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In the recent Apostolic Exhortation, Evangelii Gaudium, in which the word “family”- or its derivatives – 

appear 18 times and is the main theme of Women’s Voice,  Pope Francis states that Christians have the 

duty to proclaim the Gospel without excluding anyone.  Instead of seeming to impose new 

obligations, they should appear as people who wish to share their joy, who point to a horizon of 

beauty and who invite others to a delicious banquet. 

 

Within this hopeful attitude, the Pope has a realistic viewpoint.  He points out the global post-modern 

individualism which favours the weakening of interpersonal links which especially damages family life.  We 

are in a cultural crisis characterised by the frailty of family relationships amongst other things. 

 

Catholic Women’s League Australia—New South Wales Inc Triennial Conference 

will be held on 9 & 10 September 2014 at Novotel Coffs Harbour Pacific Bay Resort, 

Coffs Harbour. Conference theme: Peace & Justice.  Registration and accommodation forms now 

available—keep these dates free in your diary! State Conference Raffle. 1st Prize: $1,000 2nd Prize: $500 

3rd Prize: $250.00. Raffle will be drawn on 10 September 2014 at the Conference Dinner. Tickets are 

$2.00 each.. Please return all sold or unsold tickets to CWL Sydney by 8th July, 2014.  

 

Over a 5 week period beginning May 27, three branches per week began a 7 day 

prayer week for the girls who were kidnapped in Nigeria recently.  By the end of the 

5 weeks, every Sydney branch member has prayed for 7 days for the girls – that is a wonderful prayerful 

supportive effort!  There are times when we feel helpless but together we can achieve miracles!  We 

know Jesus encouraged group prayer saying He was in the midst of us if one or more were gathered in 

His Name. 

 

Marian Court  

May has been a month of special events. The Annual Cancer Council Morning Tea was very enjoyable 

both socially and financially—raising approximately $2,500.00!! 

Concord West Branch of CWL hosted a `Get Together’ on 26th May in the now renowned Marian 

House Function Room and Chapel. Another success! 

May being Our Lady’s month, several Marian devotions were held and enjoyed by residents and guests. 

Marian Court units have welcomed three new residents and the units are now fully occupied. 

                      Esther Doyle 
 

On the back page of this issue of Inform you will find a copy of ‘In Touch’ with an interesting article by Margot Keaney. 
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 We pray for the repose of the soul of  

          Cecile Wren—Kingsgrove  

WUCWO Day Report 

The canonization of Saints John 23rd and John Paul 2nd on April 27th can help us reflect upon peace and 

mercy. In 1963, St John 23rd wrote Pacem in Terris in which he provides the foundations for peace: Truth, 

justice, love and freedom. We need to seek these in order to build a world of peace. 

 

St John Paul 2nd in his Encyclical, Dives in Misericordia, declares, “Jesus Christ taught that man not only  

receives and experiences the mercy of God, but that he is also called “to practice mercy” towards others: 

“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” The Church sees in these words a call to action, 

and she tries to practice mercy.” (14) Pope Francis says, “Mercy first means treating the wounds. True 

mercy takes the person into one’s care, listens to him attentively, approaches the situation with respect 

and truth, and accompanies him on the journey of reconciliation. And this is demanding, yes, certainly.” 

 

Did you receive a copy of The Voice? If not please let Margaret Burke know. 

Thank you everyone for your support and helping to make the day successful. The day started with a 

lovely Mass celebrated by Fr Ray in honour of Our Lady of Fatima. At the start of the Meeting an intro-

duction prepared by the Women of Africa was read. Our Guest Speaker, Luke Edwards, spoke on how 

he became involved with the aboriginal girls at their playgroup. He taught them the guitar and they now 

have formed a group called MULTIMIX MOB. The girls watch out and support each other in times of 

stress. They have written a song called, “LOVE, YARN, READ AND PLAY”, which is about how to inter-

act with your children. I hope you have all played and listened to the CD Luke gave everyone and also 

read on the CD about the Group. My thanks go to Helen Cook for her help in preparing the Mass book-

let. Luke has since rung me and said how much he enjoyed speaking to you. 

                Margaret Burke 

May WUCWO News 

Branch News                                 Concord West: We thoroughly enjoyed hosting a May promotion gathering, 

thanks to the hospitality of our Marian House facility, on Monday, 26th May. Our ‘outstanding’ President, 

Helen Butler produced beautiful soups, sausage rolls and quiche for lunch and for morning tea, freshly 

baked scones with cream and jam. Our CWL members made slices and cakes to complement our meal.           

Fr Brian celebrated Mass for us, simple and meaningful. He joined with us for morning tea, spoke most 

entertainingly on his travels and his mates and stayed with us for lunch! We thank Father very much,    

appreciating the time he spent with us. Thank you too, to all who “enjoyed” with us.   

Kingsgrove: Our Branch mourns the death of our dear member, Cecile Wren, who died on 18th May. 

Cecile had been an active member of CWL since the branch was established in Kingsgrove. 

Peakhurst: Our Parish has been invited to join us in prayer for the safe return of the captive `Nigerian 

Girls’ from16th—23rd June. Our prayers are with Inez Mullen on the death of her beloved husband John. 



Diary Dates 

July 8:   Branch Gathering & Luncheon 10.30am—Guest Speaker from Macular Disease Foundation. 

August 12: Annual Mass & Luncheon 

September 9—10: CWLA-NSW Inc Triennial Conference, Coffs Harbour 

Please Note: No Branch Gathering in September                        

Catholic Women’s League, Archdiocese of Sydney, Polding Centre, Level 8, 133 Liverpool Street, Sydney NSW 2000 

Ph: (02) 9390 5153 Fax: (02) 9267 9417      Email: cwlsydney@sydneycatholic.org           www.cwlsydney.org.au 

Jean Arnot Memorial Luncheon 

Eighteen Sydney members enjoyed the 22nd Jean Arnot Luncheon sponsored by NCWNSW/BPW at 

State Parliament House, Sydney on 9th May, 2014. Nonagenarian, Eileen Sheehan was supported by   

members of CWL Peakhurst and her two grandchildren. 

                     Sally Fennell 
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Reflection for Pentecost Sunday 

 

After the Crucifixion, the disciples of Jesus were afraid and many ran away. They struggled to believe in the 

Resurrection and the promises that were made to them especially that he, risen Christ, was present to them 

now and that they would share in the hope of eternal life. When Jesus appeared to them after the Resurrec-

tion, he offered them two gifts—the gift of peace and the gift of forgiveness and mercy. He strengthened them 

with the words “Do Not Be Afraid.” 

 

The offer of God’s mercy which leads to new life is celebrated at Pentecost as the birthday of the Church. 

With sins forgiven, we are restored into new relationships with the Father and with one another. God gifts us 

with gifts of the Holy Spirit and each person is called to use their gifts to build up the Church and serve others 

in need, to render a ‘definite service’ for the Lord. 

 

Pope Francis offers us three ways in which we can live out our faith. (1) by prayer (2) through the  sacraments 

and (3) by helping the other person in need. These simple yet profound truths remind us that our lives are to 

be lived in the power of the Spirit. There are times when we need to speak out about our faith even if we are 

opposed or ridiculed for the sake of the truth. At other times we do this through love when actions speak 

louder than words. 

 

Can I share my hope with another person? If not, then pray to the Holy Spirit for the gift of courage. Do I 

have to make a difficult decision? Ask for the gift of wisdom. Am I caring for a sick relative and feeling that life 

is impossible? Ask from the Holy Spirit the gift of understanding and patience. In the words of the Sequence 

from Pentecost Sunday, the Holy Spirit is our ‘delightful guest’, and touches our hearts to give us comfort. 

                    Fr Ray Farrell 

                    Chaplain 



 

 

 

THE REMARKABLE MADAME TUSSAUD                           

 

 

Marie was born Marie Grosholtz in Berne in 1760.When Marie was six, she and her mother went to live with her 

uncle, Dr. Curtius, in Paris. Curtius entertained most notable people of the day in his home. He treated Marie as 

his own daughter and she was able to meet these famous people and listen to their sparkling conversation. As a 

hobby Curtius exhibited his miniature wax portraits of friends and famous people.  Curtius’s wax portraits became 

so popular with everyone who saw them that he set up an exhibition of them in his home in Berne.  Lots of impor-

tant people came to see this exhibition.  Curtius taught Marie all he knew about wax modelling and she was soon 

so good at it that it was impossible to tell her work from her uncle’s.  Louis XV of France, was so impressed with 

the models that he invited Curtius to move his Exhibition to Paris. Parisians flocked to see this, including members 

of the Royal Court.  Madame Elizabeth, young sister of King Louis XV1, often came to see the Exhibition. One day, 

she asked if they could teach her wax modelling. Marie was chosen to teach her. The two girls got on so well that 

Elizabeth asked Curtius if Marie could come to live at the Court of Versailles as her companion and Marie jumped 

at the chance. 

Marie then lived for years in the glittering Court.  She was able to see magnificent plays and operas and attend the 

assemblies and balls.  France’s nobility spent their days in the Palace flirting, gambling and intriguing.  Marie had a 

high opinion of the King, finding him pleasant, kindly and intelligent. But Louis XV1 lacked the will to resist his capti-

vating Queen, who spent her days planning and enjoying one extravagance after another.  All those at Court paid 

practically no attention to what was happening outside the walls, but ordinary French people were taxed unmerci-

fully to pay for the Royal luxuries and the country was in turmoil. Thousands of people were starving and there 

were riots and dissatisfaction all through the land.  Early in 1789 Curtius asked that 28-year-old Marie be allowed 

to return with him to Paris and her uncle’s foresight certainly saved Marie’s life.  The Revolution began, the Royal 

family was arrested and the King, Queen and most of the aristocrats were eventually executed. Marie was impris-

oned for associating with the Royal Family and was awaiting execution. She became great friends with one of her 

cellmates, Josephine Beauharnais. Both escaped execution and Josephine later married Napoleon.   Released from 

prison, Marie was still suspected of having Royalist sympathies.  To test her out, the Revolutionaries used to bring, 

fresh from the guillotine, the heads of many people who had been her good friends when she lived at Court, then 

stand over Marie, forcing her to make models of the heads and poor Marie couldn’t dare show any emotion.  

Some years later, Marie married Francois Tussaud.  Once France was politically stable, Marie ran her uncle’s 17 

Exhibition in Paris. If any new celebrity or terrible villain was in the news, a model of them soon went into her   

Exhibition. Marie’s uncle died a few years later, leaving large debts. Having at last cleared the debts, Marie took her 

son Joseph with her and left his brother, Francis, in Paris with his father and grandmother. Marie’s husband didn’t 

make a success of running the Paris waxworks and neglected his son, and the marriage finally broke down. Marie 

stayed on in England, where she was amazingly popular, touring England, Scotland and Ireland for 27 years, setting 

up her Exhibitions in assembly rooms, theatres or inns. Francis later joined his mother and brother in Britain. Marie 

eventually moved to London and set up a permanent home for her Exhibition and appeared there every day until a 

few years before her death. At 81 she made a figure of herself-the last model she ever made. Marie’s sons, grand-

sons and great-grandsons carried on her work.  Her descendants are still involved with Madame Tussaud’s, even 

though it is now a Public Company.  

Marie Tussaud led a truly extraordinary life.  In one sense at least, you could say she was a Model Woman.  

                  Margot Keaney 
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