
 

Grandparents Day - July 26th (saint day of Sts Joachim and Anne). We think of our own grandparents on this 

day and remember them with love and our prayers.  

 Sts Joachim and Anne (Grandparents of Jesus) 

 “Joachim and Anne were greatly honoured by God  

 who gave them a daughter conceived without sin  

 who was to become known as the mother of God!  

 It would seem that they performed their parenting  

 responsibilities with great grace. The Church  

 celebrates their feast day next Saturday, July 26th, a 

 day to honour them and all grandparents for their  

 contribution to our lives. 

 Saints Joachim and Anne were part of a long chain  

 of people who had transmitted their love fro God, 

 expressed in the warmth and love of family life. 

 Pope Francis told the World Youth Day crowds in Brazil, 

 “How important grandparents are for family life,  

 for passing on the human and religious heritage  

 which is so essential for each and every society! 

 How important it is to have intergenerational exchanges  

 and dialogue, especially within the context of family.  

 Children and the elderly build the future of peoples:  

 children because they lead history forward,  

 the elderly because they transmit the experience and wisdom  

 of their lives. This relationship and this dialogue between  

 generations is a treasure to be preserves and strengthened!”   

         - Pope Francis (Rio de Janeiro 2013) 
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Message from the President 

“The  parable of the mustard seed is a reminder to us that seemingly insignificant and ordinary acts of kindness, forgiveness 

and compassion are vital in growing the kingdom of God right where we live. Being “mustard seeds” means rolling up our 

sleeves and doing the simple and often thankless tasks that contribute to building wholesome relationships and communities. 

The faith to which Jesus refers in this parable is a capacity to see the potential for good in even the smallest actions and the 

most ordinary people, and to unlock that potential. The huge task of building peace in our world starts with consistently act-

ing with justice, kindness, and compassion in our own homes, neighbourhoods, workplaces and communities.” 

         - Adapted from Julian Mc Donald cfc. AO  

This parable reminds us of the work CWL does within each parish through the branches; we contribute to the 

building of God’s kingdom on earth with acts of kindness, justice and compassion to our wider community. We roll 

up our sleeves and get on with the tasks we are asked, also those we see need to be done. Thank you ladies for all 

the great work and your continued support.        - Loretta 

http://ocarm.org/en/content/stjoakim-annjpg
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Branch News 

CWLA-NSW Inc Triennial Conference 9—10 September. Twenty three members from 

Sydney have registered for the Conference in Coffs Harbour. Please mark and price hand made 

items and goods for the Trading Table, and send to Diocesan President or bring to the Conference. 

State News 

Sydney News Welcome Free Breakfast 

What a wonderful celebration of friendship and marketing of our organisation at our Welcome Free Breakfast held 

on Level 5, Polding Centre on Tuesday, July 29. Our Councillors began the day early—before 7.30am and began 

spooning yoghurt and muesli into containers, organising fruit in bowls, placing the delicious muffins and biscuits 

onto platters. Over 50 staff members from Polding Centre arrived and enjoyed meeting the CWL women over a 

hot cuppa and breakfast. The staff from Polding Centre remarked what a wonderful initiative it was and everyone 

received a CWL Sydney bag with information about our amazing organisation. We ensured everyone felt welcome 

and staff hope CWL make this an annual event as they enjoyed it so much!    Chris McKirdy 

REMINDER:  To Branch Presidents—Annual Reports for the AGM need to be sent to Secretary, 

Margaret Blomfield at the Sydney Office by early October.    

                                Peakhurst:  In July our ladies enjoyed the hospitality of Oatley CWL’s Mass and Luncheon. 

We also went to André Rieu’s 10th Anniversary telecast. Judy and Marlene attended the WRN meeting at Redfern. 

On 27th August we will entertain the Residents of Our Lady of Consolation Home, Rooty Hill—an annual function 

enjoyed by all. 

Ryde:  A ‘Body Shop Party’ will be held on Saturday, 18th October at 1.00pm at Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish 

Hall, Gladesville. Afternoon tea, raffle, games and prizes. Admission $10. For bookings phone Beth 9807 4334. 

                   Drummoyne: Western Region Reflection Day, Wed. 1st October, St Marks Church, Mass 10.30am. 

On Tuesday the 29th of July CWL hosted a free ‘Welcome Breakfast’ in the Polding Centre with hopes to better 

introduce ourselves and the CWL mission to staff from other agencies. The morning was a great success, with 

many different people coming down for a bite to eat, a cup of tea, and most importantly a bit of a chat. We met 

many wonderful people and gave away CWL goody bags with further information about us. We were very pleased 

to receive thank you emails from Polding Centre staff who came along and enjoyed breakfast with us.    Maddie Er 



Diary Dates 

WUCWO Report—July Message 

Western Region Reflection Day: Wednesday 1st October at St Marks Church, 33 Tranmere St 

Drummoyne. Mass is at 10.30am celebrated by Mons. Vice Redden followed by Reflection 

“Rejoice and be Glad for your Names are Written in Heaven”.  

BYO lunch but tea/coffee will be provided. Meeting to follow lunch at 1.30-2.30pm. Cost is a     

donation. Parking is available in school grounds.                                                                       

All are welcome! Please RSVP to Judith Brown Ph: 91813432 
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We unfortunately have to read about Christians in many parts of the world facing persecution. Pope 

Francis has urged that Christians be allowed to live their own faith freely and have this right respected. 

We pray this can become possible. 

Magisterium about Women: From Ecclesia in Asia (45) The Synod Fathers were most concerned that the Church 

should be a participatory Church in which no one feels excluded, and they judged the wider participation of women 

in the life and mission of the Church in Asia to be an especially pressing need. "Woman has a quite special apti-

tude in passing on the faith, so much so that Jesus himself appealed to it in the work of evangelization. That is 

what happened to the Samaritan woman whom Jesus met at Jacob's well: he chose her for the first expansion of 

the new faith in non-Jewish territory". To enhance their service in the Church, there should be greater opportunities 

for women to take courses in theology and other fields of study; and men in seminaries and houses of formation 

need to be trained to regard women as co-workers in the apostolate. Women should be more effectively involved 

in pastoral programmes, in diocesan and parish pastoral councils, and in diocesan synods. Their abilities and ser-

vices should be fully appreciated in health care, in education, in preparing the faithful for the sacraments, in build-

ing community and in peacemaking. As the Synod Fathers noted, the presence of women in the Church's mission 

of love and service contributes greatly to bringing the compassionate Jesus, the healer and reconciler, to Asian peo-

ple, especially the poor and marginalized 

Korean Martyrs:- 

Columba Kang Wan-suk was born in 1761. She read books on Catholicism and became a Catholic. She 

took care of Catholics in prison. During the Shinya Persecution she was arrested and at the age of 40 was 

beheaded along with her fellow believers. She will be beatified by Pope Francis along with other Korean 

Martyrs on his visit to Korea in August. 

God Bless                                                                                                                 Margaret Burke 

September 9—10: CWLA-NSW Inc Triennial Conference, Coffs Harbour 

REMINDER—No Branch Gathering in September. 

October 14: Branch Gathering 10.30am followed by Luncheon at 12 noon. Please remember to book 

for lunch. 

November 11: Annual General Meeting 



 We pray for the repose of the soul of   

Ann Ravenscroft, Fairfield Branch 

Catholic Women’s League, Archdiocese of Sydney, Polding Centre, Level 8, 133 Liverpool Street, Sydney NSW 2000 

Ph: (02) 9390 5153 Fax: (02) 9267 9417      Email: cwlsydney@sydneycatholic.org            www.cwlsydney.org.au 

 

An Interfaith Morning 

On Thursday 24th July we joined NCJWA in their rooms to pack Birthing Kits for develop-

ing countries. This was an interesting, informative and most rewarding day. The National 

Council of Jewish Women have taken this on as a project to assist and show solidarity with 

women from other nations and cultures. CWL Sydney joined by members from Broken 

Bay Diocese and together with a working party of many women we were able to package 

1,000 birthing kits, a great effort and I thank NCJWA for the invitation to assist in this 

worthy endeavour,. 

Thank you to June Clarke and Maureen Arrow for attending with me.     

 

NCWNSW Foundation Day Luncheon– 7th August. 

Mary Melville is our nominee for one of the National Council of Women NSW Recognition 

Awards and will receive a certificate at the luncheon for all her contribution and work for   

Catholic Women’s League, Archdiocese of Sydney, her branch and the Church over many years.  

             - Loretta  

 

Mass for Pregnant Mothers: Are you expecting a baby or know someone who is? You are warmly   

invited to attend the annual ‘Mass for Pregnant Mothers’ to be celebrated by Bishop Peter A. Comensoli 

at St Mary’s Cathedral on Sunday 24th August at 10.30am.         Morning tea will follow in St Mary’s 

Cathedral Chapter Hall.   RSVP and enquiries can be directed to LMFevents@sydneycatholic.org 

or call 9390 5290. 

 

Why Marriage and the Catholic Church 

This is a great brochure and  a great resource if anyone would like a copy. We can obtain copies from the 

Life, Marriage and Family Centre. 

 

Feast Day of St Mary MacKillop 8th of August Mass will be celebrated outdoors at Mary MacKillop 

Place, on Glen Roy Green, North Sydney (William Street entrance) at 8am, 10am & 1pm. 

“Do all you can with the means at your disposal and calmly leave the rest to God” 

 

Please keep in your prayers Cardinal Clancy, the Emeritus Archbishop of Sydney who died on Sun-

day, 3rd August. The Cardinal's Requiem Mass will be held in St Mary's Cathedral at 10.00am on Saturday, 

9th August. May he rest in peace. 
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