
Solemn Mass of Thanksgiving 

Thursday March 27, we attended the Mass of Thanksgiving for His Eminence 

George Cardinal Pell.  In appreciation for his service as the Eighth Archbishop of  

Sydney.  He was appointed Archbishop of St Mary’s Sydney on May 10, 2001, and 

as he leaves to take up his new position as Cardinal Prefect of the New Vatican 

Secretariat for the Economy in Rome.  He spoke of his time in Ballarat, 

Melbourne and Sydney with great fondness.  He is sorry to leave, although he is 

looking forward to his new role. 

 

It was such an honour to be invited to his truly magnificent Mass and supper 

afterwards giving us the opportunity to say a final farewell. The Mass booklet is 
available in the office for viewing.        Loretta Chester 

 

 

The image of living water draws attention to Baptism.  It is the foundational sacrament 

of the Church and draws us into the life of faith.  The Prayer of Blessing over the 

Water from the Rite contains images of water, so central in the Scriptures. 

 

 

 

 
On Sunday March 23 we attended the Bathurst Diocesan Annual Conference.  The day commenced with 

Mass at St Patrick’s Church Lithgow, celebrated by Bishop Michael McKenna, organised by CWL Lithgow 

Branch.  We were welcomed by Lithgow President Pat Taylor and the Parish Community. 

 

Afterwards at Fatima Hall, we enjoyed the hospitality of Members and Executive.  An introduction and 

Welcome by Pat Okon Diocesan President started the Conference with the Opening Prayer and 

installation of the new committee.  An address by Bishop Michael on the contribution Catholic Women’s 

League make to the community at large was a great acknowledgement.  

 

The Guest Speaker Sir Frances Fleming spoke on the conference theme “Blessed are the Peacemakers” 
and on her role, working with the young boys at Reiby Juvenile Justice Centre, Campbelltown. 

 

Thank you to all the ladies for making this a happy and rewarding day. Loretta 
 

 

 

There was an ancient enmity between Jews and Samaritans, dating back to the split of the kingdom, after the death 

of Solomon into Northern and Southern Kingdoms—Israel and Judea.  The Samaritans built a “breakaway” temple 

on Mt Gerizim in the North while Jerusalem remained the capital in the South. In speaking to an unknown woman 

and a Samaritan at that,  Jesus is at odds with social mores of the time. This shocks the woman and the disciples but 

shows the Kingdom of God is open to all who recognise Jesus.  
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Did you know? 
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National News 

State News 

Diary Dates 

Branch News 

Our prayers and best wishes are with Carolyn Metcalfe as she recovers from her fall. 

Our prayers are also requested for Bishop of Townsville, Bishop Michael Putney who 

passed away recently. 

The Catholic Women’s League Australia—New South Wales Inc. State Conference 

will be held on Tuesday, 9th and Wednesday, 10th September 2014. At the Novotel 

Coffs Harbour, Pacific Bay Resort.   

Opening Mass  - Tuesday evening at 6pm, Mary Help of Christians Church, Sawtell. 

Dinner to follow at Sawtell RSL Club.  

Conference -  Wednesday, Pacific Bay Resort. Theme: Peace and Justice. 

Gala Dinner -  As above.  

Please support the raffle, ticket books will be forwarded to branches shortly.   

Accommodation and Registration forms will also be available soon.  

Please support the State Conference, is an important occasion for us to share our 

CWL story together and enjoy the beautiful surroundings.  

Concord West Branch :- Are holding a luncheon at Marian House on 26th May 

from 10.00am to 2pm.   Guest speaker, mass and lunch at a cost of $15.   We  

encourage you to invite friends as part of CWL’s May promotion.   RSVP: Bernice 

Harper 97467349 and Helen Cook 97476647. 

Oatley Branch has commenced a Silver Circle with great support from our 

Parishioners.  We are planning a High Tea at Lugarno.  Marcia Smith  

Sydney News 
Marian Court News 

A great celebration was held to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day, lots of good Community 
singing (Irish songs of course), food and company, A great evening was enjoyed by 

all. 

Fashion Parade -  On Tuesday, 29th April there is a Fashion Parade by Stafford 
Fashions. The fashion parade event will begin at 10.30am and will be followed by a 
light lunch. Bookings are essential. Please call Marian Court on 97462978 by 24th 

April. Cost is $25 per person (including light lunch).  

 

A Cancer Council day will be held in May, the date and cost will be confirmed next 
month.  To help raise funds for the running of the State Conference we are holding 

a White Elephant Day on 20th August.  

Looking forward to seeing some of you at the Fashion Parade in April.  

Have a Happy, Holy & Healthy Easter.     Noreen Keoghan  

May 13: WUCWO Day Mass 10.30am in the Chapel of Our Lady, Level 6 Polding    

Centre, followed by Branch Gathering & Luncheon. 
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Editors: Christine Britten 

and Emily Potts 

Please keep Christine Britten in your thoughts and pray for Cecile Wren who is  

currently unwell.  

Farewell note from Emily— Sadly I will be leaving my position at CWL Sydney this 

week to take  on an Event Manager role at the Australian Maritime Museum. I have  

treasured my time here and leave inspired by the wonderful dedication of CWL  

members. Thank you to Past President (& Mum) Moya Potts and President Loretta  

Chester for all your support. Emily :) 



We pray for the repose of the soul of  

Sr June Costello RSCJ—Concord West Branch & Bishop Michael Putney 

WUCWO—March Message 

Prayer to “Mary, Queen of  Peace” Patroness of  WUCWO 
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In the monthly Message is Human Ecology.   

 I have included the Homily of Pope Francis delivered  on 5th June 2 013. 

“Lately we have heard the term “human ecology”  Pope Benedict XVI spoke about it in his  

Caritas in Veritate.  Pope Francis has stated “God puts men and women on the earth to till it and keep if.    

Cultivating and caring for creation is an instruction of God which he has also given to  each one of us it is part of 

his plan; it means making the world increase with responsibility.   However “cultivating and caring "do not only en-

tail the relationship between us and the environment, between man and creation.  They also concern human rela-

tions.   The human person is in danger, this much is certain.   It is no longer man who commands but money, 

money.  God out Father gave us the task of protecting the earth—not for money, but for ourselves.  For men and 

women.   We live in a culture of waste.   If a computer breaks down it is a tragedy, but poverty, their needs and  

dramas   Of so many people end up being considered normal.   This “culture of waste "tends to become a common 

Mentality that infects everyone.  Human life, the person, are no longer seen as a primary value to be respected and 

safeguarded,  especially if they are poor or disabled, if they are not yet useful—like the unborn child—or  are no 

longer of any use—like the elderly person.   This culture of waster has also made us insensitive to wasting and 

throwing out excess food, which is especially condemnable when, in every part of the world, unfortunately , many 

people and families suffer hunger and malnutrition”. 

 

WUCWO DAY—13TH MAY—The day with commence with Mass in the Chapel at 10.30am followed by 

Branch Meeting.   Our Guest Speakers will be Luke and Nicole of MultiMix Mob.  Luke, from Catholic Care, 

formed the musical group with 4 Aboriginal mothers.  Luke and Nicole will talk about the group’s formation and 

how it changed lives. We will also hear some music.                                  God Bless—Margaret Burke. 

 

 

O loving God, your Son, Jesus, came into this world  

To do your will and leave us His peace. 

Through the intercession and example of our 

Blessed Mother Mary, Queen of Peace grant the 

Wisdom and humility to reflect that peace in the world. 

Inspire our thoughts, words and deeds to be witness to your 

Presence in our hearts. 

May your Holy Spirit fill us with every Grace and Blessing 

So that we may pursue what leads to peace for all humanity.  

Amen.        CWLA—NSW Inc. State International Secretary Nancy Lagudi 

 

 

The National Council of Women of NSW  will again host the annual Jean Arnot Memorial Luncheon on Friday, 9th 

May 2014. The Luncheon will be held at Strangers’ Dining Room Parliament House , Macquarie Street Sydney at 

12noon for 12.30pm.  Ticket cost: $80 per person. Booking form available in Sydney office.  

 

Jean Fleming Arnot MBE FLAA (1903—1995) was Head Cataloguer at the Mitchell Library, an active trade unionist, 

activist for equal pay for women and feminist. She worked at the State Library of New South Wales from 1921 until 

her retirement in 1968. Jean was National President of BPW Australia and President of National Council of 

Women NSW.  

For 42 years Jean Arnot earned less than male employees—even subordinates. Sadly it was only in the last 5 years 

of her employment that she benefited from her efforts to achieve equal pay for equal work in the public service. 

The Jean Arnot Memorial Fellowship is an award made to a female librarian or female student of librarianship in 

Australia, funded by the National Council of Women of NSW Inc and BPW Australia as memorial to Miss Arnot 

and her achievements. Jean Arnot was very active in both these associations.  

The 22nd Jean Arnot Memorial Luncheon 
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