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ghetto culture, a culture of exclusion. 

Lent is a time for remembering. It is 

the time to reflect and ask ourselves 

what we would be if God had closed 

his doors to us. What would we be 

without his mercy that never tires of 

forgiving us and always gives us the 

chance to begin anew? Lent is the time 

to ask ourselves where we would be 

without the help of so many people 

who in a thousand quiet ways have 

stretched out their hands and in very 

concrete ways given us hope and en-

abled us to make a new beginning? 

Lent is the time to start breathing 

again. It is the time to open our hearts 

to the breath of the One capable of 

turning our dust into humanity. It is not 

the time to rend our garments before 

the evil all around us, but instead to 

make room in our life for all the good 

we are able to do. It is a time to set 

aside everything that isolates us, en-

closes us and paralyses us. Lent is a 

time of compassion, when, with the 

Psalmist, we can say:  

“Restore to us the joy of your salvation, 

sustain in us a willing spirit”, so that by 

our lives we may declare your praise 

(cf. Ps 51:12.15), and our dust – by 

the power of your breath of life - may 

become a “dust of love”.” 
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“Lent is the time for saying no. No to 

the spiritual asphyxia born of the  

pollution caused by indifference, by 

thinking that other people’s lives are 

not my concern, and by every attempt 

to trivialize life, especially the lives of 

those whose flesh is burdened by so 

much superficiality. Lent means saying 

no to the toxic pollution of empty and 

meaningless words, of harsh and hasty 

criticism, of simplistic analyses that fail 

to grasp the complexity of problems, 

especially the problems of those who 

suffer the most. Lent is the time to say 

no to the asphyxia of a prayer that 

soothes our conscience, of an  

almsgiving that leaves us self-satisfied, 

of a fasting that makes us feel good. 

Lent is the time to say no to the  

asphyxia born of relationships that 

exclude, that try to find God while 

avoiding the wounds of Christ present 

in the wounds of his brothers and  

sisters: in a word, all those forms of 

spirituality that reduce the faith to a 

1. 

From the homily of his 

Holiness Pope Francis 
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President’s Report 

 

“Trust in God” — Ps 115 

 

Welcome to 2017, as we continue 

to “Trust in God”, hopefully with a 

stronger search in our daily lives for 

his goodness in all that we do. 

Last weekend, Sally Fennell, Loretta 

Chester and myself attended the 

State Council meeting in Wauchope 

with the new President Ann 

Pereira. 

Loretta was elected as Vice  

President, with Irene O’Grady as  

Secretary, Peg McEntee comes in as 

State International Secretary 

(WUCWO) and Lisa McPherson as 

Treasurer. We congratulate each of 

them on their positions. 

Lisa is a young woman and has set 

up a website for State — it looks 

great an has features including latest 

news, photos, access to The Vine, 

and upcoming events in different 

Dioceses.  

If you are interested in looking at 

the new website, this is the URL: 

https://cwlanswblog.wordpress.com/  

 

A succinct meeting was conducted 

and full of hospitality, warmth, and 

of course much laughter. Overall, it 

was a very positive meeting. 

Thank you to those who attended 

our Opening Mass and first branch  

meeting for the year—we were 

pleased to be joined by many 

friendly and familiar faces, as well as 

our friends from the Aboriginal  

Catholic Ministry, Kim, Kelly and 

Cate. It was also wonderful to hear 

that the students from Delaney 

College enjoyed their time on their 

immersion experience. 

I’m looking forward to seeing you 

at our next branch gathering. 

—Helen Cook 
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Opening Mass and Luncheon 

On the 14th of February we had our 

first Branch Gathering for the year, 

starting with Mass in the Chapel of 

Our Lady. Fr Ray said mass for us 

and we welcomed the new Executive 

for the year. 

President Helen Cook started the 

meeting by reminding us to Trust in 

God — a theme we will carry 

throughout the year. 

Towards the end of last year CWL 

Sydney donated some money to  

support students at Delaney  

College attend an immersion trip to 

Far North Queensland. We were 

happy to have two of the students 

join us at our meeting to tell us a bit 

about their experience. 

We’re pleased that the girls had a fun 

and educational trip.  

3. 

 

Sydney Executive 

We welcome everyone back after a 

successful Opening Mass in  

February. Some changes have been 

made to the Sydney Executive. 

We welcome Sandra Skarsky,  

President of Fairfield Branch, to the 

role of Secretary, and Sally Fennell 

to the role of Treasurer. Margaret 

Blomfield and Margaret Burke are 

our Vice Presidents, and Loretta  

Chester will now take on 

WUCWO (as well as State Vice 

President). 

Our Councillors do a lot of hard 

work behind the scenes, and we 

would like to thank and  

congratulate them on all that they 

do for us—whether it be assisting 

with tasks in the office, helping  

organise and hand out lunch on 

Branch days, or bringing new ideas 

to Council meetings, we value their 

input immensely. We were very sad 

to lose two wonderful Councillors 

last year, Bernice Harper and Kay 

Owens, two women who worked 

tirelessly for Catholic Women’s 

League. We hope to have a happy 

2017 with God’s guidance. 

SYDNEY NEWS 

Students from Delaney College with Helen Cook, 

Margaret Blomfield, and Kim Hill & Kelly Wyld 

from Aboriginal Catholic Ministry 



 

 

We congratulate and welcome our 

State President Ann Pereira into her 

new role. On her executive, we  

congratulate Loretta Chester as Vice 

President, Lisa McPherson as  

Treasurer, and Peg McEntee as State 

International Secretary. 

Please view the new CWLA-NSW 

website for latest news on State  

matters, including news and events 

from each diocese across NSW. 

https://cwlanswblog.wordpress.com/ 

As we begin 2017 and our 

Women’s Voice arrives, the 

Jubilee of Mercy announced 

by Pope Francis for 2016 

has drawn to a close. The new 

WUCWO theme continues the  

journey “The World Needs  

Forgiveness”. In the Editorial of 

Women’s Voice, Virginia Rivero 

Lozado speaks on Holy Doors  

leading to the merciful heart of Jesus, 

who taught us to forgive and to do 

this with no limits. 

In this edition, many WUCWO 

women from different countries 

throughout the world recount  

forgiveness in different ways. Our 

Lord teaches us always to seek to 

resolve conflicts and build peace 

within families, communities, and the 

world. 

Fr Gerard Whelan SJ in his message 

from Ecclesiastical Assistant speaks 

on the 2017 theme and finishes with 

“At the Foot of the Cross”  showing 

us the supreme expression of Mercy 

and Forgiveness. 

Pope Francis speaks to the Women 

of WUCWO and I have enclosed a 

copy of this in the branch folders. 

Throughout the year we will pray at 

our meetings for forgiveness, God’s 

gift that heals and sets people free. I 

hope you will carry this back to the 

Branch meetings.  

Please keep in your prayers the 

women of the Middle East. 

—Loretta Chester 

4. 

STATE NEWS 

WUCWO 

State Council Meeting dinner 

in Wauchope 



 

 

UPDATE ON PROJECT OF THE YEAR 

St Patricks Primary School Brewarrina 

We have received an update from Mary-Ellen Dempsey, Assistant Director 

of Educational Services in Wilcannia-Forbes, on how our donations for our 

project of the year are assisting in the education of students at St Patrick’s 

Brewarrina. 

The school has purchased 3 special awareness mats for various classrooms.  

Research suggests that such mats assist in developing a child’s: 

 Sense of routine 

 Self-control 

 Alphabetical recognition 

 Sense of safety—knowing where they will be sitting each day 

It also provides behavioural management support to teachers and staff. 

The school has also purchased the majority of the art supplies for their 

painting lessons, starting in Term 1. The students are reportedly very  

excited for these classes.  

There are plans for presenting their artworks at a community art show  

during Term 3. 

We were also informed of the continuation of the projects we supported 

last year at St Ignatius Bourke (music program) and St Therese Wilcannia 

(structured play based learning). We’re so pleased to have helped get these 

projects started and that they are continuing to help in the education of 

young children. 
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We would like to extend our congratulations to  

Immediate Past President of CWLA-NSW Moya Potts 

on receiving the honour of Dame of St Gregory the Great by the Holy Father, 

Pope Francis, for her services to the community and Sydney Archdiocese. 

 

 

 

 

CWLA-NSW Inc, through CWL Wollon-

gong, sponsored Bridget Haywood at the 

National Council of Women NSW Austra-

lia Day Luncheon. In 2017 Bridget will 

commence the Honour's year of her 

Bachelor of Medical Biotechnology after sitting and achieving well in her Gradu-

ate Medical School Admissions Test. She hopes to study medicine in 2018 with 

ambitions to work overseas. Bridget has always been an active member of the 

parish community. She has worked at St Vincent De Paul shop, Unanderra, vis-

ited the elderly at Villa Maria Nursing Home Unanderra, distributed food to the 

disadvantaged with ‘Vinnies Van' and participated in the  Australian Indigenous 

Mentoring Experience. She has demonstrated leadership at school and in a re-

gional youth group including running weekend conferences, weekly meetings, 

and community building. Bridget’s proud and delighted grandparents attended 

the luncheon, they had raised Bridget from the age of six. Eleven CWLA-NSW 

also attended the luncheon.      —Sally Fennell 

6. 

National Council of Women Australia Day Luncheon 

Congratulations! 



 

 

In Memory of Bernice Harper  

Besides being a long term member of Catholic 

Women’s League, Councillor, Board Member at 

Marian Court, and a vital member of Concord West 

branch, Bernice dedicated her life to helping others. 

She worked with the Special Olympics, and loved  

supporting the people she met through this work. She 

was also very involved with Wraps With Love, and 

would collect the squares that came to us in the of-

fice. Bernice was a community oriented person, and 

we will certainly need a small army to cope with the work she did herself. She 

was always humble, often refusing accolades and honours, saying she doesn't 

need it—her unpretentious nature much  

admired by others. She was friendly to every-

one she came across, and much loved by 

those who knew her. We will miss our friend 

Bernice deeply. 

—Helen Cook 

  

 

In Memory of Kay Owens 

Kay Owens died peacefully in her sleep on the 

morning of 1/12/16. Kay was a stalwart of CWL 

North Sydney branch. Although her official role 

was Treasurer, she had many other unofficial roles, 

which she carried out with grace and humility. Kay 

was also a CWL  

Sydney Councillor and represented CWL Sydney 

on the Women’s Reconciliation Network. Kay 

also attended many CWL State and National 

Conferences and WUCWO International  

conferences which she very much enjoyed. Kay 

was a daily Mass attendee.  

She was a wonderful friend and supporter of 

CWL and we will miss her.    

     —Sally Fennell 

7. 

Bernice with Mary Harold 

Bernice with Maureen Arrow and June Clarke 

Kay with Sally Fennell 

Kay with Mary Harold 



 

 

BRANCH NEWS 
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We pray for the repose of the souls of JOAN CAROLAN former CWL Sydney  

President, KAY OWENS from North Sydney Branch, BERNICE HARPER from 

Concord West branch, MOLLY WARK from Drummoyne branch, and CATH 

RICHARDS from Enfield branch 

Tuesday 11 April — Easter Spirituality Day—bring a new friend two for  

   $20 deal 

Tuesday 9 May — WUCWO Day with Mass at 10.30am, with Guest  

   Speakers from Catholic Missions 

DIARY DATES 

In Memory of Joan Carolan 

Joan Carolan was President of Catholic Women’s 

League Archdiocese of Sydney from1993 to 1996. 

She was made a Dame of the Order of St  

Gregory the great in 2000 for her contributions 

to CWL and the community. Joan died peacefully 

on the 26th of February 2017. She is succeeded 

by her children, 14 grandchildren, and 8 great 

grandchildren. Her funeral on the 6th of March at 

Mother of Mercy Chapel Rookwood was well  

attended by loved ones, friends, and members of Catholic Women’s 

League. Continuing her generous spirit, instead of sending flowers in con-

dolences, donations to Caritas is preferred. We keep Joan and her family 

in our prayers, and are thankful for the wonderful contribution she made 

to Catholic Women’s League. 

Ryde Gladesville 

Advanced notification of our fundraiser taking place on Saturday 3rd of 

June 2017. Golden Girls Winter Fashion Parade at St Charles Borremeo 

Hall at 1.00pm, corner of Charles Street and Victoria Road, Ryde. 

Sydney Harbour North 

On Thursday 16th March following our monthly meeting Sr Kathleen will 

conduct a Reflection followed by lunch. We also hope to conduct a silver 

circle commencing in April 
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Grant I ask you, Lord, 

A blessing on the works performed by 

the members of the Catholic Women’s League. 

I pray that, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit 

and through the intercession of Mary,  

Help of Christians, 

more women will become participating 

members of the Catholic Women’s League. 

Through Christ Our Lord, Amen. 

Imprimatur W. Brennan 


