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From the President 

Firstly, I would like to ask members to pray for the plight of Christians and minority groups in Iraq and Syria. The 

Annual Mass and Luncheon was a happy and most enjoyable day, I hope you all enjoyed it as much as I did. Thank 

you to all those involved, to Helen Cook for organising such a memorable Mass and to Mons Mullins for being our 

celebrant. A few reminders—No Branch Luncheon in September, as we will be at the State Conference. Wednes-

day 1st October, Drummoyne Reflection Day. Sunday 12th October, Garden Party, Concord West Branch 1—

4pm. October Branch Luncheon, Guest Speaker from Sudanese Community, St Dominic’s Flemington. Ryde Branch 

Function 18th October at 1pm.  

Please pray for the success of the State Conference and thank you to the State Executive for all the time and hard 

work they have put into the preparation. Also a very special mention for two of our members. Emily Potts who is 

travelling overseas to study for a year in England, we wish her every success and a happy, safe trip and look forward 

to hearing all her news from time to time. 

Chris McKirdy is celebrating 20 years service in the Sydney office—“Congratulations” Chris and a big thank you for 

the incredible job you do.         Regards,  Loretta 

Interfaith 

National Council of Jewish Women “Packing of Birthing Kits” 

Our Sydney President, Loretta Chester, along with Maureen Arrow and June Clarke and representatives from the Broken Bay 

diocese attended an inter-faith activity organised by the National Council of Jewish Women for the packing of Birthing Kits for 

under developed countries. It was an extremely successful day with over 1,000 birthing kits packed due to the high level of 

donations. Since the event we have now been advised that the 1,000 birthing kits have now been received by the maternal 

health care in the Uvira district of the Democratic Republic of Congo. The kits will then be delivered to the local areas. These 

areas that are being supported with the birthing kits have extremely high maternal and infantile rates of death and injury. We 

can never underestimate the value of these kits in providing the simple requirements for a sterile birthing site, these efforts do 

make a significant difference. It has been reported that the partner group that received the kits are thrilled to be able to pro-

vide a clean, safe birthing site for their current expecting mothers and are so appreciative that others in the world have shown 

they care. 

In Touch 

We would like to say thank you to Margot Keaney for all the wonderful articles she has written for In Touch this year. Turn to 

page 4 to read the final one for 2014. 
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 We pray for the repose of the soul of   

Shirley Gleeson, Bondi Branch & Margaret Willis, Concord West Branch 

Branch News 

CWLA-NSW Inc Triennial Conference 9—10 September. Theme: Peace and Justice 

“To act justly, to love tenderly and to walk humbly with your God”  Micah 6:8  

We pray for the State Executive and all those who are attending the Conference at the Novotel Coffs Harbour.  

State News 

Sydney News 

REMINDER:  To Branch Presidents—Annual Reports for the AGM need to be sent to Secretary, 

Margaret Blomfield at the Sydney Office by early October.    

                               Concord West:  Our branch is hosting a Garden Party High Tea Fundraiser on Sunday, 12th 

October, Time 1pm—4pm, Place 19 Bangalla Rd, Concord West. Cost $25 plus a raffle on the day. To book & pay 

for your ticket (before 1st October) please contact Helen Cook—9747 6647 or Bernice Harper 9746 7349. 

Drummoyne:  Western Region Reflection Day, Wed. 1st October, St Marks Church, Mass at10.30am. 

Ryde:  We are having a ‘Body Shop Party’ on Saturday, 18th October at 1.00pm at Our Lady Queen of Peace    

Parish Hall, Gladesville. Afternoon tea, also raffle, games & prizes. Admission $10. To book phone Beth: 9807 4334.   

Summer Hill: A Spring luncheon and Fashion Parade will be held on Saturday, 27th September at 11.30am in the 

Parish Hall—$20pp. Only a few tickets left—contact Anne Wells: 9798 6655 or Cecily Ristuccia: 9798 5059. 

Cardinal Clancy Funeral 

Fr. Ray had been invited by Fr Paul Hilder (Dean of the Cathedral) to ask CWL to read as part of the lit-

urgy for Cardinal Clancy's funeral.  Our early involvement with the Cardinal's dinner and the Festival of 

Flowers at the Cathedral had led members to remember the Cardinal with affection. Subsequently Helen 

Cook rang me on Friday asking if Deirdre Manning would be able to do a Reading. I phoned Deirdre and 

she changed her arrangements for Saturday and said that she would be honoured to read and represent 

CWL. When we arrived at the Cathedral, I advised Pat the usher that Deirdre was to do a reading. 

Deirdre was escorted to a seat in the family section – I had to find my own seat.  Deirdre read the Sec-

ond Reading very competently and was a credit to CWL Sydney.  In the Order of Service it stated that 

the readers were to be “Cardinal Clancy’s family” so we were doubly honoured to be asked to provide a 

reader. 

 

On the evening of the 14th August, Loretta, Helen &  I were privileged to attend a Mass of Thanksgiving 

celebrated by Cardinal Timothy Dolan, Archbishop of New York, in St Mary MacKillop Chapel.  Bishop 

Peter Comensoli and Archbishop Philip Wilson, Archbishop of Adelaide were also present. 

 

Kay Owens and I had an enjoyable couple of days volunteering at the Conference on the New Evangelisa-

tion – Proclaim 2014 – “Living the Joy of the Gospel in Parishes’. About 500 people were registered from 

around Australia and New Zealand. Our duties were to staff the registration desk and direct participants 

to various venues in the Concourse Chatswood and usher them to Mass at Our Lady of Dolores Church. 

            - Sally Fennell 

Collection for Rwanda 20 years on. 

The collection you so kindly and generously contributed to at the Annual Mass for the new Parish Church in 

Rwanda, totalled $800 and this was sent to Catholic Mission to forward to Fr Emmanuel to assist with building 

works. We received a thank you from Catholic Mission for the cheque, it will be gratefully received by                 

Fr Emmanuel. 

Thank you ladies, you are so very generous. May God Bless you for your thoughtfulness.   Loretta 



Diary Dates 

Catholic Women’s League, Archdiocese of Sydney, Polding Centre, Level 8, 133 Liverpool Street, Sydney NSW 2000 

Ph: (02) 9390 5153 Fax: (02) 9267 9417      Email: cwlsydney@sydneycatholic.org            www.cwlsydney.org.au 

WUCWO Report—August  Message 

Western Region Reflection Day: Wednesday 1st October at St Marks Church, 33 Tranmere St Drum-

moyne. Mass is at 10.30am celebrated by Mons. Vice Redden followed by Reflection “Rejoice and be Glad 

for your Names are Written in Heaven”.  

BYO lunch but tea/coffee will be provided. Meeting to follow lunch at 1.30-2.30pm. Cost is a donation. 

Parking is available in school grounds.                                                                       All are welcome! 

Please RSVP to Judith Brown Ph: 91813432 
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The theme for this month is Education.  We as Christian faithful need to be educated in order to keep together 

our spiritual life.  It is education which can help us make daily choices as well as the most difficult ones.  The Saint 

of the month St. Gianna Beretta Molla is an example of how education and her faith helped her make a supreme 

sacrifice.  She became a paediatric surgeon, married and had three children. During her fourth pregnancy she was 

diagnosed with a tumour in her womb.  She was advised to abort or risk her life. She decided to give birth.  It was a 

girl.  Gianna died soon after seeing her baby.  It was an act of love, she chose death to give birth to another life.  St 

Gianna Beretta Molla please help us to always make the right decisions. 

Please pray for the success of the General  Assembly in Fatima in October the theme is “Sowers of Hope”. 

Women’s Voice has just arrived, as usual some excellent articles. 

The Chain of Masses – September St Vincent de Paul. 

God Bless                                                                                                                 Margaret Burke 

September 9—10: CWLA-NSW Inc Triennial Conference, Coffs Harbour 

REMINDER—No Branch Gathering in September. 

October 14: Branch Gathering 10.30am followed by Luncheon at 12 noon. Guest Speaker from Sudanese      

Community, St Dominic’s Flemington. REMINDER: For catering, please remember to book for lunch. 

November 11: Annual General Meeting 

November 25: Christmas Luncheon, Burwood RSL at 12 noon. RSVP 11th November. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Denise McCaffery, Moya Potts, Kay Owens, Sue Halliday, Sally Fennell, Maureen Arrow and Loretta Chester  

celebrating with awardee Mary Melville at the NCW NSW Foundation Day Lunch. Our “Congratulations” to Mary. 



 

 

DAME ENID LYONS – CATHOLIC WIFE, MOTHER AND POLITICIAN 

 

 

 

 

 

Dame Enid Lyons was born Enid Burnell in 1897 at Duck River in Tasmania.  When the family moved to 

Stowport, Enid and her two sisters walked two miles each day to the local school.  Her mother was 

strong and industrious but her father cynical and rather too fond of alcohol.  As Enid said, “he was some-

thing of a swashbuckler, on whom the yoke of marriage rode uneasily.”  Enid inherited something from 

each of her dissimilar parents – a high sense of duty, industriousness and ambition from her mother and 

her father’s humour, colourful speech and gift for anecdote.                                                             

Enid’s mother had Enid taught Elocution and this training stood her in very good stead in her later career.  

On a visit to State Parliament, 15 year old Enid met Joseph Aloysius Lyons, Labour member for Wilmot.  

When Enid was posted as a Junior Teacher to Burnie, they corresponded regularly and eventually Joseph 

proposed marriage.  Enid, formerly a Methodist, became a Catholic and they were married in 1915, when 

Enid was 17 and Joe 35.  Enid frequently told the story of how, just before the wedding, she asked a family 

friend to pray that the marriage would be blessed with “a lovely, big family.”  After producing four      

children in four years, she’d laughingly say that she chased around Tasmania to find that friend to beg him 

to stop praying for her!  However, she did have 12 children, eleven of whom survived, while Joe became 

Premier of Tasmania from 1923-28 and Prime Minister of Australia from 1932 to 1939.                                                                                                                      

Enid had boundless energy and tackled all the carpentry and painting needed in their weatherboard home 

in Devonport.  Joe encouraged her to become interested in politics and Enid discovered she was a       

talented orator.  She played a large part in Joe’s election campaigns, travelling by public transport and  

concentrating on Women’s Rights, saying she spoke to women in terms of “pots and pans and children’s 

shoes.”  Her voice was light and cultured but she did describe herself as “something of a rabble rouser.”   

Menzies once conceded that she could “move him to tears over the condition of a railway track” Joe    

always acknowledged her enormous contribution to his career and Enid explained, “Together on the  

platform, Joe and I worked like partners in a game of bridge.”                                                                  

Enid made her own mark in 1943 when she was 45.  It was four years after Joe died in office.  As the  

Federal Member for Darwin, she became the first woman in the House of Representatives, where she 

committed herself to fight for women and the family.  In 1949, she became the first woman to be         

appointed to Cabinet and held this office till she was forced by illness to retire from politics in 1951.  Her 

greatest political achievement was to persuade Menzies to introduce Child Endowment for the first child.                                                                                                                                                                 

In time, Enid became closely associated with King George V, Queen Mary, Roosevelt, Mussolini, Neville 

Chamberlain, Ramsay MacDonald and the Pope.  In 1937, she was made a Dame Grand Cross of the   

Order of the British Empire and in 1980 a Dame of the Order of Australia.  But crowning all her many 

achievements was the enormous success of her marriage to Joe, the creation of a very happy home, the 

rearing of their very large family and the fact that, before any official honours had been bestowed on her, 

she had long been lovingly known as “The Uncrowned Queen of Tasmania.”   
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Editorial by  

Margot Keaney 

September: 2014 


