Speaking at the National Elder Abuse Conference in Melbourne in February, 

Attorney General George Brandis said the government was appalled by the 

level of abuse in the community. 

National senior’s chief executive Michael O’Neill said a national approach to the 

issue was long overdue.  Women are the most susceptible to abuse and more 

often than not family members are the perpetrators.  A large number of cases 

go unreported. 

This abuse takes various forms, mental, psychical, sometimes with great  

violence, neglect, and also 65% of reported cases involve financial abuse. 

It is a wicked state of affairs when our elderly and/or our children are subjected 

to such appalling treatment.  It just breaks my heart.  

An inquiry will be conducted by the Australian Law Reform Commission and 

will report by May 2017.     

       — Sandra Skarsky 
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BRANCH NEWS Gemma Sisia,  founder of St Jude's School 

Tanzania with her new graduate Dorice, 

entertained & informed us about the 

amazing work in educating selective 

gifted children from extremely poor 

families. All uniforms, tuition,  

nutritious food and accommodation are 

provided for free thanks to sponsors and 

donations. This was a Parish initiative 

from "Lend A hand" Ministry which had 

been supporting St Jude's for many years. 

Over 100 people, including CWL ladies, 

enjoyed this fundraiser high tea. 

Sydney Harbour North:  

Our annual mass was held on St Patrick’s 

day. We combined with Sacred Heart 

Primary School, Mosman. Fr Philip Linder 

celebrated and his homily brought our  

attention to how much we are in debt to 

the Irish priests, nuns and brothers who 

brought our catholic religion to Australia 

and established our catholic education 

system. We will remain ever grateful. 

Following mass we enjoyed morning tea 

in the community room at MacKillop 

grange. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Hill: We would like to thank 

everyone who helped make their autumn 

fashion parade a successful event. The 

branch has also concluded their first  

silver circle of the year and the mother’s 

day raffle was also successful. 

Fairfield: Our first bus trip of the year 

was to the Norman Lindsey Gallery at 

Faulconbridge on 13th April. The 

weather was glorious and the gardens 

were lovely. There is a very good cafe 

there where we enjoyed lunch, followed 

by a wander around the grounds. All had 

a good day and are looking forward to 

our next outing in July.  

Coming up we will have our lamington 

Stall on Mother's Day and then our  

Biggest Morning Tea on Saturday 26th 

May, all welcome. Also please keep in 

mind the reflection day on Monday 22nd 

August. Our parish is working on a few 

fundraising activities for this year so we 

will be involved in those. 

Ryde/Gladesville: Our Spring Fashion  

Parade, featuring Golden Girls Fashion, 

afternoon tea, homemade cakes and  

sandwiches, will be held in St Charles  

Borromeo Parish Hall, Cnr Victoria Rd 

and Charles St, Ryde at 1pm on Saturday 

27th August, 2016. Admission $10 Lucky 

door prizes, raffle.  Phone Beth  

9807 4334 for bookings. 

Peakhurst: We have begun 3 Silver  

Circles through our Parish & Friends. 

Our "Illawarra Machine Knitters" Fund 

Raiser was poorly attended, however 

the 31 ladies who attended enjoyed the 

fashions & lovely Morning Tea. Saturday 

2nd April was an outstanding success. 

Francoise Gilroy, Jan Mathews and Fr. Phil PP 
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National Council of Women Q&A Breakfast 

On the 13th of April National Council of Women 

hosted a Q&A breakfast, with the focus of the day as 

“Concerns for Young Women”. I attended with Sally 

Fennell, along with Patricia Bannister (CWL Maitland/

Newcastle) and her granddaughter Madeline. The 

panellists were The Honourable Justice Jennifer 

Boland AM - Advocate in Family Law and Children’s Rights; Virginia Howard – Former 

Mayor of Mossman and Chair Taldumande Youth Services, Audrey Markowskei – post-

graduate student at Macquarie University. Despite their different backgrounds, many  

similarities were drawn between each of their experiences as women in the workforce. 

One topic discussed was the gender pay gap. Mrs Markowskei talked about the huge  

differences in pay between men and women in the STEM fields (Science Technology  

Engineering and Mathematics), and the lack of encouragement for women to study and work 

in these areas. She also mentioned a most striking study on “unconscious bias” conducted at 

Washington University, where 1700 biology students were asked to anonymously rank their 

classmates on who they thought would be the best performing in their cohort. The results 

showed students ranking the males over female peers, despite the fact many of the female 

students held the highest ranking GPA’s (grade point average) and were achieving top marks.  

This is a sentiment that seems to be reflected in other fields, with Justice Boland discussing 

the lack of opportunities for young female graduates. An interesting anecdote she discussed 

mentioned a male colleague expressing his discomfort at being the only male in the room at 

a conference for female judges—ironic, considering this is the everyday reality for many 

women working in law. 

A question I submitted to be asked was about growing disinterest in feminism amongst 

young people. The panellists responded strongly, with Mrs Markoweskei believing that  

feminism is more relevant than ever, particularly in the STEM fields, where female  

professors are assumed to be tea ladies at conferences and meetings. Virginia Howard  

suggested that the image of feminism may need an overhaul, as people may not understand 

what feminism is and only picture angry women burning their bras.  

The Q&A breakfast was very interesting overall, and listening to a group of wonderful and 

intelligent women was a great way to start the day.  

        —Maddie Er 

We pray for the repose of the soul of PATRICIA MORRISEY OAM, former CWL  

Sydney Archdiocese President, MONICA MOSCHELLA, former member of Five Dock Branch 

and OLIVE KELLY, former member of North Sydney Branch, DOROTHY KERNAHAN 

former member of Oatley Branch 
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Wednesday May 25: Concord West Reflection Day at Marian Court, 10am, Cost $20. Please 

RSVP for catering purposes 

Tuesday June 14: Branch Reflection Day  

Tuesday July 12: Winterfest – blue/white/silver theme. Cost $20 for hot lunch 

Tuesday August 9:  Annual Mass & Luncheon 

Monday August 22: Western Region Reflection Day, 10.30am at Our Lady of the Rosary 

Church, Fairfield 

Saturday August 27: Ryde/Gladesville Spring Fashion Parade, St Charles Borromeo Parish Hall, 

Ryde at 1pm on. Admission $10.Lucky door prizes, raffle.  Phone Beth  9807 4334 for  

bookings  

Reminder: The Eucharistic Procession will not be held in June this year but on the Feast 

of Christ the King in November, further details to come closer to the date 

DIARY DATES 

Excerpt: HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS, Saint Peter's 

Square, Sunday, 3 April 2016  

“In God’s mercy, all of our infirmities find healing. His mercy, in fact, does not keep 

a distance: it seeks to encounter all forms of poverty and to free this world of so 

many types of slavery. Mercy desires to reach the wounds of all, to heal them.  

Being apostles of mercy means touching and soothing the wounds that today afflict 

the bodies and souls of many of our brothers and sisters. Curing these wounds, we 

profess Jesus, we make him present and alive; we allow others, who touch his 

mercy with their own hands, to recognize him as “Lord and God” (Jn 20:28), as did 

the Apostle Thomas. This is the mission that he entrusts to us. So many people ask 

to be listened to and to be understood. The Gospel of mercy, to be proclaimed and 

written in our daily lives, seeks people with patient and open hearts, “good  

Samaritans” who understand compassion and silence before the mystery of each 

brother and sister. The Gospel of mercy requires generous and joyful servants, 

people who love freely without expecting anything in return.” 


