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Update: The School of St Jude  
 

For the past few years, Catholic Women’s League Sydney have been sponsoring 

a young girl in Tanzania at a primary school called The School of St Jude. Her 

name is Valeria, and she recently started grade 3. For those who are unaware,  

St Jude’s is a Catholic school, funded through charity, that provides a first-class  

education to disadvantaged children living in poverty and in country stricken by 

corruption. This year, there will be another 100 students starting school at St 

Jude’s—a testament to their success in providing students with a fantastic  

education. Our sponsorship to Valeria supports her in ways that will benefit her 

immensely in the future.  

The people at St Jude’s do a great job with keeping us up to date with Valeria 

and her progress at school. Her final school report for grade 2 in 2014 saw her 

receiving straight A’s for all her classes, exceeding all outcomes. She also  

received a merit award for being attentive in class (pictured), as well as excelling 

in mathematics.  

In a hand-written letter to us from Valeria, she talks about helping her parents do housework and reading books 

during the school holidays, and also talks about doing debating as her extra curricular activity. She enjoys studying 

science and had fun on “parents day”, where parents were invited to visit the school for the day. 

We look forward to supporting Valeria this year as she completes grade 3, and hope she continues to excel in all 

aspects of her learning. If you would like to read the letters Valeria has written to us, we have them in the office. 

Urgent Prayers 

 

From the Vincentian Curia in Rome 

From Sister Monique, via Filles de la Charite, Paris 

Late Sunday afternoon on 1 March 2015, I received a message from M. Francoise, a delegate of the International 

Society of St Vincent de Paul, and I managed to reach her by telephone. She was leaving for Paris, and collapsed at 

the news she had just received: members of the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul in Syria were kidnapped, along 

with their wives and children. The children were isolated and...put into cages. Adults who do not deny their faith 

will be decapitated, and their children burned alive in the cages. M Francoise had been in regular contact with    

several of them before all this occurred. She asked me to transmit the news and make a fervent appeal for prayers 

for these people, and all who are held hostage. 

Let us remain fervently united in prayer, and have as our intention the welfare of all brothers and sisters in our 

Christian faith who are being held hostage.                                                                       http://vincentians.org.au/ 
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We pray for the repose of the soul of   

Norma Boyle former North Sydney member & Marie Basquil former Oatley member  

Branch News 

State News 

Sydney News 

Drummoyne: Extract from the bulletin of St Mark’s Parish informing parishioners of the informative Branch   

meeting held in honour of St Joseph:  At our recent monthly meeting in the Polding Centre on10th March we were      

privileged to hear the interesting life stories of three men on fatherhood/grandparenthood in celebrating St Joseph. Two of 

these speakers were dedicated members of our own Parish’s Pastoral Council – Des Reilly and John Perkins, which made us 

proud to also be members of St Mark’s Parish.  

Fairfield: Ladies are busily knitting red poppies for ANZAC Day. The poppies will be stitched to green satin and 

will be displayed in our Church at the base of the flags for Masses on ANZAC Day and Sunday.                          

The Poppy Pattern is on page 4.       

North Sydney: A Reflection Day will be held on Friday, 22nd May at St Francis Xavier Church, Lavender Bay 

(behind North Sydney Station). Cost: $15. 10am for 10.30am start. BYO lunch, tea and coffee provided. We are 

starting a silver circle—if interested please contact Kay Owens 9955 5197. 

Peakhurst: Our three Silver Circles have begun. On Friday, 8th May, 9.30am Mass at OLF Peakhurst, followed by 

High Tea in Parish Hall. Guest Speaker, Paul Napier will speak on his work in the Prison System. Donation $10 

(also raffle). RSVP to Inez Mullen 9533 3979 or Marlene Wallace 9153 0559. Twelve ladies will attend a TAFE 

Luncheon on 13th May. 

TO ALL BRANCHES—PLEASE LET US KNOW WHEN YOU ARE CELEBRATING SPECIAL MILESTONES! 

National News 

The agenda for the CWLA Inc. National Conference in Parramatta has now arrived. The theme is “Listening with the Heart”. 

Opening Mass: Tuesday 22 September, 2015 at St Patrick’s Cathedral (across the park from Novotel) 

Conference: Wednesday 23 September, 2015 – full day 

Conference Dinner: Wednesday 23 September, 2015 commencing at approximately 6pm at the Novotel Sydney Parramatta 

(cost to be included in Registration fee) 

Conference resumes:  Thursday 24 September, 2015 

Conference concludes with Closing Mass: Thursday 24 September, 2015 commencing at approximately 3pm in Novotel 

 

More information will come through in the lead up to the conference. Please note that this schedule may be subject to change.  

St Joseph’s Day 

On March 10, CWL Sydney celebrated St Joseph’s Day (actual Feast Day March 19).   

After a delicious lunch and then a blessing from Helen Cook, each gentleman was introduced by our MC Peg  

McEntee and then proceeded to “tell their story”. There was a panel of three gentlemen – Mr John Perkins,         

Mr Luke Edwards and Mr Des Reilly. Their frank, open and totally honest descriptions of being a father/grandfather 

today was insightful. These men opened their hearts to the Catholic Women’s League members, friends and       

gentlemen who had joined us for lunch and to listen to the panel. Everyone present on the day felt touched by the 

panel members and were privileged to have listened to three very different stories but each story told with great 

love. A memorable day and thank you to the three gentlemen and all who attended.     

            —Chris McKirdy 

Michelle Pedersen is now the Communications Officer for State. We congratulate Michelle.  

The Vine will now be two issues per year—May and November. Articles for May to be in by 15th April, 2015. 

Australian Church Women (ACW). It has become a priority to present a representative to be part of ACW (do not have to 

be CWL member). Someone interested in Ecumenism would be excellent. 

President’s Address: President, Loretta is recovering well and hopes to be back in the office very soon. 

May the Joy, Peace and Love of Christ at Easter time fill us with a renewed sense of our liberation by the death of Christ our     

Saviour so that we might live. 



Diary Dates 
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Tuesday May 12 —10.30am WUCWO Day Mass & luncheon. This will be a special day—cost $25pp.  

Tuesday June 9—A Reflection Day will be held at Marian Court, 18 Margaret St, Strathfield. Mass at 

10.30am celebrated by our Chaplain, Fr Ray Farrell. 

We always seem to be behind the news. International Women’s Day was held on the 8th of March. Pope Francis in his address 

to the Pontifical Council for Culture states in part “We need to study criteria and new methods which enable women not to 

feel like guests but full participants in various spheres of society and Church life. The Church is women, she the Church, not he 

the Church. I say this to pastors of Christian communities representing Universal Church, but also to lay women and men 

committed in different ways in culture, education, families, work, and religious institutions”.  

WUCWO gives its specific contribution to make women full participants in Church life. The status of women at UN will be 

dedicated to “Empowering Women, Empowering Humanity".  

We pray for all women who are victims of persecution and violence. St Paul says “What will separate us from the love of 

Christ? Will anguish, or distress, or persecution, or famine. No nothing will separate us from the love of God in Jesus Christ 

our Lord.” 

I hope you all had an enjoyable Easter. May the risen Christ be with you always. 

WUCWO day is on the 12th of May and will be very special. Mass will be at 10.30am. I am working on what form the day will 

take and hope it will be a prayerful time. God bless.  

            —Margaret Burke 

With the blessings of Easter and a renewed spirit 

 

Give up harsh words, use generous ones 

Give up unhappiness, take up gratitude 

Give up anger, take up gentleness and patience 

Give up pessimism, take up hope and optimism 

Give up worrying, take up trusting in God 

Give up complaining, value what you have 

Give up stress, take up prayer 

Give up judging others, discover Jesus within them 

Give up sorrow and bitterness, fill your heart with joy 

Give up selfishness, take up compassion for others 

Give up being unforgiving, learn reconciliation  

Give up words: fill yourself with silence and listen to others 

PSA—FINANCIAL ABUSE 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Financial abuse is the improper use of your     
finances or property by someone that you know 
or trust. They may: 

 

Fund personal expenses with your money 

Force you to change your will 

Sell your belongings without permission 

Misuse your Power of Attorney 

Prevent you from accessing or controlling 
your own funds 

 

The Australian Bankers’ Association (ABA) has  
developed materials to help banks prevent  
financial abuse and to support customers who 
may be vulnerable to financial abuse. There are 
guidelines for banks on protecting vulnerable 
customers from abuse and factsheets for  
customers about managing their banking needs 
and protecting themselves from abuse. 

www.bankers.asn.au 

 

As the cooler weather approaches, get out those knitting needles and start knitting those 

squares for Wrap With Love.  

Bring them into the office and they will be delivered for you.    

Get started today! 
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WUCWO DAY 

May 12, 2015 
 

Our day begins in Our Lady’s Chapel 

Level 6 at 10.30am with 

a special WUCWO Mass. 

 

Afterwards we will share a catered lunch. 

The cost of lunch will be $25pp 

And bookings are essential. 

 

All the profits from this luncheon will go towards the good works of WUCWO. 

 

There will be no collection at Mass and no raffle tickets on the day. 

 

FINAL NUMBERS AND MONIES MUST BE RECEIVED IN  

OUR OFFICE BY MAY 6. 

 

DUE TO INCREASED COSTS, WE CANNOT CATER FOR  

THOSE WHO DO NOT PAY BY MAY 6. 

 

POPPY PATTERN: 

8 ply red wool (old size 8 needles) 3.75 needles – makes approx 22 poppies 

Cast on 60 stitches. 

1st row – K2, P2 to end of row.  

Repeat 7 times. 

9th row – K2 together across row 

10th row – slip 1 knit 2 together pass the slip stitch over. 

Thread wool through remaining stitches and sew sides together.                                                                                      

Finish with black wool stitched in centre or sew on a black button. 


