
I N F O R M
Catholic Women’s League Archdiocese of Sydney 

February/March 2022



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

We were disappointed our opening Mass and 
guest speaker had to be cancelled due to the 
COVID restrictions. Christmas was not what we 
had looked forward to, again because of the virus. 
Thankfully we are slowly getting back to some nor-
mality with the lifting of restrictions. Let us pray we 
have seen the last of them.

The first Council meeting of the year was held on 
8th February. Monica Doumit was welcomed as a 
full councillor, and Pat Castellan as an observer 
councillor. A letter of gratitude from the Order of 
Malta was read acknowledging $9,000.00 remit-
ted to them and assuring us these funds would 
be used to support their Community Vans. A letter 
was also tabled from Delany College at Granville 
expressing grateful thanks for the scholarship do-
nation by CWL Sydney and we look forward to 
receiving updates on the progress of the chosen 
pupil.

Our prayers are with the people of Tonga as 
they recover from the devastation of the volcan-
ic eruption. A big thank you to Enfield Parish and 
the CWL Branch for a donation of $500.00 to the 
Tongan Appeal. CWL Sydney has also donated 
$1000.00 to that Appeal. An extract from an article 
by the Royal Niece of King Tupou VI, courtesy of 
Sr. Fehi LCM, is featured in this issue of Inform.



We are hopeful our St Patrick’s Day lunch will be 
the beginning of our 2022 activities and branch 
meetings. 

Our guest speaker for our April 12th meeting is Fr 
Terence Bell, his topic is ‘Easter’. The WUCWO 
Mass and lunch is scheduled for May 10th and will 
be our first Mass of the year.

Prayers are requested for all those who are expe-
riencing health problems or have suffered loss of 
loved ones. Pat Oaken OAM lost her husband ear-
ly February and Michelle Pedersen and I attended 
his funeral in Lithgow. Esther Doyle AM was fare-
welled on 18th February and Sally and I attended 
her requiem Mass. A tribute to Esther is a feature 
in this Inform.

Finally, it is stressing indeed to be witnessing the 
Russian attack on the Ukraine and the suffering of 
it’s citizens, young and old. Please pray for a ces-
sation of hostilities and for peace and prosperity to 
return to this beautiful country and its peace loving 
people.

Mary Queen of Peace, Pray for us.

Margaret Blomfield
President



Reflective Story by the Royal Niece of the King Tupou VI
All praise and glory to the Highest and Most Holy; our Heavenly Father for 
seeing Tonga through the volcanic eruption which not only shook heaven and 
earth but shook the very core of everyone who was here in the Tonga Kingdom 
that day.

In the rush to evacuate with my parents to a villa built by his late Majesty King 
George V, located on the highest point near town, I was separated from my 
children (who I later confirmed were safe at home). The power all over Ton-
ga was out but while I was sitting in the villa dining room I looked outside and 
saw a stream of vehicle headlights coming up the villa driveway. Their majes-
ties had kept the gates open for anyone seeking refuge and the entire estate 
became parked in from back to front. Families gathered on the porch were 
welcomed. The children and elderly into the dining room; the look of relief as 
grandmothers closed their eyes sitting on soft seats brought us all comfort.

The air was thick with dust and sulphur. The volcanic ash settled into every 
crevice of our lives and we still sleep in fear of another eruption. Yet through 
the ash, panic and chaos, I saw hope. People and children were coughing, 
while mothers patted their children’s backs to comfort them. As we sat there 
waiting for any news, an army truck arrived with bottled drinking water. Her 
majesty excused herself as she saw to the distribution of the water, starting 
with those sitting outside who looked up then took a second look to confirm it 
was her majesty the Queen standing before them.

Before leaving their home, my father had grabbed his radio and he would turn 
it on from time to time so we could listen for any news of the volcano. We all 
had a mixture of feelings until mother turned to us and reminded us of the wis-
dom of His Late Majesty King George V, as he had built the villa for just such 
a reason as this. We all agreed his foresight had been a great comfort to the 
many people who sheltered there with us.

Suddenly my cousin Laite walked in and told me the ash rain had eased up 
and a police van was able to take me home. The road was dark and the is-
land was completely still with uncertainty lingering in the air. We turned into 
my home and relief washed over me as I saw candle light and I rushed inside 
to greet my sister and husband, while all three of my children ran towards me. 
I knelt down and embraced them all at once. This was all the sustenance I 
needed. With my daughter and sons safely in my arms I was ready for the sun 
to rise and help light the way to the kingdom’s recovery.
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 Become a Member of Catholic Women's League  Archdiocese of Sydney Today! 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 
Cost: $35 for Branch Members, $40 for Diocesan Members

  NAME: _________________________________________________ 
 ADDRESS: ______________________________________________ 
 ________________________________________________________ 

  ________________________________________________________ 
  HOME PHONE: _________________________________________ 
  MOBILE: _______________________________________________

  EMAIL: _________________________________________________ 
  

I’m joining ________________________branch 
 

OR  
 

I’m joining as a Diocesan member 
 

I am willing to receive information by email:  YES/NO 
 

Please return with remittance of $35 or $40 to: 
 

Catholic Women’s League Archdiocese of Sydney 
133 Liverpool St, Sydney 2000 

 
Ph: 9307 8383 

Email: cwlsydney@sydneycatholic.org 
 
 
 

Thank you!

If you have news from your branch, upcoming events, or interesting articles you’d like 
to share, please let us know - cwlsydney@sydneycatholic.org


